
ANNOTATIONS

description or of the diagnosis must result from a more detailed
examination of the material.
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ANNOTATIONS

Cataract Extractions in the Old Days

The records of successful extraction operations form a striking
feature in the ophthalmic text-books of a hundred years ago. The
veracity of the statements is, of course, open to doubt; the results
may not have been as they are described, and may for personal
reasons have been embellished. But critically examined there does
not appear, in this case, to be much room for suspecting a conceal-
ment of the truth. These records again are the more remarkable,
having regard to the few circumstances prevailing at the time
favourable to successful results. In the absence of local or general
anaesthesia the operator was compelled to rely upon the fortitude of
his patient; that fortitude must always have been of an uncertain
quantity, introducing a speculative factor into each extraction
operation, by no means conducive to the surgeon's peace of mind.
In those days, however, the fortitude generally displayed can
only excite our praise; patients were brave enough to submit to a
double extraction, consecutively performed, which was the general
rule. There was no question at that time of postponing the second
extraction, in order to await the results of the first; on the contrary,
the risks of a consecutive operation were apparently lightly under-
taken by the operator, and the double trial of fortitude as lightly
tolerated by the patient. Again, the fact is especially noticeable
that in the pre-antiseptic days of old septic reaction was very
infrequent. Naturally, perhaps, nothing is to be gleaned from the
old records suggestive of a toilette preparation of the hands,
instruments, or dressings, to ensure cleanliness, or that, any
belief prevailed that such precautions constituted a material factor
in the results. Furthermore, ingenuity in the design of their
instruments was decidedly lacking. In proof thereof some weird
examples of eye instruments are to be found illustrated in
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the text-books of a hundred years ago. The real- but not
admitted-reason why the use of a speculum at an extrac-
tion operation was held to be unjustified was because no
instrument of the kind had been designed which satisfactorily
fulfilled the requirements of the operator or the necessities of the
case. Nevertheless, amid all these prevailing disabilities there
remained, prominently manifested, the main feature, namely,
the dexterity of the surgeon, a high degree of which was
indispensable. A skilled operator must have excelled in this
faculty in view of the conditions under which he was required to
operate. And in the olden days success without it would
have been unattainable. Such dexterity also necessarily
implied celerity in operating-not a favourable adjunct to an
operation demanding such precision and delicacy of movement as
that required for an extraction. Has the introduction in our time
of anaesthesia, local and general, tended to the maintenance of
the supremacy of that faculty, a faculty derived from natural
endowment, fortified by continual practice? Have not this
quietude, the absence of resistance, the docility of the patient,
rather reduced the premium upon its acquisition and lowered the
standard of its general application? Without the stimulus of an
exacting necessity, progress in an art is apt to decline in one direction
or more, while advance is otherwise still maintained. In olden days
dexterity was essential as the first step to the success of an
extraction; in these days of cocain, anaesthesia is the first condition
to be fulfilled, thus diminishing the urgency of that dexterity
to which our forefathers devoted so much successful attention.

The Vision of Pilots

The question of the visual acuity of pilots has been brought into
prominence by the recent action of the Marine Board of Victoria,
Australia. The tests that have been applied require full vision in
each eye, but allow of a deterioration of 30 per cent. in either eye
upon re-examination. The Board has considered the advisability
of revising this standard, which has been in use since 1914. The
pilots, however, have made representations to the Marine Board to
have the standard lowered to that of the Board of Trade. The
PresidLent and the Committee of the Eye and Ear Section of the
Victorian Branch of the British Medical Association have issued a
protest against the reduction, on the ground that the Board of
Trade standard permitted of dangerous defect of vision. This
expression of opinion was transmitted to the Elder Brethren of
Trinity House, whose reply was unsatisfactory. The latter merely
contained a statement of the practice obtaining in London,
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