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Das Augenzittern als Gehirnstrahlung. Ein Atlas der Augen-
zitternkurven. (Nystagmus a Cerebral Radiation. An
Atlas of Nystagmus Curves.) By Prof. Dr. JOHANNES OHM.
Berlin: Urban & Schwarzenberg. 1925. Pp. 326. Price
21 marks.

The social importance of miners' nystagmus has raised that
particular form of disturbance of ocular movements into a
prominence which tends to interfere witlh its proper scientific
consideration. Writers on the subject, naturally enough being
mostly concerned in arriving at some practical standpoint as to
how to deal with this particular form of the disease nystagmus,
lose their sense of proportion and forget that nystagmus is a very
large subject and miners' nystagmus only a minor part of it. The
writer of the present book on nystagmus, though he has had much
experience of miners' nystagmus and though the majority of his
curves are from such cases, yet manages to view the subject as a
whole. For the last twenty years he has thought and written on
this one subject alone, and the present book merits the serious
consideration of everyone interested in the subject of disturbances
of ocular movements. Even if they may not agree with the main
thesis of the book, thev will find gathered up a mass of facts on
the subject and many interesting and suggestive conjectures.
His main object is to show that nerve stimuli have a periodicity
like light, electricity, heat and sound, and can be best treated on
aii undulatory basis. An analysis of the curves obtained in cases
of nystagmus shows that they can be arranged in a harmonic scale.
Harmonic analysis reveals the true relationship of the simple
waves of pendulum nystagmus to the stepped waves of jerky
nystagmus with its slow and rapid phases. The stepped waves
and saddle waves simply result from the superposition of overtones
in the harmonic scale on what may be called the fundamental tone.
Ohm regards the physiological condition of normal eyes as one
in which the amplitude of vibration is very small and the frequency
very high (over 2,000 per minute). In nystagmus, the amplitude
of vibration is increased and its frequency diminished until it
reaches a point at which the vibrations can be seen. His curves
show that in some cases of nystagmus light tends to damp down the
amplitude and quicken the rate of vibration until the plhysiological
state is reached and no movement is perceptible. In miners'
nystagmus he considers vestibular factors and proprioceptive
impulses from the head and neck muscles play a part in the
causation almost as important as the retinal factor.
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Ohm is evidently both poet and musician and if, at times,
his imaginative poetic faculty carries him into flights far above
the common hard ground of fact, it adds to the interest of reading,
and, as we have already said, the dull and prosaic amongst us
who may not care to trust ourselves into the higher levels can
still find the facts of the subject in this book.

Die Augenkrankungen des Kindesalters in ihrer besonderheit.
By Dr. L. HEINE. Beihefte zuim Jahrbuch fur Kinderheil-
kunde. Edited by A. CZERNY. Berlin: S. Karger. 1925.
Pp. 52, illustrations 9. Price 3 marks.

This monograplh represents an attempt to describe the clinical
features and the treatment of those diseases of the eye to whlich
children are especially prone, within the limits of 52 pages. It
also includes brief references to pathology and pathogenesis.
The author has succeeded in compressing a vast amount of

information into the pages allotted to him, but in so condensed
a form that we have grave doubts of its utility. We find it difficult
to believe that these very brief articles, written, and as in this
instance well written, as part of a Year Book or Systematic
Treatise, possess any real value as contributions to knowledge or
as sources of instruction to students.

Heine's article is in 26 sections. It opens with a tabular state-
ment of the development of the eye, at monthly intervals from the
middle of the first month of foetal life. Following this is a short
section on congenital anomalies, after which the author deals with
diseases of the various structures of tlhe eye and its surroundings,
including sections on diseases of the orbit, disorders of the optic
tracts and centres, errors of refraction, and concluding with a
section on wounds and one on ocular disturbances of special
interest to school medical officers and teachers, such as blinking,
headaches, etc. The book is well printed on glazed paper and the
few illustrations have been judiciously chosen and well reproduced.

Swanzy's Handbook of Diseases of the Eye and their Treatment.
By LouIis WERNER. Thirteenth edition. London: H. K.
Lewis & Co., Ltd. Pp. 698, with 278 text illustrations and
nine coloured plates. Price 21s.

The last edition of this well-known text-book appeared in 1919
and was duly noticed in our columns (Brit. Jl. of Ophthal., Vol. IV,
p. 91). The present edition is but little altered. In spite of the
addition of 25 pages and five illustrations the publishers have been
able to make a slight reduction in the price. The chapter on
diseases of the uveal tract has been altered by the removal of
diseases of the choroid to the chapter on diseases of the retina.
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Sympathetic ophthalmitis is still dealt with under the heading of
diseases of the iris and ciliary body. The index as well as the text
lhas been revised, but we still fail to find any reference in it to the
important work of Gordon Holmes and Lister on the cortical
representation of the retina (adequately treated in the text) although
such comparatively trivial subjects as Kenneth Scott's operation
for ectropion are referred to under their authors' names. XVe
trust the author will not increase the size of the book in the next
edition if he intends to retain the original title of a "Handbook."
The book can safely be recommended as a reliable manual for
students and practitioners, and is quite amongst thie best of its
class.

Ophthalmic Nursing. By MARY MASON SPRINGGAY. London:
Methuen & Co., Ltd. 1925. Pp. 10 + 133, with illustrations.
Demy 8vo. Price 5s.

This little book is especially designed to help those nurses who
are working in ophthalmic hospitals, and the author has succeeded
in presenting her subject in a simple and concise manner. She
gives effective and painstaking advice, the anatomical descriptions
of the eye are clear, and all that are needed for the probationer,
and the illustrations are good.
The book will certainly be helpful although one feels that enough

attention is not devoted to the actual nursing of eye cases. It is
necessary to recognize that the ultimate success of many eye
operations must be considerably influenced by the care of the
nurse, and in order that she may be really helpful she must under-
stand how depressing is the condition of blind helplessness,
especially in such cases as those of detached retina (which by the
way, is not mentioned), ulcerated cornea, and after operations for
cataract and glaucoma, and how much she can do to help towards
the success of an operation by making convalescence less tedious.

It should be noted that the methods of treatment after operation
are apparently those adopted at the WVestern Ophthalmic Hospital,
and, however good they mayT be, they are not such as are uniformly
adopted in eye hospitals.
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