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various planes of the cornea, iris, lens, and vitreous. The lamp
has been in use for some time and it possesses all the advantages
of the ordinary Gullstrand-Zeiss slit-lamp in addition to those
mentioned above. The lamp is made by Theodore Hamblin, Ltd.,
and although the particular model is fitted to a Zeiss Corneal
Microscope there is no reason why it should not be adapted to
any existing corneal microscope. It is fitted with a resistance
which can be adjusted for use witlh any voltage.

ANNOTATIONS

The Open Mind
How great is the difficulty of keeping an open mind, a mind

free of prejudice which will admit anything, however improbable,
for consideration! We have all, every one of us, had occasion to
regret that case in which the most unlikely diagnosis was the
correct one. It did not occur to us, most probably because the
mind was not open. Perhaps the disease was absolutely rare,
perhaps it was rare in our own country, perhaps we did not obtain
all the facts. These reflections were inspired by a case recorded
by P. Knapp, of Bale, in Rev. ge'n. d'Ophtal. for Julv, 1925.
The patient, from a foreign country, had some skin troubles,
violent irido-cyclitis and a positive Wassermann. The case was
treated as syphilitic but failed to improve much. Knapp then
discovered something which had previously been hidden by the
intense ciliary injection, namely, a yellowish ring surrounding
the corneae, while the slit-lamp revealed a mass of whitish yellow
"corpuscles" on the pupil edge. Microscopic examination of a
portion of the yellowish episcleral 'proliferation showed very
numerous bacilli of leprosy. It is difficult to see how even the
most open of minds could have prevented the error of diagnosis
in this case. First there was the positive Wassermann, then there
was the fact that leprosy had been thought of and the bacillus
looked for and not found by those who saw and treated the patient
in the first instance, and, lastly, the disease is said by Knapp to
be unknown in Switzerland.

The Closed Mouth
The converse of the open mind is indicated by the above title.

It is needful to be very careful about what we say to patients. It
is notorious that even educated persons will in many instances,
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