
THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

of refraction of human serum in presence of dried pulverized
human cataract was, in 57 cases out of 64, higher than that of
serum alone. The blood-serum thus possesses a modifying power
with regard to the cataractous matter; (2) the difference between
the index of refraction of serum plus cataract (S. plus C.) and that
of S. alone of the cataractous is almost always smaller than that
which exists between the index of refraction of (S. plus C.) and
S. alone of the non-cataractous.
From these conclusions it follows that the modifying power of

blood-serum with regard to cataract powder is lower in the
cataractous than in the non-cataractous. These conclusions differ
from those of v. Hippel and Abderhalden and of Schoeppe, on
the one hand, and from those of Roemer and Gebb on the other.
The author does not consider that her conclusions are definite,
or complete: far from it, indeed, since a crowd of questions
are presented for solution.

ERNEST THOMSON.

BOOK NOTICES

Transactions of the American Ophthalmological Society, Vol.
XXIII. Pp. 363. Two coloured plates and numerous text
illustrations. Philadelphia, 1925.

The sixty-first Annual Meeting of the American Ophthal-
mological Society was held at Washington, D.C.; the volume
under notice contains the papers read and the discussions that
took place. Some of these have already received notice in our
columns and we hope to deal with some of the others later. The
volume in make-up and general appearance bears a striking
resemblance to that of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom with the exception that its records are confined to those
of the American Society, but do not contain a Bowman Lecture
or any equivalent for that valuable feature. The two coloured
plates, if of no very exceptional interest, are of great excellence.
All the papers contain many points of interest and reflect credit
on writers and on the Society.
Archivos de Oftalmologia de Buenos Aires. November, 1925,

No. 1, Tom. 1, and December, No. 2, Tom. 1.
Argentine ophthalmology has reason for congratulations on the

appearance of the first two numbers of the above-mentioned
journal. Both the paper and the printing are excellent. Many
of the contributions have previously been read at meetings of La
Sociedad de Oftalmologia. The Inaugural Address of the Professor
of Ophthalmology, Argan-araz, contains an interesting accodunt of
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CORRESPONDENCE

the earlier Argentine ophthalmologists. Among these may be
mentioned Aguirre, a man of character and action, who was not
only an ophthalmologist but a great patriot, and who was Dean
of the Faculty of Medicine from 1875 to 1884. He was succeeded
by Lagleyze, who was an ophthalmologist of European as well as
of American reputation. Among the activities of Lagleyze was
a substantial and important volume on strabismus, published in
French, which the reviewer has before him. Demaria has been
appointed honorary professor of ophthalmology; it may be noted
that during the last year he published observations of interest on
trachoma in the Argentine; and is now in Egypt studying the
trachoma problem.
These first two numbers contain many interesting papers, some

of which will be referred to later.
Migraine and other Common Neuroses. By F. G. CROOKSHANK.

Psyche miniatures, medical series, No. 1, pp. 101. London:
Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., 1926. Price, 2s. 6d.

The first of these miniatures of the medical series consists of
two papers on the psychological interest in the common neuroses,
and migraine and its allies, reprinted from Psyche and the Medical
Press and Circular respectively. The author describes his little
book as "a psychological study." He is insistent on the need
for medical men to recognize that in every functional case there
is a physical defect, and in every case of organic disease, some
psychological factor. The book should be of use both to medical
practitioners and to the laity.
Paper and printing are very good, and while we are not fond

of freaks in size of books, there is much to be said in favour of
a work such as the present, which is of very handy size.

CORRESPONDENCE

AN OPTOMETRY DREAM: AN UNSELECT CHARTERI*

To the Editor of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
SIR,-Having fallen asleep over the annotation on the proposed

Optical Practitioners' Bill in your last number I had a curious
dream. It was that King John, irritated at not being able to see
the proper place at which to sign Magna Carta, had been promptly
supplied with a pair of glasses bv one of the barons, to whom he
thereupon granted a messuage with curtilage adjoining, in the
parish of Wigmore, by the tenuire of finding yearly a new pair of
spectacles at the feast of the Annunciation. It was a curious

*With apologies to Bishop Stubbs.
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