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from the first, or because the original total amaurosis retrogresses,
or even because the atrophy progresses and then stops short of
being complete.
From these facts we must always bear in mind that in slight

injuries of the frontal bone the vision may be gravely affected.

ERNEST TIOMSON.
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Diseases of the Eye: A Manual for Practitioners. By Lt.-Col.
HENRY KIRKPATRICK, M.B., I.M.S., late Professor of
Ophthalmology, Madras. Pp. 132, with 28 illustrations.
Calcutta: Butterworth & Co. 1925. Price, 10s. 6d.

The needs of the general practitioner abroad as regards ophthal-
mology differ considerably from the requirements of those in this
country, inasmuch as the former is often called upon to perform
operations that would here be left to the specialist. From this
point of view the very large amount of space devoted to operative
technique, somewhat to the neglect of anatomy, physiology, and
pathology, may be considered of use. This account is lucid and
straightforward and as helpful as any written account of technique
can ever be. Colonel Kirkpatrick disarms criticism in his preface
by expressing the hope that his very condensed account may serve
as an introduction to some of the larger works on the subject, also
pointing out that in such a brief account dogmatic statements are
unavoidable. We think that the condensation has gone rather too
far in the account of retinoscopy, in which no mention is made of
the use of any mydriatic, although it is stated that it is essential
that the patient should look directly at the light. The slip of
errata by no means exhausts the misprints, while faulty alignment
and badly marked letters occur with an irritating frequency.
Seeing that there are no coloured plates, and that the advertisement
of a surgical instrument maker forms the frontispiece, we think
it should have been possible to produce the book at a lower price.
As far as it goes it may be recommended as quite a reliable guide
to the beginner.
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