
ANNOTATION

ocular haemorrhages were made worse after this treatment, and
finally, the improvement seemed much more rapid under mercury
and potassium iodide, and the latter was apparently quite a factor
in inducing the absorption of the exudate underlying the detach-
ment, thus causing reattachment of the retina.

ANNOTATION

The National Physical Laboratory
The inspection by the General Board took place this year on

June 24. The programme of exhibits was fully up to the usual
high standard. Those of our readers who were present at the
Annual Congress of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom and availed themselves of the privilege of inspecting
the laboratory on that occasion will need no reminder of the value
and interest of the work carried on there. The accuracy obtainable
by modern physical methods should make a special appeal to the
ophthalmologist.
We were particularly impressed by the vector colorimeter. "The;

object of this instrument is to enable a colour to be specified by
qualitative measurements involving colour matches only, so as to
avoid difficulties inherent in the quantitative evaluation of the
constituents of a colour match. Briefly, this is effected by locating
the unknown colour on a colour chart by the intersection of two
vectors. Two colour matches are made. In one the test colour
is matched by a mixture of spectrum red with monochromatic light
of suitable wave-length; in the other by a mixture of spectrum blue
with another suitable monochromatic constituent. These matches
determine the two vectors. Having determined the position of the
colour on the colour chart, its specification on any of the standard
systems is obtainable."
A model was also shown of one of the new rooms in the Duveen

wing of the Tate Gallery, which has been constructed to a special
design with the object of reducing the effect of reflections in the
glazing of pictures. The necessary experiments were carried out
at Teddington. This room has recently been opened by H.M.
the King, and the method of illumination appears bv general
consent to be extremely successful.

In the photometry division a hollow sphere ten feet in diameter
to be used for measuring the efficiency of fittings used for interior
lighting, street lighting, and similar purposes was exhibited. It
is believed to be the largest sphere in the world used for this
purpose. In the same division was also shown a room lighted
through a window covered by translucent paper by an artificial
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daylight electric lamp. The effect inside the room was exact[tv
similar to that given by ordinary daylight passing through a
window glazed with ground or opal glass, and the effect is
singularly restful and pleasing to work in.
The Director, Sir Joseph E. Petavel, F.R.S. and his colleagues

are to be warmly congratulated on the varied interest and sustained
excellence of the exhibits.

ABSTRACTS

I.-DISEASE OF CONJUNCTIVA

(i) Fox, Webster (Philadelphia). - The trachoma problem
among the North American Indians. Ji. of Amer. Med.
Assoc., February 6, 1926.

(1) Webster Fox has interested himself in the trachoma
problem among the North American Indians for some years. He
states that there are about 400,000 Indians in the United States
at the present time, and that it is doubtful if they have ever
numbered more since the advent of Columbus. An official survey
of the incidence of trachoma among them estimates that about
7 per cent. are infected. A serious attempt is being made bv the
Indian Office of the Government to ameliorate the effects of the
disease, a number of ophthalmologists and nurses having been
engaged for this purpose. In addition all the medical officers
attached to the Indian Office are expected to make themselves
familiar with the disease and its treatment.
Among the American ophthalmologists who are endeavouring

to assist in the elucidation of the trachoma problem among tlle
Indians is Francis Proctor. He hopes to get Noguchi to go out
to New Mexico to start a trachoma research laboratory, and
honoured a Biritish ophthalmologist, with special experience of the
disease, with an invitation to give his clinical assistance to
Noguchi. If the matter is taken up in this enthusiastic way there
is a real hope that progress will be made in reducing the incidence
of trachoma, and its more serious sequelae.

A. F. MACCALLAN.

(2) Collin. L. Ph. (Hue, Annam).-Autoserotherapy oftrachoma.
Revue du Trachome, January, 1926.

(2) At the Ophtlhalmolog ical Institute of Hue, Collin has
made a trial of autoserotherapy in the treatment of trachoma, as
recommended by Angelucci of Naples. Collin considers that this
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