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RE-CONSTITUTION OF INTERNATIONAL OPHTHAL-
MOLOGICAL CONGRESSES

THE Convention of English-speaking Ophthalmologists, at a
meeting held in London in 1925, asked its President, Mr. Treacher
Collins, to nominate a small coommittee, wvhose function it would
be to try to bring about a renewal of the periodical International
Ophtlhalmological Congresses which, previous to the war, were
lheld every fourtll or fifth year. Mr. Collins nominated Dr. Edward
Jackson of Denver, Dr. George de Schweinitz of Philadelphia,
Sir John Parsons and Mr. Leslie Paton of London, as members
of this committee of which he himself acted as convener. The
work of this committee during the last two years resulted in the
calling of a Conference at Scheveningen last week, from July 12-15,
which was attended by forty-eiglht delegates, representing twenty-
five different nationalities. Of these delegates: one came from
(Chili, Dr. Thierry; two from the Argentine, Dr. Arganiaraz and
Dr. Demaria; two from Japan, Professor Hata and Lieut.-Comd.
Tagawa; two from the United States, Dr. de Schweinitz and
Dr. Parker; and two from Egypt, Dr. Mleyerhoff and Dr. Riad.
All the principal European nations except Russia, Turkey, and
Greece were represented.
Much of the great success of the Conference was due to the

hospitality and forethought of the Dutch hosts, Professor van der
Hoeve of Leyden, Professor Rochat of Groningen (President of
the Netherlands Ophthalmological Society), and Dr. lVIarx of
Leyden.
On Tuesday, July 12, in the afternoon, a preliminary meeting

was held in the Orange Hotel, Scheveningen, at which Professor
Rochat welcomed the delegates equally eloquently in English,
French, German, and Italian. Mr. Treacher Collins then explained
the circumstances which had led up to the summoning of the
Conference and gave a short history of the previous International
Congresses. He then moved that Professor van der Hoeve should
take the Chair. Mlr. Leslie Paton of London, Dr. Marx of Leyden,
and I)r. Pfluiger of Berne were nominated to act as Secretaries of
the Conference. The principal motion,: "That the International
Congress of Ophthalmology be re-constituted" was carried by
acclamation, and four committees were appointed : (a) to consider
rules and by-laws; (b) to consider the place and date of the first
meeting of the new Congress and the subjects for discussion;
(c) to consider the question of finance; and (d) to consider what
questions of international ophthalmological importaince should be
remitted to the Council for discussion.
On the evening of Tuesday the Anglo-American Convening

Committee entertained the delegates to dinner at the Palace Hotel.
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INTERNATIONAL OPHTHALMOLOGICAL CONGIRESSES

On Wednesday, July 13, the Committees met in the morning
and so smoothly did the work go that all the reports were ready
before eleven o'clock. In the afternoon the Conference were the
guests of Professor van der Hoeve in an excursion by car and
steamer to Leyden and the lake district in the neighbourhood.
In the evening Mr. and NMrs. van der Bergh entertained the
delegates to dinner and a garden party in their beautiful garden
at Wassenaar near The Hague.
On Thursday morning the reports of the committees were

received. Invitations had been received from Denmark, Egypt,
and Holland for the first Congress and from Madrid for the second
Congress. It was unanimously decided that the first Congress
should be hield at Amsterdam in September, 1929. The new rules
and by-laws were unanimously adopted by the Conference. The
subscription was fixed at £2 sterling, or an equivalent sum, for
members and £1 for Associates.
Apart from the expenses of the Congress itself a fund would

be required to meet the expenses of the International Council to
hold office in the period intervening between the Congresses.
Already a certain amount of expense had been incurred in
preparation for this Conference. To meet these and other Council
expenditure it was resolved to ask for voluntary subscriptions of
not more than £5, or less than £2, from ophthalmological or other
medical societies, or from individuals. Any society subscribing
will be entitled to receive a copy of the "Transactions" of the
Congress for its Library. In this way it is hoped to secure a sum
sufficient to meet the expenses of the Council other than those
directly connected with the Congress.
The management and finances of the Congress itself will be

controlled by a National Committee elected by the ophthal-
mologists of the country in which the Congress is to be held, and
working in conjunction with the International Council.

It was remitted to the Council to decide on the subjects for
discussion, both at the Congress and by special committees to be
appointed by the Council.
An International Council was then appointed to hold office until

the Congress of 1929. It consisted of Professor van der Hoeve
(Netherlands), Chairman; Professor Lundsgaard (Denmark), Vice-
Chairman; NMr. Leslie Paton (Great Britain), Treasurer; Dr. Marx
(Netherlands), Secretary; Geheimrath Professor Axenfeld
(Germany); Dr. Byers (Canada); Professor Coppez (Belgium);
Professor Marquez (Spain); Professor Meller (Austria); Dr. Alorax
(France); Professor Ovio (Italy); and Dr. de Schweinitz (United
States). As the concluding act of the Conference 1lr. E. Treacher
Collins was elected Honorary President of the International
Council by universal acclamation, and as a tribute to all the work
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THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

he had done towards ensuring the success of the Conference and
the future of international ophthalmology.

After the finish of the formal business of the Congress the
delegates were taken by cars to Nordwyk-on-Sea, where they were
entertained to lunch by Professor van der Hoeve, whose healtl
was proposed in eloquent Latin by Professor Ask, backed up in
English by D)r. de Schweinitz, in German by Geh. Professor Axen-
feld, in English by Professor Argan-araz, in Italian by Professor
Ovio, and in French by Dr. Velez. After lunch the delegates
visited the palatial new ophthalmic clinic at Leyden and looked
with envy on the spacious rooms and accommodation provided
there for ophthalmological work.

It would be wrong to conclude any notice of this Conference
witlhout remarking on the friendliness and unanimity, with whichi
every member worked towards securing the common aim. Those
who worked together to bring about the meeting were not
altogetlher free from anxiety as to how matters would turn out,
but, in the very first moments these doubts were removed and
subsequent meetings only increased ihe feelings of good fellowship.
Undoubtedly, the extremely generous lhospitality which was shown
on all hands had much to do with this and none who took part in
the proceedings will readily forget the visit to the lakes or the
evening at Wassenaar and the delights of AIr. and Mrs. van der
Berglh's party, or the luncheon party given after the meeting by
Professor van der Hoeve, with the surprise speech delivered by
Professor Ask of Sweden in fluent and classical Latin, so that all
the delegates nighlt understand it without the necessity of transla-
tion. The tlhanks of the ophthalmological world are due to all
those who worked so lard to bring about this meeting and to
render the prospect of renewed ophthalmological congresses so
rosy. Certainly, no one who visited Scheveningen last week will
want to miss the Congress at Amsterdam in September, 1929.

ABSTRACTS

I.-DISEASE OF RETINA

(i) Lowenstein, Arnold (Prague).-On the aetiology and treat-
ment of retinal detachment. (Zur Entstehung und Behand-
lung der Netzhautablosung.) Arch.f. Ophthal., Bd. CXVII,
1926.

(1) According to -Lowenstein the essential factor in the
predisposition to detachment of the retina in high myopia is the
disproportion between the enormouslv enlarged scleral capsule
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