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the anterior chamber, is due to the formation of a temporary
drainage canal between the ciliary body and sclera, connecting the
anterior clhamber and supra-choroidal space. This path is soon
closed, however, by firm union of the tissues, and after a few weeks
all evidence of its patency disappears. (3) The principal imme-
diate complication of the operation is detachment of Descemet's
membrane followed by the development of corneal opacities which
may or may not be permanent and by anterior synechiae, which are
permanent. (4) There is apparently no atrophy of the ciliary
body.

F. A. WILLIAMSON NOBLE.

BOOK NOTICES

The Treatment of Cataract and Some Other Common Ocular
Affections. By LIE:UT.-COL. HENRY SMITH, C.I.E., B.A..
M.D., M.Ch., I.M.S. (retired). 68 illustratioms. Pp. xiii+ 287,
Calcutta: Butterworth & Co. 1928. Price 15s. 6d.

Witlh this monograph is incorporated a reprint of a recent article
on Barraquer's operation by J. Russell Smith, M.R.C.S., from
THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY, that takes up 40 pages
of the volume. Reprints of old papers by Colonel Smith, and
by Capt. A. E. J. Lister, I.M.S., and Arnold Knapp (New York),
are included in an appendix. The very numerous illustrations are
by Derrick T. Vail (Cincinnati) and Russell Smith.
This book, based on an experience of over 50,000 cases of

cataract extraction, is said to be a second edition of one published
in 1910. In the preface the opinion is expressed that this "latest
development of the Indian method . . . constitutes a revolution
of the greatest importance. It reduces the procedure to a simplicity
hitheto undreaint of, enabling it to be performed in relatively
unskilled hands"; and it is said to be destined to supersede all
other methods in the rest of the world, as it is claimed already to
have done in the Punjab.
There can be no question, after more than twenty years'

experience, that Smith's work has abundantly justified itself in
Northern India. His method of intra-capsular extraction,
developed in the Punjab with the simplest of instruments and
accessories, and with no after-treatment, has proved most suited
to the work where great numbers of patients have to be treated in
a very limited time, most of them never to be seen again. The
freedom from after-cataract is sufficient to outweigh many draw-
backs. But these drawbacks, when the operation has been
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performed in unfamiliar circumstances, even by Smith himself, are
-only too well known.
The latest development in procedure, that is to effect the world-

wide revolution, is the "Tumbling of the Hard Lens by Combined
Pressure with Lens-hook and Spatula." By the pressure of a broad
-spatula the corneal wound is kept -closed, while the zonule is
ruptured by pressure of the lens hook applied so far below the
cornea that the sclerotic is indented behind the lens The lower
edge of the lens is thus forced forwards and upwards to the wound
without loss of vitreous. Formerly this rotation of the lens had
been reserved for soft, mainly Mlorgagnian, cataracts. The
procedure is well shown in diagrams. Smith insists that for
success by his method an incision including at least half of the
margin of the cornea is essential. An incision slightly larger than
this is advised, particularly for beginners.
The terms "rough and ready," most descriptive of all the

conditions surrotinding cataract work in the Punjab, would
obviously be most unfair if allowed to tinge, by implication, in any
degree one's appreciation of the most delicate and highly skilled
technique of the actual operation. And there is perhaps one
lesson to be learnt from this Indian experience, viz., that the best
treatment for loss of vitreous is to close both eyes, and to leave
them untouched for ten days.
The fact remains that hitherto Smiith's method has failed to

make any headway in the chief presidency cities of India.

S6miologie Oculaire. Statique et Dynamique Oculaires. Par le
Dr. F. TERRIEN. 230 pp. 100 figures. Paris: Masson et
Cie. 1928.

This volume, the fourth of the series, concludes a treatise on
symptomatology which in its comprehensiveness and thoroughness
is unique in ophthalmic literature. TIhe preceding volumes
appearing under the titles "La Calotte corneo-sclerale," "Le
Diaphragme irido-ciliaire," and "le Cristallin," were noticed in
this journal in 1923, p. 588; 1925, p. 136; 1926, p. 574.
As a guide to the contents of this volume the title is inadequate.

In addition to the early chapters on the anatomy and physiology
of the ocular muscles, including a clearly written section on their
peripheral and central nerve supply and connections, and the
conditions of static and dynamic ocular equilibrium, the reader
will find chapters dealing at 'length with functional muscular
disturbances (heterophoria), strabismus, oculo-motor paralysis,
nystagmus, and displacements of the eyeball, exophthalmos and
enophthalrnos.
The author is to be congratulated on the completion of a work

which within its own limits, is without a rival. It will appeal
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strongly to the advanced sttudent and those who sttudy it will be
well repaid. As in the earlier volumes the author writes lucidly
and attractively. 'The book is well printed, with very few typo-
graphical errors. 'I'he illiustrations, mostly diagrammatic, are
good. I'here is a table of contents, to this as to each of the other
volumes, but, unfortu natelv, no general index.

The Stereoscope in Ophthalmology. By DAVID H. WELLS,
M.D., F.A.C.S. 4th edition. Pp. 107. Boston: E. F. Mahady
Company. 1928.

'I'This book, first publislhed in 1912, lhas now reached its fourth
edition, a fact which indicates its popularity. TI'he author's
stereoscopic charts are familiar to those wNTho have attempted the
orthoptic treatment of squiint and heterophoria, and this book is
largely concerned witlh th-e use of these charts In addition to the
ordinarv causes of heterophoria, the autlhor considers that a
common cause is incomplete development of fusion faculty, and he
finds that careful fusion training will often bring about a cure.
The most satisfactory instruLment to use is the phoro-optometer,
which consists essentiall of a trial frame on a stand writh a clip for
h-olding the cards, wlhich are placed 10 cm. from the 10 D. lenses
in the trial frame. These lenses can be decentred in or out, thus
producing a varying prisnmatic effect and there are also clips
provided into whiclh extra prisms can be slipped. Good results
are often obtained in eso- and exophoria, but stereoscopic treatment
has not been found practicable in hyperphoria. In cases of squint,
a few good results have been obtained, but in the majority of cases
stereoscopic treatment attains its greatest usefulness after the eyes
have been put straight by operation.

Martindale and Westcott's Extra Pharmacopoeia. Revised by
WV. MARTINDALE, Ph.D., Ph.C., F.C.S. 19th editiorn. Vol. I,
Pp. xxxvi and 1,207. London: H. K. Lewis & Co. Price,
27s. 6d.

It is only four years since we had the pleasure of noticing the
18th edition of this indispensable handbook to the art of medicine.
In addition to the familiar featuLres of the description of the nature
and action of various drug-s, accompanied by copious references
to the literature, a very tuseful summary is included of the
Dangerous Drugs Acts, with which it is necessary in their own
interest that all medical men should be famniliar 'T'he editor draws
attention to the necessity of a more complete international unifica-
tion in dosage, composition, and preparation of medicaments in
-arious countries. The difficulty in the interpretation of various
pharmaceutical formulae becomes of great importance in any
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abstract of an American paper in this country or of an English one
in another country. The chemist may neither know what pharma-
copoeia to refer to, nor may he possess the necessary book.

Rontgenbehandlung in der Augenheilkunde: Handbuch der
Rontgentherapie, herausgegeben von Prof. Paul Krause.
By PROF. WOLFGANG STOCK. Leipzig: Geo. Thieme. 1928.
Price 4.80 marks.

Apart from discussing such well-known procedures as the thera-
peutic application of X-rays to such conditions as malignant
growths in the region of the lids, the author also records good
results obtained by X-ray treatment of papillomata at or near the
limbus. As the results in this latter condition are by no means
constant, most surgeons will prefer operative interference in view
of the potential malignancy of these growths. Intensive radiation
is recommended in cases of bilateral glioma, but the results do not
appear to be encouraging. X-ray treatment is worth considering
in the rare cases of cyst of the iris, two favourable cases being
reported.
But the real interest of this contribution lies in the sections

dealing with pituitary tumiiouirs and tuberculous lesions of the eye.
At a time wlhen some of the most progressive brain surgeons are
giving up operative interferences in pituitary tumours, not only as
useless, but as harmful, one cannot but pay serious attention to
a treatment which claims really striking successes in over 50 per
cent. of cases. Apart from quoting- a series of 70 cases reported
by Hoffman, the author records 21 cases under his own observation,
and it must be acknowledged that his case histories sound con-
vincing. No doubt more will be heard of this metlhod of treatment.

Equally interesting are the results he reports of X-ray treatment
of tuberculous lesions of the eye and its adnexa. rhis mode of
treatment is recominended not only for lacrymal fistulae of a
tuberctulous nature, but also for the uncomplicated tuberculous
dacryocystitis. Complete cures are claimed and this method is
worth trying in some cases, if only as a preventative of tuberculous
skin lesions following extirpation of the infected sac. Encourag-
ing results are reported for cases of tuberculous conjunctivitis, but
what seems to represent a real advance in treatment-should it be
substantiated-is the report of the effect of X-ray treatment in 36
cases of tuberculous iritis, for 80 per cent of which marked
improvement is claimed. 'rhe report is sufficiently convincing to
support the trial of radiation treatment in this stubborn condition.
The article, though intended as a chapter in a system of X-ray

treatment, has none of the formality associated with such work,
and is much more in the nature of a monograph giving the personal
experience of a pioneer in his subject. But lest it be thought that
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X-ray treatment of the eye is an unmixed benefit, the chapter of
possible calamities with which the monograph opens, is sufficient
warning that none but the expert in radiological technique should
atfempt the Rbntgen radiation of the eye. To such Professor
Stock's directions should be most welcome.

Das Auge: seine Schadigungen ihre Verhiitung und Bekamp-
flung. By PROF. VIKTOR HANKE. Wien: Julius Springer.
1927. Price 4.80 marks.

The book is intended for the guidance of teachers and parents,
and is likely to prove more useful to the first group than to the
second. The information contained is on a rather generous scale,
but is given with excellent judgment. fhe section on binocular
vision is particularly good. An unusual feature is the inclusion
of a chapter giving in tabular form the amount of vision for the
better and the poorer eye that the intending apprentice to the
usual occupations ought to have
School hygiene is extolled as a preventative of myopia. This is

hardly the case. All the evidence available points to the fact that
the erection of school palaces has had no influence whatever in
reducing the incidence of myopia, whatever be its effect on the
course of existing myopia. School hygiene is a good cause wlhich
does not require bolstering up by poor arguments.
The book is well got up and deserves a wide circulation.

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY.
Sir,-The following extracts from the diary of my grandmother

are not without interest in the history of operations for squint in
this country.
Wednesday, July 22, 1840. "William (my grandfather) set

out to town in order to have the operation performed upon his eye;
which was attended with much difficulty."

23rd. "William in much pain from his eye."
24th. "William's eye going on pretty well."
25th. "William's eye very painful."
30th. "William went to town early to see Mr. Liston."
November 12, 1840. "William' went to town to see Mr.

Thornley respecting Mr. Liston's eye operation."
This latter extract is almost certainly owing to the fact that my

grandfather was amblyopic in his squinting eye. It was not
discovered- until after the operation; and, of course, the family
attributed it to the operation. It does not appear from the diary
that Mr. Thornley was able to correct their wrong impressions.
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