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OBITUARY

HIDEYO NOGUCHI

LIKE Walter Myers and Adrian Stokes, martyrs to science in the
bacteriological investigation of yellow fever, HIDEYO NOGUCHI has
died at Accra. He was born in Japan in 1876, and educated at
Tokio University. He went to America in 1901, and after holding
several posts became attached to the Rockefeller Institute. His
bacteriological researches included the discovery of the spirochaeta
pallida in the brain in general paralysis, and in the spinal cord in
tabes. During the last ten years Noguchi did a great deal of work
on yellow fever in Central and South America, and it was in order
to determine whether or not his discovery of a spirochaete there
could be repeated in Africa that he made his last voyage eastwards.
He had intended to arrive in England on June 2, on his way to
Egypt, where he hoped to correlate his bacteriological researches on
trachoma among American Indians with further research on
Egyptian trachoma.
He had succeeded in isolating from the trachomatous conjunctiva

of man an organism which produced follicles followed by scarring
when injected beneath the conjunctiva of chimpanzees. The
organism was recovered from the follicles and cultured, when it
again produced the same results on inoculation. The organism
which he isolated was a Gram-negative, aerobic bacillus, possessed
of motility. Blood serum from trachoma cases produced marked
agglutination of the cultured bacilli, which was not the case with
serum from non-trachomatous cases. The histological appearance
of the trachoma among the Indians and the inoculated conjunctiva
of chimpanzees differed from the histological appearance of trachoma
as found in this country, and in emigrants to this country from
Europe, as pointed out by Mayou. In Noguchi's original article on
the subject (Journal of the American Medical Association, September
3, 1927), he said, " Whether or not the parasite is related to forms
of trachoma other than that occurring among American Indians
remains, of course, to be determined by isolation of the micro-
organism from cases in other localities, and possibly also by
serological examinations."

Noguchi is described by one who knew him, as " a very modest
and retiring little chap but one of the salt of the earth."
One of the foremost in bacteriological research, he was persuaded

by some American ophthalmic surgeons to interest himself in
trachoma. His work on this disease was not completed, and his
loss is incalculable.
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"This high man, with a great thing to pursue,
Dies ere he knows it."

As this notice is going to press we regret to read of the death of
Noguchi's assistant, Dr. W. A. Young, who has also fallen a victim
to yellow fever.

NOTES

William Mackenzie THE first award of the recently instituted
Memorial Medal William Mackenzie Memorial Medal " In recog-

nition of valuable contributions to Ophthalmo-
logy " will be made to Dr. A. Maitland Ramsay, Honorary I)irector,
James Mackenzie Institute for Clinical Research, St. Anidrews,
Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeon, late Surgeon, Glasgow Royal
Infirmary and Ophthalmic Institution.
The presentation will take place in Glasgow, in the autumn, on

a date to be arranged, and on that occasion Dr. Ramsay will deliver
an address.

* * ,'* *

DR. H. BOYD CUNNINGHAM has been appointed
Appointment Ophthalmic Specialist Medical Referee under the

Workmen's Compensation Act to County Court
Circuits 1 and 2 (Northumberland and Durham).

** * *

An early example of In Domesday Book, Vol. I, folio 293, under
provision for a blind Snotinghamscire (Notts), is this curious entry,

man "In Wareshope tenet quidam cecus unam bova-
tam in elemosina de Rege." In Wareshope a certain blind man
holds one bovate in alms of the King.

Pollock and Maitland, History of English Law, Vol. I, p. 241,
notice the case, which they refer to under the tenure heading of
frankalmoin, or free alms. As time went by the tenure of frankal-
moin referred to churches and ecclesiastics almost exclusively. In
such instances it occasionally happened that when land was given
to a churchman, a definite stipulation was made accompanying the
gift, for some service, such as that the donee should sing a mass
once a year for the soul of the donor, or for the souls of his
ancestors. It is pointed out that gifts in frankalmoin were usually
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