
their intention as soon as possible to the Secretcaries, Dr. E. Marx,
Academisch Ziekelnhuis, Leiden, or Prof. Dr. W. P. C. Zeeman,
Wilhelmina Hospital, Amsterdam, at the same time stating whether
they intend to be present at the meetings in Amsterdam anid
Scheveningen or whether they only wish to have the Notices and
Proceedings sent to them. The dates of the meetings are September
5 to 13, the subscription for Members being two guineas and for
Associates one guinea, which should be sent to Dr. H. M. Roelofsz.
Director of the Incassebank, Heerengracht, 531, Amsterdam (Post
Office Account 8074).

Messrs. Thos. Cook & Son have been appointed the official
Agents to undertake travel and hotel arrangements for members
attending the Congress.

ABSTRACTS

LACRIMAL

(i) Isakowitz.-Argyros-ts -of the lower lid after probing and
simultaneous injection of collargol. (Argyrose des Unterlides
infolge Sondierung und gleichzeitiger Kollargoldurchspu-
lung.) Klin. Monatsbl. f. Augenheilk., Bd. LXXIX, S. 637,
1928.

(1) Isakowitz records a case which is perhaps worth remember-
ing. A child, aged 8 years, had a suppurative dacryocystitis
which was treated by probing and the simultaneous injection of
a 4 per cent. solution of collargol. After the seventh injection
there was some haemorrhage and a swelling of the lower lid. This
was followed by a blue grey discolouration of the entire skin of the
lower lid which was still visible after four years.

W. S. DUKE-ELDER.

(2) Brown, Albert L.-A method of dilating the lacrymal duct
by rapid dilatation with sea tangle probes (preliminary
report). Arch. of Ofhthal., Juily, 1928.

(2) Brown's opinion that the repeated passing of lacrymal
probes often aggravates the formation of scar tissue is probably
shared by the majority of ophthalmic surgeons. He has, there-
fore, designed a probe made of sea tangle, about 3-1 ins. long,
and the diameter of a No. 1 Bowman probe, which can be obtained
from V. Muller and Co., of Chicago. The sea tangle, in the
normal moisture of the naso-lacrymal duct, swells to six or seven
times its original calibre. The technique of introduction is simple.
The sac is washed out with cocaine and the probe is sterilised by a

LACRIMAAL 39

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.13.1.39 on 1 January 1929. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

rapid but. thorough washing with alcohol. It is then coated with
white vaseline. 'Fhe operator grasps the probe with a pair of
mosquito forceps near its tip and introduces it into the lacrymal
punctum. By short rapid movements of releasing and grasping
the probe, an insertion is effected before swelling has occurred.
It is left in for half an hour to an hour, according to the amount
of dilatation required, and is then removed by dragging on a small
thread which has been passed througlh the upper end of the probe.
In the presence of infection, it is well before probing to syringe
out the sac every day with 1 in 3,000 metaphen, giving the patient
a solution of the same strength as an eyewash until the infection
seems to have subsided. This method of treatment has been tried
in 20 patients with excellent results. It is, of course, necessary in
some cases to pass the probe several times, and in all cases to have
a rhinological examination in case the lower end of the duct should
be occluded by swollen turbinates, adhesions, and the like. If
such conditions are found, they must be corrected before the probes
are used.

F;. A. WILLIAMSON-NOBLE.

BOOK NOTICES

Atti del Congresso d'Oftalmologia, Rome, Nov. 3-5, 1927. Pp.
448. Rome: " L'Universal " Tipographia poliglotta. 1928.

This beautifully printed quarto volume of the Transactions of
the Congress of the Italian Ophthalmological Society contains
inany communications of interest and-permanent value. Two of
these demand special notice. Ihe article (pp. 70-131) by Dr. F.
Poos, on the physiology and pharmacology of the unstriped
mnuscles of the eye is an elaborate experimental investigation of the
effects of temperature and drugs upon the sphincter and dilatator
of the iris and the ciliary- muscle, and well deserved the award of
the Cirincione Prize. Though containing few new facts it is an
excellent demonstration of the present state of our knowledge of
the subject, with- numerous tracings and a full bibliography.
Dr. Mario Montaliti's article on the anterior corpora quadrigemina
in man, which obtained the Cidonio Prize, is an anatomical inves-
tigation of the anterior colliculi in human foetuses, together with
a few experimental observations of degenerations in monkeys by
the Marchi method. It is also accompanied by a good biblio-
graphy. rwo other p)rizes were awarded for communications of
less value: the Cozzoli prize to Dr. Bartolo Castello for a contri-
bution to the study of the reticulo-endothelial system of the eye;
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