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Hippocrates, Galen and Celsus, giving only poor additions of
their own.

It took a long time for ophthalmology to make much headway
as a speciality in Europe. Couchers and quacks abounded but a
professorial chair was not founded until comparatively recently,
the first one being in Vienna. - It is curious that even the famous
von Graefe did not have one of his own until 1866, four years
before his death. Paris did not follow the example of Vienna until
1879, whereas Harvard established a chair in 1871 with Henry
Willard Williams as incumbent.
The enormous modern development of ophthalmology has been

the work of the last hundred years and due largely to the invention
of new methods of examination. The names of Mackenzie, who
originated focal illumination, Helm,holtz, Cuignet and Donders
speak for themselves in a roll of inventors of diagnostic instruments
and procedures. von Graefe's name is so intimately associated
with iridectomy for acute glaucoma, that we are a little apt to over-
look the importance of his work in connection with perimetry.
Professor Fuchs related an interesting story of how a beggar who
was led about the streets and earned his living by his blindness,
was discovered in the act of reading and regarded as a cheat. The
police brought him to von Graefe who, by taking the field, dis-
covered that only central vision was present, the patient being a
sufferer from retinitis pigmentosa.
On the operative side the important landmarks are 1746 when

Daviel substituted extraction of cataract for couching, 1857
when von Graefe discovered iridectomy for glaucoma, and 1884
when Carl Koller first used cocaine as a local anaesthetic for eye
operations.

A Memento of a Famous Ophthalmic Charlatan
Through the kindness of Mr. Treacher Collins we had the oppor-

tunity, not long ago, of examining a snuff-box which would appear
to have been at one time the property of Sir William Read, Queen
Anne's oculist and a noted ophthalmic impostor. The box is of
silver with a mother-of-pearl lid and is in the shape of an oyster
shell, measuring 34 by 3 by X an inch. The lid is engraved, the
upper third being adorned by a diaper pattern; next comes a
narrow space divided into two parts, the left hand space containing
the following sentence: " I fight for Innosentes, Sr. William
Read "; that on the other side having: " This as on[e] of my
defenders ye lord hath sent me." The lower part of the lid shows
at the right hand part, below, an effigy of a baby, wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying amid rushes, rather like Moses in the
bulrushes and above this, the word " England." On the left h;and
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side is engraved the figure of a man on horseback. The horse is a
ludicrous mixture of an English cart horse and a Norman destrier.
The man is in armour as to his body and has an open sort of Roman
helmet on his head; in his right hand he holds a lance, and to his
left thigh is strapped a short curved falchion which looks like a
Roman short sword. The bridle of the horse is a typical medi-
aeval structure and the reins appear to hang loose on the steed's
neck. On the back of the snuff-box is engraved a coat-of-arms,
the engraving being a typical example of the Chippendale period,
very unlikely to belong to a date prior to 1750. The coat may be
blazoned as follows:-Gules, a lion rampant between three stars
of six points argent. Crest, a demi-lion rampant. A previous
owner has noted that this coat-of-arms is that of the Malone family;
in this he is in error, the Malone coat being given by Burke as
Malone of Baronstown, Ireland, created Baron Sunderlin in

1785: Gules, a lion rampant between three mullets argent." Now
a mullet is a star of five points and it is almost inconceivable that
such a mistake in elementary heraldry could have been made,
unless it was engraved by an ignorant craftsman for an equally
ignorant customer.
On the inside of the base of the box is stamped something which

may be the remains of the marks for silver, but it is not possible
to make anything of it. Read died in 1715 so that the silver must
be at least as old as the reign of Queen Anne.

Sir William Read as a defender of the innocents appears in quite
a new role; like most of the ophthalmic quacks all was fish that
came to his net; he cured wens, hare-lips, cancers and cataracts and
he was the.proprietor of a noted styptic water, but we have never
heard that he took babies under his care.

ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE OPHTHALMOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

JUBILEE MEETING

MR. LESLIE PATON, the president of the Ophthalmological Society
of the United Kingdom, opened the jubilee Meeting of the Annual
Congress on Thursday, April 3, at the Royal Society of Medicine.
On behalf of the Society he welcomed guests from Europe and
America, and read messages of greeting from the following
ophthalmic surgeons:
Edward Jackson, Professor E. de Grosz, Professor Erlebeiman,

Professor Vogt, Professor Axenfeld, Professor Fuchs, Professor
Lundsgaard and others.
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