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in a grab front to be worn whenever he was talking to men he
could not look down on.
The third case was again a patient with bifocals who found her

glasses excellent for distance but productive of much blurry vision
when she looked through the lower segments for reading.
Examination of her glasses showed that the temples were just a
trifle loose so that she was frequently putting her fingers against-
the lower part of her lenses so as to push the glasses higher up her
nose, thus fogging them. Tightening the temples effected an
immediate cure. The patient, though a highly educated woman,
had been unable to make this simple observation herself.

COUNCIL OF BRITISH OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Annual Report

THE Council presents its report for the year 1929-30. At the first
meeting the following were elected as officers:-President, Mr.
J. Herbert Fisher; Vice-Presidents, Sir W. Tindall Lister, Sir
J. Herbert Parsons; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. M. S. Mayou; Hon.
Secretary, Mr. Frank Juler. The following were appointed to
serve on the Executive Committee:-The President and Secretary
(ex officiis) with Mr. Treacher Collins, Sir W. Lister, Sir J. H.
Parsons, Messrs. Mayou, Goulden and WVilliamson-Noble.
Report on admissions to Ophthalmia Schools at White Oak,

Swanley.-A deputation from the Council attended at the Ministry
of Health with proposals to facilitate the admission of children
from the extra-metropolitan areas into the schools. The obstacle
to extending the use of the schools is financial, and little hope was
held out by the representatives of the Minister that any assistance
could be afforded by the Ministry. It was pointed out that the cost
of maintenance per child would diminish if the number of children
were increased. The Board of Education has been approached in
regard to the advantages of specialist examination of children in
extra-metropolitan schools, since the Council has reason to believe
that a certain amount of ocular disease, which would benefit by
residential treatment at Swanley, escapes detection.
Ophthalmic Benefit.-Since the last report, certain develop-

ments have taken place in the possible methods of administration
of ophthalmic benefit, and at a joint meeting of the Executive
Committees of the Council and the British Medical Association a
prolonged discussion on policy took place. As a result the Asso-
ciation invited the Council to nominate three representatives to
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serve on its Ophthalmic Committee. This the Council agreed to
do, and Messrs. Fisher, Mayou and Juler were nominated for this
duty. The British Medical Association has established a scheme
of clinics on lines which are not universally approved, and other
schemes are being actively discussed. The subject is receiving
the constant attention of the Executive Committee.
Report on Ophthalmia Neonatorum.-Copies of this report have

been circulated and brought to the notice of the County and
Borough Authorities which deal with Maternity and Child
Welfare.
Report on the " Refraction Hospitals."-This report has been

received and is under consideration by the Executive Committee.
The Council desires to thank the Council of the Royal Societv

of Medicine for the use of rooms for meetings, and the National
Committee for the Prevention of Blindness (U.S.A.) for continuing
to send copies of its publications.
As in former years, the expenses of the Council have been

defrayed by contributions from its members.

ABSTRACTS

I.-RETINA

(i) Dubois, Hdl!ne (Lausanne).-Traumatic detachment of the
retina and operative treatment. (DEcollements rdtiniens
traumatiques et traitement opdratoire,'. Ann. d'Ocut.,
Vol. CLXV, p. 81, 1929.

(1) Dubois quotes the references to some of Gonin's writings
from 1921 onwards in which complete and lasting recovery
from retinal detachment is possible by operation (closure of holes
in the retina). She points out that Gonin refers only once to
detachments other than spontaneous. Traumatic detachments due
to haemorrhage or oedema may be of better prognosis than spon-
taneous detachments, but detachments due to retinal tears from a
violent concussion injury or to a cicatricial contraction after a
penetrating injury are in a different category. Operation on a
traumatic detachment with a hole in the retina is reported as having
been successful after a single application of the thermocautery
which produced closure of the rent. In this case there were no
vitreous bands. Other cases are described, which were treated at
the ophthalmic hospital in Lausanne, in which operation was not
successful in restoring the retina completely to its position owing
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