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the increase is chiefly in the antero-posterior diameter, and the
shape of the globe becomes irregularly oblong.

In eyes which become enlarged spherically or nearly so, the
distension of the retina is incomparably greater than in those
which become ellipsoid. Consequently the conditions are more
favourable to detachment of the retina in the first group than in the
second. To determine whether detachment does occur with
greater frequency in spherically distended eyeballs or in those with
" regional" distension, examination and measurement of a
number of eyeballs after removal or in the cadaver is essential.

J. B. LAWFORD.
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Coal-Miners' Nystagmus. By G. F. HAYCRAFT, M.R.C.S.,
L.R.C.P., D.O.M. & S. Oxford Medical Publications. 1931.
Price is.

THIS booklet of 15 pages gives a clear and accurate account of the
signs and symptoms of miners' nystagmus. The author, while
not claiming that the description is exhaustive, hopes that the
booklet will assist newly qualified practitioners. There is no room
for a guide to the literature but the author should have mentioned
that such a guide is to be found in the "First Report of the Miners'
Nystagmus Committee" Special Report, No. 65 of the Medical
Research Council.
The description of the condition follows the usual lines but

special attention is drawn to the contraction of the fields of peri-
pheral vision said to exist. This contraction was first described
by Cridland but most ophthalmic surgeons do not lay any stress
on this sign. The aetiology is discussed and although the author
throws his weight on the side of the hypothesis of deficient
illumination, he does not consider the question decided and thinks
the possibility of a chronic poisoning should not be dismissed.
" Fatigue of the retina forming a part of a general nervous fatigue
is a predominant cause of the symptom complex which we know
as ' miners' nystagmus '."
The treatment suggested is cessation from pit work and employ-

ment on the surface. The suggested treatment of sleeplessness
by hyoscine should be confined to in-patients and Dr. Haycraft
has had success in treating severe cases with rest in bed,
hyoscine and ultra-violet rays. Outdoor treatment with ultra-
violet rays was not successful.
This booklet is easier to read than the " First Report " but

perhaps the more authoritative document is worth the extra six-
pence that it costs.
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