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The authors state that satisfactory results were obtained in 75 per
cent. of cases, and that the patients who underwent this treatment
were followed up for from two months to eight years. In young
persons the use of negative spheres stimulates accommodation.
Hypermetropes were improved by treatment and myopes cured..
The results justify a trial of this form of treatment.

H. B. STALLARD.

BOOK NOTICES

Ophthalmo- und Oto-Neurologie. By E. A. SPIEGEL, Professor
of Neurology in the Temple University, Philadelphia (U.S.A.),
and IGNAZ SOMMER, Assistant in the Ear, Nose and Throat
Department of the Vienna Polyclinic. With 87 figures. Pp. 336..
Berlin: Julius Springer. 1931. Price, 28 R.M.

This is a very useful and clearly written book on the neurological
aspects and relationships of ophthalmology and otology-more
than half being devoted to the former subject. The introductory
chapter on the brain stem and cerebrum is an excellent review of
the anatomy and functions of these parts, and whilst the student
ought to know all about most of it before embarking upon his special
subject, a concise review of this kind is fully justified. Subsequent
chapters deal with the cerebrospinal fluid, the visual paths, the
fundus oculi, eye movements, the smooth muscles of the eye and
orbit, and the sensory nerve supply of the eye. In these chapter&s
too much space is wasted over the commonplaces of the ordinary
ophthalmic textbook. For example, quite inadequate notes on
tuberculous choroiditis (8 lines), diabetic retinitis (7 lines), and so
on are useless, quite apart from their remote relationship to
neurology. In the section on retrobulbar neuritis there is no-
reference to tobacco.

Ophthalmologists will be less concerned with the second part
of the book, but the physiology of the labvrinth and the neurology
of posture, etc., are so fascinating that their study supplies its own
reward. Moreover, there is much about nystagmus which will well
repay the ophthalmologist's perusal.
The book is excellently printed and illustrated.

Das Glaucom. By A. PETERS, Professor in Rostock. With 35
figures. Pp. 361. Berlin: Julius Springer. Price, 38 R.M.

This is a part of the third edition of the Graefe-Saemisch
Handbuch der gesamten Augenheilkunde. It is not, as the title
might lead one to suppose, a comprehensive treatise on glaucoma.
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As the author states in his preface, operative treatment has been
dealt with in the Handbuch by Kollner, Heine, and von Wessely -

the pathological anatomy and histology have been described bv
A. Elschnig in the pathological treatise of Henke - Lubarsclh.
Further, the work is to be regarded as complementary to Schmidt-
Rimpler's article in the second edition of the Graefe-Saemisch
Handbuch. The book, therefore, as the author says, has somewhat
the character of a torso. The literature is reviewed from 1908 to
1930, thus again forming an addendum to Schmidt-Rimpler's
article.

In spite of these limitations most of the important facts and
theories of glaucoma are reviewed, and an account is given of
recent work on the physiology of the secretion of the intra-ocular
fluid and intra-ocular pressure. The literature is, indeed, exhaus-
tively treated; but there is little critical analysis, and the reader
is allowed to draw his own conclusions from a mass of conflicting
results and statements.
As an extensive bibliography the book will be useful. As an

excerpt from a Handbuch or Text Book in the English sense of
the term it is thoroughly misleading. But it is obvious that the old
and revered "Graefe-Saemisch" has long ceased to be a well propor-
tioned entity.

An Introduction to the Literature of Vertebrate Zoology.
Based chiefly on the titles in the Blacker Library of Zoology,
the Emma Shearer Wood Library of Ornithology, the Biblio-
theca Osleriana (the Gest Library of Chinese Literature), and
other Libraries of McGill University, Montreal, Canada..
Compiled and edited by CASEY A. \Vood, M.D., LL.D.,
Collaborator, Division of Birds, Smithsonian Institution. 4to,
pp. xix + 643. Coloured frontispiece. London: Oxford
University Press. 1931. Price, fifteen dollars, or three guineasF

The contributions of medical men to general scientific literature,
as apart from purely medical or surgical work, are very numerous
and it is acknowledged that a considerable number of them possess
high merit. Many of the smaller contributions have been made
by men engaged in busy practice, and of the larger by those who
have left the battleground of ordinary professional life. The
ophthalmic branch of the medical profession has had its share in
this useful work, but the present volume will add fresh lustre to
the fame of our ophthalmic confr6re, Dr. Casey A. Wood. His
well-known Encyclopaedia ofOphthalmology and his epoch-making
treatise on the Fundus Oculi of Birds have already made him a
heavy creditor to ophthalmic surgeons, and the present work will
extend the indebtedness to a far wider range of zoologists.
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In these days there is a veritable cataract of literature, periodical
and otherwise, in many languages, and the highest possible praise
must be given to those ardent workers who put together in one
volume such a mass of information on the literature of a subject as
indicates an amazing -industry, guided by their own bitter ex-
perience, due to the absence in available form of just the type of
information now made available. It is quite clearly the work of an
expert, not only in zoology but in library methods and needs.
The treatise is divided into three main sections. The first section

consists of introductory matter furnishing a brief account of the
literature of Vertebrate Zoology from the earliest times to the
present. General treatises, numerous periodicals and serials,
monographs on various of the special branches likely to interest
'the advanced student and the librarian are included, while brief
descriptions are given of Natural History Societies, Museums, and
Zoological Stations, throughout the world; of travelogues of
Naturalists, Drawings by Animal Painters and Illustrators. In
its 147 pages it contains an enormous amount of quaint, fascinating
and highly interesting historical information, with innumerable
data about men and books as well as about zoology. This section
alone demonstrates an astonishing breadth of reading andan amount
of critical acumen which show that the compilation of this section
has been the work of a pure enthusiast, a labour of love indeed.
The second section is an arrangement of Library Contents in

both chronological and geographical order, and its 26 double-
column pages will have special appeal to librarians.
The third section is the largest and most valuable for the research

student and the librarian, it is a partially annotated catologue of
the Vertebrate Zoological items in the various libraries of McGill
University, Montreal, as given at the head of this article. As
these libraries contain a very large selection of important works,
both ancient and modern, on Vertebrate Zoology, approaching in
numbers about 400,000 volumes, it will be readily appreciated that
the scope of this work is very considerable even in such a vast
subject. It will not be long before the merits of this work are
appraised by those whose continuous and daily use of it will best
entitle them to speak, but it is quite obvious to anyone accustomed
to hunt for references that it is bound to provide an enormous
saving in time and energy for all workers in that field. These
details are culled from many languages and are comprehensively
annotated with. just the sort of notes that help the investigator
to evaluate the work concerned.
The absence of the British Journal of Ophthalmology from the

list has led to the omission of at least one original, if somewhat
highly specialized, contribution to comparative ophthalmology,
which may thus be lost to zoology, if not to ophthalmic literature.
Random tests of the index on Polar matters indicate the far-spread
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nature of the net, and the notice of Dr. Edward Adrian Wilson,
who shared Captain Scott's triumph and his fate, reminds us of
one very brilliant medical zoologist and artist, whose loss we all
deeply deplore.
On page 139 Sir Joseph Banks's voyage to Iceland should be

dated 1772, not 1722.
Although no pretence is made to absolute completeness, the

absence of several well-known and widely used books on embry-
ology and on biology should stimulate the respective authors and
publishers to send copies to the McGill Libraries so that their work
may be better known in Canada and the United States.
The paper is dull in surface, sufficiently thick to be comfortable

to handle and to prevent the' type from showing through, whilst
the use of a variety of pleasing founts of type gives a favourable
impression of the acceptance to be accorded to what must be
considered one of the most elaborate and comprehensive treatises
on the literature of any scientific subject. This handsome volume
will be much used by research workers in zoological libraries everv-
where and will, if such were needed, be for a long time a worthy
monument to the industry and scholarship of Dr. Casey A. Wood,
to whom the hearty congratulations of his many ophthalmic friends
and admirers on both sides of the Atlantic are sure to be freely
given.

The Experimental Study of Reading. By M. D. VERNON, M.A.
8vo. pp. xiii + 190. Cambridge: at the University Press. 1931.
Price, 8/6.

It will be remembered that Miss Vernon contributed two papers on
the eye movements in reading to this journal in the year 1928.
But eye movements form a part only of the whole, for there is
a very large psychological element 'involved as well. In this
valuable book she deals fully with both sides of this question,
giving a clear account of recent experimental work which bears
on the psychology of reading. The acquirement in reading of
a specially adapted series of eye movements is described; the visual
perception of adults in reading and their rclation to perception
in general are considered, as well as the development of reading
in children and disabilities in functioning. Lastly, such matters
as paper, type and setting are considered.

It is to feared that the book will appeal more to the philosopher
than to the casual reader, but all the same its value cannot be
denied. At first sight the matter may seem not worth worrying,
about; one reads,'one knows that one reads, but does not bother to
consider how one does it. "Use is second nature," as Mr.
Pecksniff declared, and this is certainly a fundamental truth when
applied to reading.
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Whatever arguments may be adduced in favour of phonetic
spelling, all in this country will agree with Miss Vernon in con-
demning a practice which deprives a word of its etymological factor
and thereby takes half the interest from the word. In such a hotch
potch as the English language where words are derived from many
sources we shauld certainly insist, even at the risk of being thought
pedantic, on maintaining the etymological spelling.
With no wish to be thought facetious one merely casts one's.

mind back to one's own childhood to visuialize some of the problenms
concerned; and at once one is confronted with the difficulty that
the more recondite type of juvenile literature was usually read out
loud by one's elders. We made the acquaintance of Lemtlle
Gulliver in an expurgated edition fit for children and have no
recollection of his Yahoos and Houyhnhnms.
Lewis Carroll and Charles Kingsley each use on occasions words

which can only be described as "curiouserandcuriouser." It would,.
we think, be a good test to set a child to read the rat-tail page in
"Alice in Wonderland," where the type ranges from No. 10 (pica) at
the top to something smaller than No. 1 (diamond) at the bottomv
At a slightly more advanced age we might try "Jabberwocky" in
"Through the Looking Glass," and set the rising scholar "galum-
phing" through it. Kingsley's "The other-end-of-nowhere" is
made perfectly easy by the words being hyphened, but why is it
that "Mrs. Doasyouwouldbedoneby" is more easily appreciated
by one's brain than "Mrs. Bedonebyasyoudid" ?

NOTES

Annual Congress of Provisional Programme: THURSDAY, MAY 12,
Society of the Ungited 10 a.m.-12.30 p.m. Opening address by the

Kingdom, at Edinburgh President, and papers. 2.30 p.m., at the Royal
Infirmary. Clinical cases. 4 p.m. Tea and discussion of cases.
afterwards. Evening. Annual dinner, probably to be held in the
College of Surgeons.

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 9.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. Discussion on senile
cataract, pre-operative, and post-operative complications and manage-
ment. 2.30-4.0 p.m. Papers. 5 p.m. Bowman Lecture by
Professor van der Hoeve. 8.45 p.m., Papers.

SATURDAY, MAY 14, 9.30 a.m.--12 noon. Papers. 12 noon.
Annual Meeting of the Society. 12.30 p.m. Report of the Council
of British Ophthalmologists.

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.16.1.56 on 1 January 1932. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/

