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possible for a short time, but in the afternoon it could not be done
at all. Accommodation recovered gradually whilst the periods still
lasted, so that by the end of menstruation it was practically normal.
During the height of accommodative disturbances, attempts at
reading rapidly exhausted what accommodation was available, such
accommodation re-appearing after a short interval of rest. Possible
explanations are discussed, and the author is inclined to regard
these disturbances as due to auto-toxaenia acting on a system
predisposed owing to endocrine disturbances.

ARNOLD SORSBY.

BOOK NOTICE

Das menschliche Auge und seine Erbanlagen. By Dr. P. J.
WAARDENBERG, Ophthalmic Surgeon in Arnhem. With 8
coloured tables, and 196 illustrations in the text. Pp. XVI and
631. The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff. Price, 30 Dutch gld.
1932.

This book forms Volume VII of the Bibliographia Genetica, and
is the most comprehensive study of hereditary diseases of the eye
which has appeared. We, in England are all familiar with the
epoch-making researches of Nettleship on this subject; and these
in turn have inspired the work of Usher, Julia Bell, Lawford and
others. Unfortunately many of their communications are enshrined
in special numbers of Biometrica, a costly production of limited
circulation. Moreover, many as are the diseases so exhaustively
investigated by these writers, they do not provide a complete
conspectus of the whole subject as does the volume under review.
Dr. Waardenberg chose hereditary disease as the topic for his
"Inaugural Dissertation" in 1912, and has continued to collect
material, particularly of eye diseases, ever since that date. The
result is a masterpiece of industry, admirably arranged, and
documented with full bibliographies. It cannot be neglected by
any student of heredity, a fortiori by any student of inherited
affections of the eyes. Apart from the encyclopaedic material
which forms the body of the book the attention of ophthalmologists
may be specially directed to the thoughtful discussion of the true
criteria of inherited disease contained in the short introduction.
The author first discusses variations of pigmentation; then

passes on to consider each structure of the eye and its adnexa
seriatim; concluding with chapters on the eye and nervous system,
refraction, variability and asymmetry, twins, etc. These chapters
are a rich storehouse of data.
The book is beautifully printed and illustrated.
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