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JOHN FRANCIS CUNNINGHAM, F.R.C.S., O.B.E.

J. F. CUNNINGHAM, whose death at the early age of 56 years, we
record with regret, was the elder son of Mr. J. K. Cunningham, of
Sec Tor Hall, Axminster. He was educated at Sherborne School
and St. Thomas's Hospital. After obtaining the diploma of the
Conjoint Colleges in 1900, he filled the offices of House Surgeon,
Ophthalmic House Surgeon and Ophthalmic Registrar to St.
Thomas's Hospital, and Demonstrator of Physiology in its Medical
School. He was also House Physician to Bethlem Royal Hospital.
Subsequently he became a student at Moorfields Hospital, where

for several years he did good work as Chief Clinical Assistant. He
obtained the F.R.C.S. in 1905.

In 1910 Cunningham was elected to the staff of the Central
London Ophthalmic Hospital, and to its service and interests he
gave devoted and unremitting attention until the onset of his fatal
illness. In addition he held the posts of Ophthalmic Surgeon to
St. Charles's Hospital and Ophthalmologist to Bethlem Royal
Hospital. He was a member of the Ophthalmological Society and
served as Secretary in 1922-1924. He was also Secretary to the
Section of Ophthalmology of the R.S.M.
During the War, Cunningham was in France from March, 1915,

until December, 1918, serving in the R.A.M.C. with the rank of
Major. He was mentioned in dispatches and received the O.B.E.

In his professional work Cunningham was very thorough and
painstaking, never grudging time or effort on behalf of those under
his care. His personal character was very attractive; his obvious
straightforwardness and genuine sincerity endeared him to a large
circle of friends.
He married in 1910 a daughter of the late Mr. Justice Clarence

of the Supreme Court of Ceylon, and had two sons and three
daughters.

By one who kntew him during the War.

The stimulus of the War, in developing the desire to serve,
accentuated an indigenous characteristic in Frank Cunningham.
Directly the War began it was his great aim to go abroad, and as
soon as the opportunity arose he came to France with alacrity.
For four years he worked there with tireless enthusiasm for the
British Expeditionary Force.
By nature somewhat retiring, diffident in pressing his opinions,
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and entirely antagonistic to all self-seeking and advertisement, he
was so patentlv genuine and out to help in every way in his power
that he completely won a position of distinction by his good
judgment and meticulous thoroughness, and proved himself the
ideally loyal colleague.
His previous experience in trachoma at special centres in England

made his assistance invaluable in the difficult problem of dealing
with the many thousands of Chinese and Egyptians recruited in
the Labour Corps, who were found to be suffering from this
intractable disease. In addition his wise suggestions as well as
his tactful dealing with the authorites were very material in the
successful handling of the situation.
Throughout his period of War Service he endeared himself to

all who worked with him, and for whom he worked, by his
unselfishness and cheery kindliness. His loss will be felt deeply
by many.

FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS

1932
October 4.-Midland Ophthalmological Society, at Birmingham Eye

Hospital.
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American Journal of Ophthalmology. July, 1932.
SPAETH. Some biological principles which underlie ophthalmic plastic surgery.
LUEDDE. Monocular cycloplegia for the control of myopia.
DANIELSON. Some theoretical and practical points regarding unilateral voluntary

winiking.
WOLFE. Notes on muscle and fusion training and orthoptic treatment of motor

anomalies.
OLAH. The technique of preparing for cataract operation.
FERREE and RAND. A convenient device for using artifical pupils of different sizes.

Archives of Ophthalmology. June, 1932.
BLAIR, BROWN and HAMM. Correction of ptosis and of epicanthus.
RONES. Uveitis with dysacousia, alopecia and poliosis.
KLAUTDER and DELONG. Lupus erythematosus of the conjunctiva, eyelids and lid

margins.
SAMUELS. Some notes on orbital tumors.
MAYER. The vitreous in experimental detachment of the retina.
ABRAHAM. Anterior chamber punctures in relation to intra-ocular tension.
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