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Kurzes Handbuch der Ophthalmologie. Band 7. Berlin: Julius
Springer. 1932. Price, R.M. 160.

The sevetth volume of the Kurzes Handbuch der Ofihthalmologie
is probably the most valuable of the series, dealing as it does with
subjects which are rarely dealt with in full in the usual type of text-
book. The first section, which is contributed by Professor Lichtwitz,
of Berlin, deals with disorders of metabolism as they affect the eyes.
The subject is treated very fully, especial attention being given to
diabetes and gout. This is followed by a section on circulatory
diseases written by Professor Kuimmell, of Hamburg, which includes
not only the usual degenerations such as arterio-sclerosis, and the
blood diseases such as anaemia, leucaemia, polycythaemia, and so
on, but deals also with changes in the blood vessels in tubercle,
syphilis, and other diseases; moreover the influence of circulatory
factors on glaucoma and cataract, and other ocular conditions is
considered. A special section follows by Professor Igersheimer, of
Frankfurt, on tuberculosis of the eye, which is comprehensively
detailed and sound in its teaching, steering a middle course between
the view whiqh credits all nondescript inflammations of the eye
with a tuberculous origin and that which denies the existence of
non-specific tuberculo-toxic conditions. The methods of infection,
both clinical and experimental are dealt with, and this is followed
by a discussion on the pathology, diagnosis, and treatment of all
forms of tuberculosis as they occur in the eye. A subsequent section
planned on similar lines, and written by the same authority, deals
with syplhilis and its ocular complications. The next section of the
volume, which is written by Professor Zade, of Heidelberg, deals
with the ocular complications of infectious diseases-the acute
fevers, rheumatism, skin diseases, septicaemic infections, respiratory
diseases, and so on. A further section on intoxications follows,
written by Professor Sattler, of Konigsberg, which deals specially
with the toxic amblyopias, and the effect of poisons on the eye, as
well as auto-intoxications and the results of inverted and deficient
metabolism, such as avitaminosis. The next section deals with the
skin diseases which affect the eye, and is extremely detailed, com-
prising the various types of inflammatory conditions of the lids and
face, congenital deformities of the skin as they affect the lids,
hyperplasias, tumours, and so on. It is written by Professor Lutz,
of Bale. A short section, by Professor Zondek, of Berlin, follows
on Graves' disease; and thereafter comes a full discussion of the
problems of immunity as they affect the eye, which is contributed
jointly by Professor Dold, of Kiel, and Professor Schieck, of

54

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.17.1.54 on 1 January 1933. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


BOOK NOTICES

Wiirzburg. In this latter the whole general theory of immunity is
dealt with, the various immunological reactions in the diseases which
occur in ophthalmological practice, the specific reactions in such
diseases as tubercle, syphilis, and so on, and the methods of
immunization against these diseases. This is followed by a section
dealing with the immunological reactions of the various tissues of
the eye, and a discussion as to the mechanism of their resistance
and reaction to infections. In this latter part the various inflam-
matory diseases which are anaphylactic in origin, such as types of
conjunctivitis, keratitis, irido-cyclitis, are noticed. A further section
deals with tropical ophthalmology, which is contributed by Professor
Bakker, of Hilversum, wherein an immense amount of information
is compressed within 120 pages. This is followed by several sections
on therapeutics. The first of these by Professor Frey, of Gottingen,
deals with ophthalmological pharmacology, the physiological action
of drugs on the various structures of the eye, and their effect in
pathological conditions. This is followed by a discussion on chemo-
therapy by Professor Steidle, of Wuirzburg, wherein after a general
discussion, the specific action of such drugs as quinine, optochin,.
salvarsan, and others, and of the various metals, such as gold,
bismuth, mercury, and zinc are discussed. A further section on
physico-therapy is written by Professor Comberg, of Berlin. This
includes mechanical procedures such as massage, thermo-therapy,
including the application of heat and diathermy, electric therapy,
ionization, and radio-therapy, which includes treatment by ultra-
violet light, X-ray, and radium. The final section of the book by
Professor Lenz, of Breslau, deals with the general hygiene of the
eye, and the treatment of the blind.
The whole forms an extremely comprehensive volume, well

written, authoritative, provided with considerable literature, and
excellently published.

Ofthalmologicky Sbornik. Papers read before the 7th Congress
of the Czechoslovak Ophthalmological Society. Published by
the Society, Prague, 1932.

The volume of Transactions for 1932, bears witness to the
continued activity of the ophthalmologists in Czechoslovakia. It
contains thirty-eight communications which, as heretofore, are
rendered serviceable to readers outside Czechoslovakia, by brief
summaries in French, English and German.
The papers traverse a wide range of subjects, but it is scarcely

possible to obtain an estimate of their respective values by perusal
of the resume's. Some of the latter are clearly indicative of merit
and interest in the papers to which they refer. Disease of the
anterior portion of the uveal tract has attracted most attention
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there are thirteetn communications containing the results of investi-
gations concerning the aetiology (witlh statistical tables), the means
of diagnosis and the modern methods of treatment of iritis and
irido-cyclitis in its variotus forms. Tubercle as a cause heads the
list, syphilis being next in frequency.
We note with pleasure that this volume is more freely illustrated

than its predecessors. The illustrations, clinical and histological,
are well reproduced in black and white.

Sixth Annual Report of the Giza Memorial Ophthalmic Labora-
tory, 193I. Department of Public Health, Cairo.

This report contains a record of the work carried on during 1931
at the laboratory adjoining the Giza Ophthalmic Hospital and also
a nuimber of original articles of great interest. Some of the latter
will be referred to elsewhere in this Journal. Two post-graduate
courses in ophthalmology are held each year, each occupying one
month, the second being a corollary of the first. They are held for
medical men who desire to obtain positions in the ophthalmic
section of the Public Health Department. The two courses are
followed by examinations, a primary and a secon(lary. Candidates
are admitted to the primary examination after six months clinical
training in whole time ophthalmology at one of the Egyptian
Ophthalmic Hospitals, and to the final examination after a year's
whole time work. A high standard of efficiency is demanded and
45 per cent. of the candidates failed to reach it.
The work of the laboratory included 1,650 bacteriological exam-

inations and 700 microscopical examinations of sections. A large
amount of the diagnostic bacteriological work is carried out locally
at the various ophthalmic hospitals, at each of which laboratory
facilities are available. As an instance of the richness of the
material available at the laboratory it may be mentioned that 17
malignant tumours of the limbus were subjected to microscopical
examination.
The author of the report is Dr. Rowland Wilson who has had

the assistance of Major F. H. Stewart, D.Sc., M.D., as pathologist.
The main cause of blindness in Egypt is the supervention of acute
ophthalmias in the chronic trachomatous condition which is all
prevalent. This has always been recognised in the annual reports
of the Egyptian Ophthalmic Hospitals during the last 25 years. If
Dr. Wilson refers to the report for 1912 he will read " Trachoma
alone is an infrequent cause of blindness" on p. 10. He may there-
fore revise his erroneous deductions from these reports, in which
trachoma, per se, has never been adduced as a cause of blindness.

Dr. Wilson and Major Stewart are to be congratulated on having
the opportunity to carry out such interesting work and on their
success in dealing with it.
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