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ERNEST CLARKE, C.V.O.

WE regret to announce the death on November 22, at the age of
75, of Mr. Ernest Clarke, the Chairman of the Board of Directors
of this Journal.
He was the elder son of Mr. Henry Clarke, J.P., of Cannon Hall,

Hampstead, and was born on July 21, 1857. He was educated at
University College School, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and
Downing College, Cambridge. His medical degrees were obtained
at the University of London, the M.B. in 1881, and the M.D. in
1885. The M.R.C.S. he obtained in 1880.
He was House Surgeon and Assistant Administrator of Anaes-

thetics at St. Bartholomew's Hospital for 18 months (1881/82) and
his first publication dates from this period. It was a contribution to
the Abernethian Society in February, 1882, and is "a review of the
Anaesthetics administered at St. Bartholomew's for the years 1875
to 1881." This paper shows the lucidity of argument and clearness
of expression which characterise his later publications.

After this period at St. Bartholomew's he settled in Blackheath
and soon obtained a large practice, but he had always been attracted
by ophthalmology. In 1883 he was elected Surgeon to the Central
London Ophthalmic Hospital, and in 1886 Surgeon, and later
Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Miller General Hospital. He then
determined to devote himself entirely to Ophthalmology, and,
relinquishing his practice in Blackheath, he came to Chandos Street
and commenced a singularly successful career. He furnished very
material help in the foundation of the Freemasons' Hospital, and
became its first Ophthalmic Surgeon. In 1894 he obtained the
F.R.C.S.(Eng.).
He resumed relations with Downing College in 1904 and in 1928,

was elected to an Honorary Fellowship. During the whole of this
latter period he took a great interest in Downing, to which he was
a frequent and generous benefactor. It must suffice here to
mention the gift of an Exhibition for three years, the Organ which
he has left for the new College Chapel, and is now in the Hall,
generous contributions to the Building, and handsome gifts of plate
to the College Associatoin, of which he had been President, the
Boat Club and the Griffins Club, of which he was an Honorary
Member.
He became a member of the Ophthalmological Society of the

United Kingdom in 1885, was a, member of its Council in 1893-6
and a Vice-President, 1910-12. He was a Fellow of the Royal
Medical and Chirurgical Society from 1882 to 1907, and after the
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Amalgamation, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine to the date
of his death. He was a member of the Council of the Section of
Ophthalmology of the Royal Society of Medicine, 1913-1916, a Vice-
President, 1925-1926, President of the Section, 1926-1928. He
contributed much to both Ophthalmological Societies.

In 1892 appeared his first small book on " Eyestrain (commonly
called Asthenopia)." This showed the tendency towards which his

ERNEST CLARKE*

work in Ophthalmology was leading him. He had always been a
student and great admirer of the work of Donders, incidentally he
was a first rate Dutch scholar, and in 1903 appeared the first
edition of his book "The Errors of Accommodation and Refraction
of the Eye." This book met with immediate success and ran
through many editions, becoming the standard work on this subject.
The fifth edition appeared in 1924, and was reprinted in 1929. He
wrote the article on " Treatment of Errors of Refraction " in the
Latham-English System of Medicine, and in 1913, at the 17th
International Medical Congress, he read a paper representing the
work of many years, on the "Range of Accommodation at many
ages."

*Block supplied by the Medical Press and Circular.
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In 1914, he published a small work on " Problems in the Accom-
modation and Refraction of the Eye, a brief review of the work of
Donders and the progress made during the last 50 years." In the
preface he states " Donders' classical treatise was published first in
English (it was never published in Dutch) and as a very small return
compliment this little book has been published in Dutch."

During the war he acted as Ophthalmic Surgeon to the R.A.F.
Hospital, the Masonic War Hospital, the King George Hospital,
and the Queen Alexandra Hospital for Officers.

Early in his career he had translated and edited Haab's Atlas of
Ophthalmology and in 1931, he produced an "Atlas of Ophthal-
moscopy for the Physician," which has been much appreciated.
His last contribution to Ophthalmology was a paper read this year
at the Section of Ophthalmology of the Royal Society of Medicine,
on " Tay's Choroiditis."

Ernest Clarke was a man of wide human sympathies, a brilliant
conversationalist and had a very extensive range of interests. As a
young man, in company with a well-known clergyman, he visited
Ober-Ammergau and in the following winter, these two toured the
surroundings of London, holding lecture meetings. The clergyman
did the talking and Ernest Clarke did the pictures. They succeeded
in collecting £1,000, which was divided among the eye hospitals.
He was a keen Freemason, belonging to a large number of

Branches of the Order. He was a Founder and a Past Master of
Rahere Lodge and its Treasurer for 21 years, and at his death was
Treasurer-nominate of Mark Grand Lodge, and took a keen and
practical interest in all its charitable work.
He was a member of the Committee of Management of the Royal

Medical Benevolent Fund, to which he rendered very material
assistance. As a life member of the Royal Institution since 1896,
he served as a " Visitor" for three years and was three times elected
to the Board of Managers, the last occasion being in the spring of
this year.

His official connection with this Journal dates from 1923, when
he joined the Board of Directors. In 1926, on the resignation of
Mr. J. B. Lawford, he was elected Chairman of the Board and he
continued in this office up to his death. The interests of this
Journal were always a prime consideration for him and he worked
wholeheartedly and devotedly for it.
He was made a C.V.O. in 1926. He was a skilled musician and

and had built himself an organ in his house in Chandos Street and
he was an expert croquet player.
He was a sufferer, in the latter years of his life, from a crippling

form of rheumatoid arthritis, so that he was seldom free from pain.
In spite of this he was never heard to complain, and he maintained
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to the end the same cheerful, kindly, disposition which endeared
him to so many patients and friends.
He was a Governor of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, a Liveryman

of the Goldsmiths' Company, and a member of Pepys' Club, The
Oxford and Cambridge Club, and Ranelagh.
He married Kate Litton, daughter of Mr. John Hirst Taylor, of

Windermere, and had three daughters, two of whom survive him.

NOTES

Death As we go to press we learn with profound
regret of the death of Mr. Treacher Collins.

We .hope to publish a memoir in our next number.
* * .* *

MR. EDGAR F. KING and MR. B.W. RYCROFTAppointments have been elected Assistant Surgeons to the

Royal Eye Hospital. Mr. Edgar F. King has been appointed
Pathologist to the Central London Ophthalmic Hospital.

* * * *

Folia Ophthalmologica WE extend a cordial welcome to the new

Orientalia ophthalmological periodical of the Levant,
which is issued under the above title. The

Editor is Dr. Feigenbaum, of Jerusalem, and the journal is very
similar in format to the Acta Ophthalmologica. Papers are printed
in English, French and German, with summaries in each language
at the end of each paper. There is a goodly list of collaborators.
Among the papers in the first fasciculus may be noted, those by
Meyerhof on 50 years of ophthalmic progress in Egypt: by
Taborisky on the microscopical diagnosis of trachoma; by Rowland
Wilson on a slit-lamp study of the corneal vessels in Egyptian
trachoma, with excellent colour plates; by Peters on acne rosacea
occurring in trachoma; and by the Editor, on the origin of lenti-
conus anterior. We hope to give more extended notices of these in
later issues.

* * * *

North of England A SERIES of Lectures will be delivered by
Ophthalmological Mr. Duke-Elder under the auspices of the

Society North of England Ophthalmological Society
in January, 1933. The dates and subjects are as follows:-
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