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The Wrong Drop

It is not unusual to hear at times during the course of one's
professional career of cases in which the wrong drop has been
instilled into the eye with disastrous results. In earlier days when
the teaching of ophthalmology during the student's curriculum
was not made so much of as it is nowadays, many people on and
after qualification seemed to regard atropine as a panacea for all
ills of the eye; and most of us must have seen cases of primary
glaucoma which have had atropine instilled, under the mistaken
notion that the disease was iritis. The converse of giving eserine
in cases of iritis does not appear to be so common. It has long
been known that injudicious application of silver nitrate of excessive
strength to the eyes in cases of ophthalmia neonatorum may result
in as disastrous results as if the purulent conjunctivitis had not
been treated at all. A recent case at the Birkenhead Infirmary,
where a new born infant had nitric acid applied to the eyes shortly
after birth, has resulted in blindness and was brought before the
Liverpool Assizes on June 21. The child's father claimed damages
against the Birkenhead Corporation; the medical superintendent
of the Infirmary and the nurse who applied the drops. The case
was settled after consultation in Mr. Justice Atkinson's room.
The Corporation have undertaken to send the baby to a sunshine
home, to be responsible for its education and later for its training
for a blind profession. The case against the medical superintendent
could not stand as the doctor was away on holiday when the
accident occurred. The action against the nurse was discontinued
and no order against her for costs was to be made.

It is always easy to be wise after the event and we have nothing
but pity to offer to the nurse who made the mistake, which is
after all perfectly understandable. But we contend that the
instillation of drops of nitrate of silver into the eyes of new-born
babies should always be performed by the medical man in
attendance. The mistake is likely to arise because nitric acid is
one of the stock reagents for the testing of urine.
The Prevention of Blindness Committee recommended that

midwives should not be allowed to instil drops of any kind into
the eyes of the new born and that nitrate of silver should only be
used. under the immediate supervision of a medical man. The
midwife may be expected to test the urine of the mnother and this
is how nitric acid happens to be among the solutions in the mid-
wife's bag. Her certificate allowing her to attend labour cases
contains a clause, making it obligatory on her to notify the least
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suspicion of discharge from the eyes of a new-born baby. In
this way the authorities are enabled to see that such cases have
proper treatment by a medical practitioner at an early date; and
so there is no real need for the midwife to do more to the baby's
eyes than clean them thoroughly with warm water.

THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF THE
FIGHT1 AGAINST TRACHOMA

Assembly of Delegates, April i8, I933, at Madrid

Professor Dr. Emile de Gr6sz, the President of the Organiza-
tion, in addressing the assembly of delegates spoke of the work
done in combating trachoma since the first International Ophthal-
mological Congress held in Bruxelles in 1857. He praised the
advances in prophylaxis and commented on the fact that up to
date the aetiology of trachoma still eluded the investigator. Also
he stated that little or no progress had been made in the treatment
of this disease and recourse had to be made to old empirical
therapeutic methods.
The programme of the Organization was defined at Geneva in

1930, but the execution of this has been seriously embarrassed by
the economic depression of the world. At a meeting in Paris in
1931, the executive committee decided that papers on the aetiology
of trachoma should be read at the Fourteenth International
Ophthalmological Congress at Madrid, and these were contributed
by Messrs. MacCallan, Morax, Angelucci, Pittaluge and
Thygesson. Dr. F. Wibaut read a paper on the initial symptoms
of trachoma. Professor Dr. Emile de Gr6sz commented on the
work done by the joint winners of the Royal Hungarian Govern-
ment's prize for the best work on the cause of trachomna.
He expressed the hope that this international organization

against trachoma would grow and become powerful enough to
make its influence felt in a universal and practical manner.

It was decided to hold at the next meeting of the organization a
discussion on prophylaxis and international co-operation. The
executive committee will hold a meeting at Budapest in June,
1934, and a plenary meeting of delegates is planned for 1935,
either in Holland or Switzerland.
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