
BOOK NOTICES

A Short History of Ophthalmology. By ARNOLD SORSBY, M.D.,
F.R.C.S. Pp. 94, 6 illustrations, 1 coloured print. London:
John Bale and Sons. 1933. Price, 3s. 6d.

This volume forms one of a series of " Short Histories," and does
not belie its name, since the author has succeeded in compressing
the history of ophthalmology within a compass of 92 pages-an
achievement on which he is to be congratulated. Despite the
sho tness of the book, it is not in any way a mere summary, but is
eminently readable and contains much that will interest not only
the medical but also the lay reader. The latter would no doubt be
amused to know that in the Code of Hammurabi, an unsuccessful
operation on a freeman which caused loss of the eye entailed for
the surgeon the loss of his hands. The author in his preface, states
that he has attempted to "record the culmination of apparently
unconnected activities into what constitutes modern ophthalmology."
With this object in view we find after an introductory section that
the book is divided into chapters dealing with the history of
Ophthalmic Anatomy, Pathology, Cataract, Glaucoma, and the
other branches of ophthalmology. Each of these is well written
and contains facts which ought to be known more widely. How
many ophthalmologists for example could say off hand when
spectacles were first employed ? or that the use of the trial case was
introduced less than 100 years ago. History does not of course
appeal to everyone, but even the least curious of men must want to
knowv something about the origins of the art which he practises,
and it is for such as these that "A Short History of Ophthal-
mology" has been published. For those who wish to pursue the
subject further, there is a bibliography at the end of the book giving
the titles of larger and more comprehensive works. Among these
is the well-known work by R. R. James recently published under
the auspices of this journal, the author of which contributes an
admirable foreword to the volume under review.

Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom. Vol. LIII. London: J. and A. Churchill. 1933.

The volume of Transactions contains the papers read before the
Annual Congress, 1933, and those contributed to the affiliated
Societies. It is full of interest and compares favourably with any
of its forerunners. The Society suffered heavy losses through the
death of Mr. Priestley Smith, Mr. Treacher Collins, Mr. Herbert
Fisher and others. The financial position is sound and the
membership is satisfactory. The Secretaries deserve credit for
getting the volume published in such good time.
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Stereoskopische Bilder fur schielende Kinder. By Professor
C. H. SATTLER (K6niggberg). Fifty-four illustrations. Second
edition. Stuttgart: Ferdinand Enke. 1933. Price: R.M.
6.10.

Bilder fur Stereoskopische Uebungen zum Gebrauch fur Schiel-
ende. By C. DAHLFELD. Part I: 32 illustrations. Thirteenth
edition. Part II: 30 illustrations. Third edition. Stuttgart:
Ferdinand Enke. 1933. Price: R.M. 5.85 each part.

Prof. Sattler's series of stereoscope pictures on cardboard are
designed to maintain the interest of young children; the designs
are therefore of simple objects. Dr. Dahlfeld's series show a gr+-ater
variety and also considerable ingenuity in their construction, As
far as both these series go, they are good examples of this sort of
illustration, but neither series involves any new principle. These
pictures do not lend themselves for use with the more elaborate
apparatus now employed in this country.

OBITUARY

ANDREW WILSON

DR. ANDREW WILSON, Hon. Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeoniand
formerly Surgeon to the Glasgow Eye Infirmary, died, aged
upwards of 70 years, on December 29, 1933, at his residence in
Glasgow. He was a " son of the manse," his father having been
parish minister of Drymen in Dumbartonshire, with a family of
eight sons.

After graduating M.B., C.M.(Glasgow) with high commendation
in 1885 (M.D., 1902), Andrew Wilson filled various posts as House
Surgeon and House Physician, including the House Surgeoncy at
the Glasgow Eye Infirmary. He was appointed Assistant Surgeon
to the last-named Institution in 1891, and Surgeon in 1897. He
held this post until 1919 vhen he retired from it after completing
military service in Wales. For many years Wilson had acted for
the Scottish Mineowners Defence Association in connection with
compensation claims.

He.was always a reserved and rather silent man who avoided
publicity. Only seldom was he seen at professional society meetings,
and, strangely enough, he never joined the Ophthalmological
Society of the Uniited Kingdom. This preference for freedorn from
publicity meant that little appreciation of his qualities by his con-
temporaries outside of the Glasgow district was possible. To his
colleagues and his professional friends in Glasgow his personal
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