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Blindness among Jews in Palestine and its causes

A reprint of a paper by Shimkin, published in the Comptes
Rendus du CongrEs International de Medecine Tropicale et
d'Hygi6ne at Cairo in 1928 has only recently reached us.
At that date no official census of the blind had ever been taken

in Palestine, though statistics of some value in connection with
blindness among Moslem Arabs in the country were available.
Roughly speaking, there were 75,227 Moslem Arabs. Of those
examined at the travelling Ophthalmic Hospital from August,
1919, to June, 1923, new attendances amounted to 14,801, of which
those afflicted with trachoma accounted for 64.2 per cent., whilst
12.6 per cent. of the total showed blindness in one eye and 6.1 per
cent. blindness in both.
The ratio of the blind among the Moslem population amounted

to 120 per 10,000. No actual data were available of the incidence
of blindness among Christian Arabs, but as these mainly dwell in
towns within reach of medical aid, the author concludes that the
perce'ntage of blindness among the Christians is much less than
among the Moslems.

Shimkin's figures with regard to blindness among the Jewish
population were taken from the 1926 census. The definition of
blindness is that propounded by Trousseau, inability to count
fingers at a distance of one metre from the eyes. The rate of blind-
ness in Jews in. Palestine would appear to be about 15 per 10,000.
The author's conclusions to this valuable report may be sum-

marized as follows: 1/3rd of the total number of blind Jews
came from abroad, 2/3rd became blind in Palestine. The main
causes were:-Glaucoma 26.3 per cent., trachoma 25.6 per cent.,
acute conjunctivitis 23.4 per cent. Adult gonococcal conjunctivitis
is relatively uncommon and no case of ophthalmia neonatorum has
been "so far" seen in Palestine among the Jews.
The development of acute conjunctivitis depends on the tem-

perature and rain-fall 'of the locality, irrespective of altitude,
latitude or longitude. In any campaign undertaken to combat
blindness in Palestine measures must be taken in the first' place
to deal with trachoma and acute conjunctivitis. The amount of
preventable blindness in Palestine is thus considerable. Excellent
graphs accompany the paper, and it is to be hoped that its publi-
cation has already led to some amelioration of blindness among
the Jewish population of Palestine.
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