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It has been supposed that when it occurs, it is the result of the
absorption of fat from long-continued application of ointments.
In one case which Panico has described elsewhere, the patient
had never used any ointment; this, therefore, cannot be the only
explanation.

Steatosis of the palpebral conjunctiva is seen as rounded yellow
masses covering the whole surface, having no vessels except those
running in from the margins of the mass.
On the bulbar conjunctiva the masses are small and approxi-

mately equal in size; they are most frequent in the loops formed
by the anterior ciliary vessels.

In the cornea steatosis takes several forms. There may be
primary or secondary degeneration; the second occurs mostly in
old scars. It may occur as a yellow ring similar in position to
the arcus senilis, but differing from it in colour.

Steatosis of the anterior chamber is rare, but the author has
observed a case in whom the cornea showed a yellow colour in
its deeper layers, while the anterior chamber was filled by a yellow
mass which proved to be made up of fat globules held in a network
of organized fibrin.

HAROLD GRIMSDALE.

BOOK NOTICES

Biological .or Artery Flaps of the Face. By J. F. S. ESSER.
Published by the "Institut Esser de Chirurgie Structive,"
Monaco.

In this volume, sumptuously illustrated by 420 plates of collo-
type reproductions, Professor Esser has collected the results of
a wide field of work in plastic surgery of the face. The author
is eminently qualified to write with authority on the subject, having
had a vast experience in Holland, Austria, Hungary and Germany.
His unbounded enthusiasm has led him to establish the " Institut
Esser de Chirurgie structive," to which the proceeds of the sale
of this work will be given. The book contains many examples
of restoration of eyelids, etc., and will be of great value to
ophthalmic surgeons.

A Pathology of the Eye. By EUGENE WOLFF, M.B., B.S.(Lond.),
F.R.C.S.(Eng.). Illustrations, 124. Pp. 283. London:
H. K. Lewis. 1934. Price, 28/-

There has been for some time a great need for a manual on the
pathology of the eye, written in English, which steers a course
between the larger compilations full of topics of academic interest

122

copyright.
 on M

ay 16, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://bjo.bm
j.com

/
B

r J O
phthalm

ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.19.2.122 on 1 F
ebruary 1935. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


and the shorter works presenting the bare essentials of the
subject.
The author has based much of his work in the production of

this book on material which he has used for lectures and demon-
strations at the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital. He
deserves high praise for the illustrations of drawings and micro-
photographs of specimens which he has prepared, some of which
have been borrowed from his book on the " Anatomy of the Eye."
They are clear and admirable for teaching purposes.
The text is disappointing. It is, in many places, broken up by

lists, tabulations, and short sentences and paragraphs savouring
of abbreviated notes or a synopsis of the subject and thereby
rendering its reading tedious.
The reviewer is of the opinion that the subject could have been

more enlivened by discussions of greater length about certain
pathological matters of current interest, which in this work have
in some instances received but scant attention. The book is too
short for the requirements of the post-graduate and practising
ophthalmologist. It is, however, valuable as an atlas containing
a number of excellent illustrations and for the examination
candidate to read.

Fifty Years of Medicine and Surgery. An autobiographical sketch
by Dr. FRANKLIN H. MARTIN. Pp. 449, with numerous
illustrations. Chicago: The Surgical Publishing Company.
1934.

A copy of this volume has been sent as a gift to each subscriber
to "Surgery, Gynecology and Obstetrics." It is based on the
personal. diary, professional writings and digest of activities
during half a century of one of the foremost of American obstetric
surgeons, and is accompanied by forewords by W. J. Mayo, of
Rochester, Minn., and George W. Crile, of Cleveland, Ohio. The
author has been the driving force in the conduct of the well-known
Journal under whose aegis the volume has appeared. He is still
its editor, as well as a founder of the Clinical Congress, the
Gorgas Memorial Institution and the American College of
Surgeons.

TIhe book is an intensely interesting sketch of surgical develop-
ment during the past 50 years. We are told that the author
performed his first laparotomy under the Lister carbolic acid
spray; and from our point of view it is interesting to note that
his first leanings after qualification were towards ophthalmology.
What ophthalmology lost in these circumstances has been
gynaecology's gain.
We should like to record our thanks for a most interesting and

readable present.
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Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom. Vol. LIV. London: J. and A. Churchill, Limited.
1934.

The 54th volume of Transactions appeared with commendable
punctuality at the end of last year, and contains the record of
the last Congress with the reports of affiliated Societies. It makes
a most interesting volume. The Council's report shows that the
Society is in a prosperous condition. There are 562 members and
eight honorary members. Six members died last year, including
Mr. Lawford and Dr. Maddox, and the President, Mr. Mayou,
and 28 new members were elected during the year. We note
that Mr. R. Foster Moore is the President for. the coming year.
An album of photos of Past Presidents has been presented by

Mr. Leslie Paton, and Dr. A. H. H. Sinclair has presented a
case for the Presidential regalia. An appeal for subscriptions
to the Treacher Collins Memorial Fund was launched towards the
end of the year and the response to date has been satisfactory.

CORRESPONDENCE

Vogt's paper on " Catholysis as a New Technique for
Operative Closure of Holes in the Retina and for

Treatment of its Detachment"
Brit. Ji. of Ophthal., Vol. XVIII, p. 650, 1934.

To the Editors of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY.
SIRS,-It is likely that it escaped Vogt's attention that Imre

discussed the application of this method to cases of retinal
detachment at a meeting of the Hungarian Ophthalmological
Society in 1932, after having already had one year's experience
with the method. There was no detailed publication on Imre's
results in German, but a short account of the above mentioned
discussion can be found in the following periodicals: Klin.
Monatsbl. f. Augenheilk., Vol. LXXXIX, p. 545, 1932;
Zentralbl. f. d. ges. Ophthal., Vol. XXVIII, p. 575, 1933.
Although it is not mentioned in reports of the International

Ophthalmological Congress at Madrid, I have been informed by
Imre that in his discussion there he demonstrated fundus pictures
of several cases treated by electrolysis.
When Imre tried his method, his idea was that when electrolysis

was used alkali appeared at the positive pole, thus the small
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