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The Patient and the Weather. By W. F. PETERSEN, assisted by
M. E. MILLIKEN. Vol. II, pp. 530. Figs. 249. Ann Arbor,
Michigan: Edwards Brothers. 1934. Price $6.50.

In this volume the author has endeavoured to show that "the
normal individual is constantly reacting to meteorological environ-
ment in a chemical and endocrine rhythm that is conditioned by
the states of the gaseous envelope in whiclh he lives." He has
collected *a mass of clinical data dealing with many branches of
medicine, in particular focal infection, migraine, epilepsy, eclampsia,
gastro-intestinal disorders, neuroses, urticaria, asthma, arthritis,
glaucoma, iridocyclitis, retinal detachment, some aural and dental
diseases, and alopecia areata.
He has endeavoured to demonstrate that morbid symptomatology

is intimately connected with passing meteorological events.
In the section dealing with ophthalmic disorders the author has

pointed out the coincidence of attacks of glaucoma, iritis and irido-
cyclitis with the crest of a polar infall. Cases are quoted in which
the attack came on at a sudden barometric upturn and fall in
temperature, or the maximum development of a cold wave.
One case of cyclitis is described as occurring during a severe

storm with a falling barometric pressure and polar infall; another
of iritis during a rise in temperature and humidity reaching a
tropical maximum.
He points out that glaucoma is more prevalent in the northern

hemisphere, and affects southern races, such as the negroes, when
they come to live in the northern climate. Rohrschneider is quoted
as including herpes corneae in the ocular conditions affected by
meteorological disturbances. He states that scrofulous disease of
the eye reaches a peak in March.

In discussing these cases the author alludes to the possibility of
meteorological conditions affecting the vascular supply of the eye
and so inducing a vascular crisis and thereby initiating a rise of
intra-ocular pressure.

In attempting to explain the recurrence of iritis and cyclitis he
alleges that the resistance of tissues of the uveal tract to focal
sepsis and blood-borne infections may become altered by temporary
changes in the nature of its blood supply. Periods of vascular
spasm in the uveal tract may leave this tissue in an unusually
receptive state for bacterial localization.
The author quotes one case of retinal detachment in an astronomer

coming on at the end of a high barometric pressure and immediately
in the wake of a steep drop in temperature.
He makes the conjecture that disturbed vascular supply to the.

developing eyes may ultimately lead to lessened functional ability
and be responsible for the incidence of myopia and defective vision.
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