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attitude as manifestly unreasonable and calculated to deprive the
State of valuable services willingly offered. It is clear that the
traditional attitude is so firmly fixed that no ordinary measures will
serve to modify it. Government departments are usually very
ready to accept assistance in the many cases in which they are
faced with problems which they are unable themselves to solve,
though they display a coy reluctance in allowing their advisers any
part in the practical application of suggested remedies. So long as
this state of affairs persists- and it seems likely to be permanent-
it is our patriotic duty to supply the best information we can, and
thus at least minimise the defects of the system. As there is not
the slightest likelihood of a National advisory ophthalmological
committee being appointed by the Government, the next best
procedure would be for the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom and the Section of Ophthalmology of the Royal Society
of Medicine to combine their forces, have a meeting during the
next Congress in London in May, and appoint a committee of ten
or twelve members to act as a consultative body, and to watch over
the public interests of ophthalmology and of ophthalmic surgeons.

Literature for the Blind

The blind probably derive more pleasure and solace from reading
than from any other form of entertainment in which they can indulge
without the help of the sighted. It is, therefore, essential not only
that the blind should be taught to read, but that an abundance of
literature of many varieties should be provided for them. Apropos
of the Report of the Departmental Committee on the Welfare of
the Blind (see p. 29) the following information concerning the amount
and kind of literature available for the blind in the United Kingdom
cannot fail to be of interest.
The Census of 1911 gives the number of totally blind in Great

Britain and Ireland as 33,965; it is probable that not more than
two-thirds of this number are *readers, but it is to be borne in mind
that the percentage of blind who are taught to read is now much
higher than it was a quarter of a century ago.
The National Library for the Blind (Tufton Street, Westminster),

which is housed in a building recently purchased and presented to the
library by the Carnegie Trustees, is the largest and most important
organization for the distribution of books and music in embossed type.
It contains, approximately, 40,000 volumes, representing between
7,000 and 8,000 separate works. The following rough grouping of
the books in the library shows that a goodly variety of literature
is provided: Travel, foreign languages, science and education,
essays and belles lettres, history, biography, poetry and drama,
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theology and religion, and fiction, the last-named being much the
largest group. In addition there is a large and valuable collection
of music, and a small collection of books in Esperanto. All the
music and nearly all the books are in Braille type; a small but much
needed group (roughly 600 volumes) is in Moon type. The latter are
especially in demand by those who, becoming blind in old age, are
often unable to learn to read Braille. The circulation of books and
music by this library is about 450 volumes a day.

There are, or were until quite recently, five other important
libraries with a large circulation of books:-(a) The Home Teaching
Society, about 8,500 volumes; (b) the Glasgow Mission to the
Outdoor Blind, nearly 6,000 volumes; (c) the Northern Counties
Blind Asylum, North Shields, 5,260 volumes; (d) the Northern
Counties Institute, Inverness, 3,800 volumes; (e) the Library of the
Manchester and Salford Blind Aid Society, 5,500 volumes. Of these
five libraries (a) has been handed over to, and its books are now
housed and distributed by, the National Library for the Blind, and
(e) has become a branch of the same institution.
There are four important libraries of a special educational

character, i.e., the books therein are adapted to certain classes of
readers, chiefly students. These are (a) the Students' Library, at
Oxford; (b) the Library of the Royal Normal College; (c) the
Library of the Royal Blind School, West Craigmillar; (d) the
Small Library of the Catholic Truth Society, now absorbed by the
National Library. These libraries contain about 9,700 volumes.

In addition there are between 60 and 70 minor libraries, which are
mainly subsidiary departments of societies for the assistance of the
blind and special sections of public libraries.

For the production of books in embossed type there are three
printipg establishments: the National Institute for the Blind,
London; the Royal Blind Asylum, West Craigmillar; and a minor
one at the Northern Counties Association, North Shields.

Besides the books obtainable from libraries, the blind are
provided with about 20 magazines in embossed type, and with two
newspapers, the Weekly Summary, and a weekly edition of the
Daily Mail. It is only fair to add that nearly everything that has
been done in this country to enable the blind to have sufficient and
suitable literature and facilities for reading, is the result of private
enterprise and the generosity of the public. It is felt by many
that the time is now ripe for the State to become responsible for,
or at least to share, these heavy burdens.
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The first Annual General Meeting of the Shareholders of the
Company was held at the Royal Society of Medicine (by kind
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