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12. Ablation of the palpebral gland can be done with impunity if
the conjunctiva is normal; it is always contraindicated in extensive
and deep forms of cicatricial degeneration of the conjunctiva
(trachoma, etc.); in such cases surgery should be confined to
destruction of the lacrymal drainage apparatus as opposed to such
conservative measures as probing or Toti's operation." E E H
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This volume of the International System of Ophthalmic Practice
is one which will appeal both to the physician and ophthalmic
surgeon. Written by an ophthalmic surgeon, it impresses one
with the wide medical outlook and interest of the author and his
extensive knowledge of diseased conditions with which ocular and
ophthalmoscopic changes are associated. The plan of the book is
simple, but comprehensive. It consists of fifteen sections, of which
the first is an important one, dealing exhaustively with the anatomy
and physiology of the structures related to vision. The other
sections deal with different classes of disease in which ocular and
visual changes occur: diseases of the nervous system, of glands
with internal secretion (thyroid and pituitary), infectious diseases,
diseases of the heart and circulation, respiratory and digestive
diseases, anaemia, renal disease and diabetes, poisons, skin and
bone diseases, female diseases, and hereditary eye conditions. It
will be seen that little has escaped the fine-meshed net of the
author; indeed one is occasionally, somewhat overwhelmed by the
wealth of detail, especially statistical detail. But reading it, as
the writer has done, in a somewhat discursive yet critical fashion,
is scarcely the way to do it justice, or to appreciate properly its
value. It is really a valuable book of reference, in which will be
found succinctly yet clearly set out all the varied information
obtainable on the subject about which it is consulted. Occasionally
one comes across a somewhat dogmatic statement of which a con-
tradiction is found later. Thus on p. 169 it is stated " every primary
atrophy is now considered a symptom of tabes or paresis," and yet
on p. 214 it is quite correctly stated, in reference to ophthalmoscopic
changes in chiasmal tumour that " simple optic atrophy is the most
frequent." A misspelling also is sometimes met with, e.g. " Jessup "
for " Jessop," and " Stevenson " for " Stephenson." But these. are
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really small matters and do not seriously detract from the value of
a work which is remarkable for the wide range of its author's
knowledge and the gift of exposition which has enabled him to utilize
that knowledge for the benefit of others. JAMES TAYLOR.

OBITUARY

The many friends of Charles Devereux Marshall will learn with
deep regret of his death from cholera at the Colaba War Hospital,
Bombay, on September 14 last at the early age of 50 years. In

civil life he practised in Harley Street, London, and occupied the
positions of surgeon to the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital
(where he had been assistant surgeon, curator and librarian, house
surgeon, and clinical assistant), and of ophthalmic surgeon to the
Victoria Hospital for Children at Chelsea.

Born at Southsea, he was the younger son of the late William
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