
OBITUARY 589

really small matters and do not seriously detract from the value of
a work which is remarkable for the wide range of its author's
knowledge and the gift of exposition which has enabled him to utilize
that knowledge for the benefit of others. JAMES TAYLOR.

OBITUARY

The many friends of Charles Devereux Marshall will learn with
deep regret of his death from cholera at the Colaba War Hospital,
Bombay, on September 14 last at the early age of 50 years. In

civil life he practised in Harley Street, London, and occupied the
positions of surgeon to the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital
(where he had been assistant surgeon, curator and librarian, house
surgeon, and clinical assistant), and of ophthalmic surgeon to the
Victoria Hospital for Children at Chelsea.

Born at Southsea, he was the younger son of the late William
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Marshall, solicitor. He received his medical education at University
College, London. He was deeply interested in naval affairs,
and was surgeon to the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. Upon
the outbreak of hostilities he lost not a moment in joining up,
and since then took part in many stirring experiences. He first
joined H.M.S. Euryalus, at Chatham, and on board that ship was
present at the battle of Heligoland Bight. In 1915 he was present
at the landing at Suvla Bay, and served throughout the Gallipoli
ol)erations until the evacuation. During those operations he was
once on the " River Clyde " attending to wounded, and on the way
back to the Euryalus the pinnace got lost and dared not move in the
darkness. Marshall and the men in the boat were exposed to
machine-gun fire for several hours. Marshall next saw service in
the East Indies and then found his way to Mesopotamia, where he
went to Baghdad in a river gunboat. At the time of his death
he was attached to H.M.S. Dalhousie. Always a man of devout
mind he formally joined the Church of Rome about a year before
his death. Marshall was the soul of honour, utterly incapable of a
mean thought or a paltry action: sinmplicity, modesty, and sincerity
were striking features of his character. He was a skilled exponent
of the science and art of ophthalmology, and excelled in the
operative part of his work. He was a prolific writer, and many of
his contributions, especially those of a pathological nature, were
published in the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital Reports and in
the Transactions of the Ophthalmological Society. He was sub-
editor of the Ophthalmoscobe during the first seven years of the
existence of that periodical. In 1912 he published " Diseases of the
Eyes," one of the best of the smaller works. He was a prominent
member of the Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom,
and was secretary of the Society during the period 1904-7. It
should be mentioned, finally, that Marshall was secretary of the
Section of Ophthalmology at the annual meeting of the British
Medical Association at Ipswich in 1900 and vice-president at the
Sheffield meeting eight years later. He was unmarried.

Mr. A. Stanford Morton sends the following:
The chief characteristics of Devereux Marshall, which to my

mind stand out pre-eminently, are (1) his absolute and transparent
honesty, which abhorred anything suggestive of subterfuge or under-
hand dealings; (2) his cheery, hearty good nature, ever ready to
lend any and all assistance which lay in his power, regardless of any
inconvenience which it might cost him; (3) the extreme energy
displayed in whatever he undertook, thus enabling him to get
through an enormous amount of good work, mental and physical, in
an incredibly short time, and that in spite of his having undergone
an operation for gastro-enterostomy. Lastly, what may not have
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been generally known, but was very obvious to those who knew him
best, his deeply religious nature.

I was closely associated with him in the greater part of his
career, both at Moorfields and in private, for he assisted me in
practically all my operations, and carried on my practice in holiday
time; and he always seemed to me to be as courteous, considerate,
and kind to the poor as to the wealthy, and there are still patients
who always enquire kindly regarding him, though in some cases
many years have elapsed since he attended to them.
As illustrative of his operative skill, even under perturbing

circumstances, I should like just to mention a small episode which
occurred when he was assistant surgeon on my days at Moorfields
and I had handed over to him a left-handed cataract for removal.

Just as he was about to commence, one of the consulting surgeons
appeared on the scene, and Marshall quietly suggested that perhaps
I had better do the operation. I said: " No, go on with it yourself
and open the capsule with the knife as you traverse the a.c." In
spite of the close and critical observation of the surgeon, Marshall
executed this delicate operation with such dexterity that, as soon as the
cataract was delivered, the observer enquired how he had managed
to remove the lens without having lacerated the capsule,and appeared
almost incredulous when Marshall explained what he had done.

The following appreciation has been contributed by Dr. Sydney
Russell Wells:

In Marshall's student days, perhaps, the characteristic which
most struck his fellow students was his quiet, unassuming manner,
bordering on shyness; but, even then, it was generally recognized
that, beneath this gentle exterior, there was a strong personality,
and that he was a man of deep convictions, a steadfast friend, and
singularly unselfish. One who knew him intimately says that the
word " sincerity " best sums up Marshall's character. Whether
in his work or amusements, he threw himself heart and soul into
the inatter on hand. Possibly as the result of his boyhood having
been spent in a great Naval centre, he was passionately attached
to the sea. He was a fine swimmer and an enthusiastic yachtsman:
mere sailing was not enough for him, he was as sincere in his
seamanship as in his professional work. Whether it was knotting
and splicing, scrubbing down, and the seaman's care for every detail
of his1ship, or whether it was the scientific study of navigation and
the history and ,literary side of the sea, he was equally enthusiastic
and thorough. He sailed many thousand miles round our coasts,
and never left his yacht before completing the log for the day.
Arising, no doubt, from the needs of his boats, he developed,
during the last few years, a great interest and aptitude in
mechanical pursuits, and became an expert at the lathe, with
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the chisel and the file. Here, again, the work of the amateur
"botcher" was not good enough for him. He was essentially
English, and had no small share of. that doggedness and deep
underlying patriotism and idealism which is rarely flaunted
abroad, and which has been supposed by some to characterize our
race. It is therefore not surprising, with his love for the sea, that
he should have been an enthusiastic member of the Naval Volunteer
Reserve. For some years he served as a combatant officer in the
force, but shortly before the war, on account of the exigencies of
his practice, he found it necessary to curtail the time he was
devoting to this work, and so accepted a commission as surgeon in
the R.N.V.R. Hence, when war was declared he was called up for
service. After serving in the North Sea, and being present at the
battle of the Heligoland Bight, he took part in the landing at Sulva
Bay and in the operations at the Gallipoli Peninsula. Later, he was
ordered to the Persian Gulf. He took part in some of the operations
in Mesopotamia, went up the Tigris as far as Baghdad, evacuated
many of the wounded from Kut, and latterly was on duty at
Bombay, where his skill as an ophthalmic surgeon was of the
greatest service to our troops in the East. The fact that he was
finally appointed P.M.O. to the Naval Forces in the Persian- Gulf,
a distinction which he highly appreciated, shows he threw himself
heart and soul into his work, and that his devotion and ability were
recognized by those in command.
No account of Devereux Marshall would be complete without

some reference to his deep religious convictions. He took an active
interest in the Guild of St. Luke, and was largely instrumental in
instituting the medical services of St. Paul's Cathedral. Here, again,
the sincerity and quiet, unassuming characteristics of the man were
well-marked; although those who knew him realized what a
profound influence his religious beliefs had upon his life, he never
obtruded them, nor endeavoured to force his views on unwilling
listeners. His death will cause a gap to those who had the privilege
of his acquaintance which it will be impossible to fill, for his intimates
had a respect and affection for him that few are able to inspire.

Henry Beale Collins, for twenty-five years medical officer of
health at Kingston-on-Thames, died recently. His contributions to
medical literature included a paper on " Noah's Ark Test Types,"
which appeared in 1908. E
The death from wounds, on May 6, 1918, took place of Staff-

Surgeon J. Flemming, aged 44 years. He had studied at the Berlin
Charit6 under Greeff and was known from his work on trachoma
bodies and on the curative action of radium and mesothorium in
eye diseases.
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