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at full length, heading the account " Opticians versus Ophthalmic
Surgeons." The military representative based his opposition to
exemption chiefly on the ground that the optician was not employed
on work of public importance, but engaged in work that was prejudicial
and even detrimental to the public interest. He read a letter in
support of his case from the Central Medical War Committee.
The advocate on the other side, who was inclined to be abusive, and
hinted that the appeal was a " put up job" of a certain ophthalmic
surgeon in practice in the island, produced a letter from the
Ministry of National Service, in which it was stated that it had been
decided to include sight-testing opticians in the list of certified
occupations, and that instructions had been issued that, pending its
publication, a man of the new military age was not to be called
up even for medical examination, provided that he was engaged
in the occupation named below, on or after August 15, 1915.
Opticians (sight-testing). " Men who have passed the examina-
tion of the Spectacle Makers' Company or of the British Optical
Association, and have been regularly and habitually employed or
engaged as sight-testing opticians for more than ten years."
The result of the case was that the military appeal was dismissed

and the Court declined to hear the medical men concerned or even to
allow them to answer the allegations made against them.

Without going into the question of whether sight-testing opticians
do more harm than good, there are two points that strike us as
worthy of notice:

(1) It would seem to be the sight-testing optician who is so
especially favoured. The man who confines himself to his
legitimate business of fitting up spectacles to prescriptions, and
has not passed the examination of certain trade associations and
companies, is apparently not exempt.

(2) Whatever age the man may be, if he has been regularly
engaged in his business for ten years, he is exempt from being
even called up for medical examination. This, contrasted with the
case of the medical man, who is liab'le up to the age of 55, not only
to be called up for medical examination, but possibly taken away
from his practice which he may have carried on regularly for
thirty years, is interesting. The position can only be described as
grossly unjust.

The Development of the Optician
von Rohr has recently (Klin. Monatsbl. f. Augenheilk., Nov.-Dec.,

1917) traced the development of the optician in Germany.
Before the nineteenth century there was no friction in that country
between medical man and optician who kept a small shop and
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ANNOTATIONS

usually made the glasses he sold to the public. Two factors
changed the situation. The first was the divorce of ophthalmology
from general medicine, and the second was the growing influence of
the large wholesale spectacle makers. Cylindrical glasses, invented
by Young, were employed in 1850 by C. N. Goulier, the engineer
officer of Metz, and their use systematized by Donders, Knapp, v.
Graefe, and v. Zehender. In 1860 it was possible to study
refraction in the Universities. The greater complexity of the
glasses prescribed could not fail to influence the position of
the optician. The development of large spectacle factories made
it unnecessary for the optician to grind his -own lenses and
to make his own frames. He became a middle-man between
factory and patients. He was obliged to dispense the
prescriptions of medical men, or to fit glasses himself. In order to
do the latter, he needed some knowledge of the theory of spectacle
lenses and of the commoner errors of refraction. Karl A. Burow,
working with Emil Busch, the proprietor of the well known optical
firm, did much to help the optician to acquire the knowledge
necessary for refraction work. In America, Prentice fought
to obtain a legal standing for opticians. The main reason for
Prentice's success lay in the fact that most of the public wished to
avoid the expense of consulting an oculist. There is no doubt that
the scientific training and the examinations which are legally
constituted have done much to further the better refraction work
of American opticians. In England, opticians are striving for
official recognition, so far, happily, without success. They have
their trade journals and two organizations, the Worshipful Com-
pany of Spectacle Makers (founded in 1624) and the British
Optical Association. Both of these bodies arranged examinations
in 1897. The S.M.C. were advised by G. Lindsay Johnson, and
v. Rohr notes that his activities in that respect were not viewed in
a favourable light by his medical colleagues. It is difficult to gather
the exact position held by v. Rohr himself. He says that it is
obvious that every encouragement should be given to opticians to
perfect themselves in their profession, always with the reservation
that they should restrict their activities within reasonable bounds.

Abbreviations
Our contemporary, the Anerican Journal of Ofhthalmnology, has

adopted abbreviated titles for the names of journals most referred
to in ophthalmology. It publishes such a list in its issue of Auiguist.
1918. The impossible task is not attempted of endeavouring to
give abbreviations for all the many hundreds of general medical
periodicals, although a few are included. We notice that the
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