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(2) Lewis, F. Park (Buffalo).-Accidents and injuries of the
eye-their prevention and treatment. Newey York S/ale
JI. of Medlicine, May, I9I6.

(2) This somewhat lengthened communication by Lewis, is
addressed rather to the general practitioner of medicine than to the
eye specialist, and so is scarcely suitable for abstract in our columns.
He challenges the common belief, even of surgeons, namely, that a
large proportion of the accidents to the eyes cannot be avoided.
Upon this point Lewis quotes the views of the officials of compen-
sations commissions, the managers of large industries, as the Gould
Coupler Works, the Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Co., and ophthalmic
surgeons. One authority estimates that fifty per cent. of the eyes
lost by accidents could have been avoided had the applicants for
compensation worn goggles. Lewis believes that the greatest danger
from the neglect of protective appliances is met with in the more
modest plants, since they have not yet realized that the expenditure
of a small amount of money in seeing that the plant is well equipped
with protective devices is good business. Among common methods
whereby accidents occur from molten metal, Lewis enumerates:
(1) The paths along which the metal must be carried are narrower
than those enjoined by law, viz., a width of at least eighteen inches;
(2) pouring the hot metal into moulds in which soxne water has
gathered; and (3) the sudden condensation of the atmosphere in
the foundry causing a thick, blinding vapour, due to admitting cold
air at the time the metal is to be poured. S. S.

OBITUARY

A Nestor of ophthalmology, Robert Brudenell Carter, died on
October 24, a few weeks after reaching his ninetieth birthday. He
was born at Little Wittenham, Berks, and was the son of Thomas
Carter, Major R.M. His mother died in giving him birth, and, as
not uncommon under such circumstances, Major Carter abandoned
all interest in his son; so that the child owed his christening, and
indeed his name, to a family friend, the sixth Earl of Cardigan, the
father of Lord Cardigan of Light Brigade fame. He was educated
at the London Hlospital after an apprenticeship to a practitioner of
medicine. Carter had an eventful life. Soon after qualification, in
1852, he vent into general practice in the North of London; but
two years later, when England and France declared war against
Russia, he joined the Turkish Army as staff surgeon, and eventually
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received the English and Turkish medals. In the Crimea he
became acquainted with Sir W. H. Russell, the famous Times
correspondent, and was induced by him to furnish to that periodical
a series of graphic letters describing his experiences. His
letters to The Times attracted much attention, and had no slight
bearing upon his future career. On his return to this country he again
went into practice in suburban London, and then migrated to Notting-
ham, where he was instrumental in founding the Nottingham and
Midland Eye Infirmary. Whilst engaged in doing this, he approached
a medical colleague, known to the writer of this notice, asked him to
support the scheme, and suggested that he should join the medical
staff of the new infirmary. "But," replied the latter, " I know
nothing of eye work." " Neither do I," was the answer, " and that is
precisely the reason I am founding an eve infirmary." Carter then
devoted himself to the practice of ophthalmology in Nottingham.
In 1862 Carter left the lace metropolis and went into partnership
in Stroud, and played a prominent part in founding the Gloucester-
shire Eye Institution. In 1868, then being forty years of age, he
settled in London as an ophthalmic surgeon, but before taking this
step wisely re-opened his connection with The Times. H'e was soon
elected surgeon to the Royal Eye Hospital (to give that institution
its modern name). In 1870 he was appointed ophthalmic surgeon to
St. George's Hospital, a post he retained for twenty-three years, when
he was made consulting ophthalmic surgeon. From 1887 to 1900 he
represented the Society of Apothecaries on the General Medical
Council, and did much useful work oIn that body. In 1881-82 he
was Hunterian Professor of Pathology and Surgery at the Royal
College of Surgeons. He was Lettsomian Lecturer, Orator, and
President of the Medical Society of London (1886). It was but
fitting that at the last meeting of that Society (October 28), a vote
of condolence with Mr. Carter's relatives was passed by the Fellows.
From 1889 to 1892 he represented West Islington on the London
County Council. He was a Knight of Justice and Honorary
Commander of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, and consulting
ophthalmic surgeon to the British Ophthalmic Hospital at Jerusalem
connected with the Order.

Carter's contributions to medical literature were numerous and
important, and not confined to ophthalmology alone. He was
deeply versed in French and German. He translated from German
Zander's Der Augenspiegel (1862) and Scheffler's Die Theorie der
Augentfehler und der Brille (1868). He wrote " Hints on Diagnosis
of Eye Diseases" (1865), " A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the
Eye" (1875), and, conjointly with Mr. W. Adams Frost, "Ophthalmic
Surgery" (1887). His writing was distinguished by conspicuous
clearness. He delighted in rounded periods and well balanced
sentences. He had a gift of keen and incisive oratory.
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He retired from the active practice of his profession in 1903 to
South Side, Clapham Common, where he died.

Mr. Carter was twice married, and by his first wife had four
sons.

The following has been contributed by Mr. W. Adams Frost, for
many years Carter's colleague at St. George's Hospital:

Robert Brudenell Carter was not merely an ophthalmic surgeon.
His interests were varied and extensive. He was well known to
the public by his signed contributions to The Times on professional
subjects in which they were directly interested, but he also wrote
leading articles, which were of course anonymous, on numerous
scientific, social, and educational subjects. He also wrote a paper
on the constituents of London dust and its effect on health, and
advocated the substitution of parquet flooring for carpets, and the
abolition, as far as possible, of curtains and window blinds; the
somewhat austere appearance of his own house testified to his
conscientious carrying out of these recommendations. His paper
entitled " The Artificial Production of Stupidity in Schools" might
still be read with profit by our educational authorities. He
was always a strenuous opponent of the so-called "system" of
homoeopathy, and his lengthened correspondence with the late
Lord Grimthorpe on this subject in The Tinmes will be remembered.
He was for some years in general practice in the provinces, and

this fact had a noticeable effect on his subsequent career as an
ophthalmic surgeon, leading him always to pay considerable atten-
tion to the patient's general condition, and as he kept himself well
informed on modern therapeutics, it was certainly of benefit to his
patients.

His clinical teaching also was rather more suited to advanced
than third and fourth year students, for he generally assumed a
knowledge in his hearers which they did not always possess. The
same may also be said of his systematic lectures, but these were
never dull; they were delivered without notes, couched in good
language, and frequently relieved by touches of humnour, generally
in a somewhat sarcastic vein.

As an operator he was probably unsurpassed. He was absolutely
ambidextrous, and was apt to refer to some others as "ambi-
sinistrous." He has also been heard to say that he never knew how
difficult the operation for squint was till he saw so-and-so trying to
perform it.
He was a fluent speaker, but as an orator he, perhaps, lacked

animation. It has been remarked that his speeches, with their even
flow of language, resembled a leading article in The Times well read.
He had perfect self-control, and generally carried his audience with
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him; but he appeared -to'be"indifferent to'the effect he produced on
them. Many will remember the great meeting in the theatre of the
College of Surgeons, at which a large number of members agitated for
more control over the affairs of the College. Carter, who was on the
council, was put up to oppose the motion. No advocate could
better have supported a hopeless cause. He was at first listened
to with attention, then he made a remark, the exact nature of which
the writer has forgotten, which lashed what had been his audience
to fury. He stood perfectly still, with an amused smile on his face,
as if he were watching the antics of a cage of monkeys. When the
uproar had subsided, he repeated the remark with increased
emphasis, but the effervescence had subsided, and he was heard
quietly to the end.

His ready sarcasm, which he was not always careful to suppress,
gained him some enemies, and gave a wrong impression of his real
character. To those who knew him well he was a delightful
companion, full of anecdotes which he could relate in an inimitable
manner. He was a kind, sympathetic, and helpful friend, and he
will be missed by a large circle.

After he retired from practice his bodily strength gradually
diminished, but his mental vigour was but little impaired, and up to
a short time before his death he continued to write. The writer
was privileged to see him on his ninetieth birthday. Although his
voice was weak he conversed freely on the war and other current
topics.

We regret to announce the death of A. H. Payan Dawnay, at
the age of 48 years, on November 8, from pneumonia following
influenza. He was the eldest son of Sir Archibald D. Dawnay,
of London and Cardiff. He held the appointment of ophthalmic
surgeon to the Great Northern Hospital, and of surgeon to the
Western Ophthalmic Hospital.
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