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ANNOTATION

Fireworks

The National Society for the Prevention of Blindness has sent us
an illuminating table showing the number of firework accidents in
connexion with the fourth of July celebrations, 1935.
The figures disclosed are staggering; a total of 6,940 injuries

which were serious enough to be mnentioned in the daily press.
Among these were 24 deaths, 539 eye injuries and 57 cases of loss
of sight. The greatest damage was among children.

Demand, of course, determines supply. We suppose that so long
as fireworks are used in celebrations there will be a certain propor-
tion of injuries. But the total disclosed in America last year is
much too large and would seem to indicate the necessity of pro-
hibiting the sale of fireworks to children altogether. Very few
accidents, we believe, occur in connexion with public rejoicings in
these islands, because the promoters of such festivities see that the
fireworks are under the control of a responsible person. One
cannot always guard against a rocket stick descending on one's
head, but one should guard against small children putting their
eyes out with squibs.

ABSTRACTS

I.-MEDICAL OPHTHALMOLGOY

(1) Roy, J. N. (Montreal).-Hypertrophy of the palpebral tarsus,
the facial integument and the extremities of the limbs assoc-
iated with widespread osteo-periostitis: a new syndrome.
Canadian Med. Assoc. Ji., June, 1936.

(1) Roy describes an unusual case in a man of middle age,
whom he has observed for the past 10 years.
When first seen, in 1925, the man was 37 years of age. Until

15 years previously his eyelids had been normal. His work was in
the manufacture of maple syrup in a forest cabin, and he was
operated on about this time for chalazia. His upper lids began to
feel stiff and soon became thicker than usual. At the age of 23 years
he noticed that the lower lids were similarly affected. The hyper-
trophy of the lids has steadily progressed and has led to a bilateral
ptosis.
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