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revenue, though of course it is annoying for the deuteranope to find
that he has overstamped papers which go at printed paper rates.
It is still more annoying to the recipient of the deuteranope's
understamped postcard to have to pay "postage due " on its
receipt. It seems a little difficult to expect the authorities to alter
all the colours of the stamps to oblige a relatively small section of
the public. There is, however, much more to be said in favour
of altering the design of all the lower values; and it is an odd fact
that whoever first settled the colours of the three lower values
should have chosen red and green with one of the confusion colours.
A minor question is raised if the deuteranope be a philatelist. He
may if he is hasty, " chop, swop, barter or exchange" a red, green,
or even a buff coloured stamp before he realises that he has not got it
in his collection; that is, if he relies on colour alone. Only the
rabid collector can appreciate the harrowed feelings of the colour-
blind if this occurs. The correspondence quickly veered to the
question of traffic signals. Here there is much to be said for altering
the shape of the signals; giving a horizontal bar for the " stop," and
a vertical bar for the "go," and leaving the amber round.

In the welter of statistics with which we are furnished by the
Ministry of Transport, we do not think that any table has yet been
prepared showing the number of accidents in the colour blind.
We doubt if the preparation of such a table would be worth the

time spent on it, for we believe that the average colour-blind
motorist is not only unaware of his defect but is able to
appreciate the nature of the light from its position and relative
brightness. If he waits overlong at a busy crossing when "go"
is signalled, his sense of hearing, unless he is stone deaf, will
enable him to hear the angry hoots of those distressed beings vwho
are being held up behind him. Some enthusiasts would have every
motorist examined for colour blindness before granting a licence,
but the examination of the colour-blind is an exceedingly difficult
business in many cases, and needs an expert.

THE COUNCIL OF BRITISH OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

The Annual Report

THE Council presents its report for the year 1936-37. At its first
meeting in July the following were elected officers:-President:
Sir John Parsons; Vice-Presidents: Mr. R. A. Greeves and Mr.
F. A. Juler; Hon. Treasurer: Mr. A. H. Levy; Hon. Secretary:
Mr. M. L. Hepburn. The following were appointed to serve on
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the Executive Committee:-The President and Hon. Secretary
(ex-officiis) with Messrs. Cardell, Greeves, Juler, Levy, Russ-Wood,
and Miss Ida Mann..

Messrs. Juler and Neame were elected to represent the Council
on the Ophthalmic Committee of the British Medical Association.

During the past year the President represented the Council as a
member of a deputation which waited on the Ministry of Health in
connection with the claims of the Sight Testing Opticians for further
recognition. The deputation was a strong one, and as a result of
the presentation of their views on the subject the Minister was
sufficiently impressed to agree to make certain modifications in the
form relating to ophthalmic benefits for insured persons.
The Board of Education made a request that a representative of

the Council should be invited to attend the Northampton Poly-
technic with a view to making investigations and reporting on the
methods of instruction given there on the various conditions of the
eye, including diseases. The Council appointed Mr. Cardell, who
paid several visits to the Polytechnic and made an exhaustive report
which has been sent to the Board of Education. It emphasized
the inadvisability of training unqualified sight testing opticians on
diseases 'of the eye.
A letter has been received from Sir Frederick Menzies, Medical

Officer of the London County Council, asking the Council's opinion
regarding the regulations governing the visual standards of the
examinees for (a) Scholarships, (b) Teacherships, (c) the Stafi
generally. The London County Council found that in certain cases
the standards laid down in the regulations drawn up in 1924 were
rather too rigid, especially in regard to myopia, and imposed an
unfair disadvantage on some examinees; and they ask whether the
Council were prepared to agree to some relaxation in the present
standard. The Council has appointed a Committee to deal with
this matter.

Mr. Leslie Paton has felt compelled to resign from his position
as the Council's representative on the Prevention of Blindness
Committee, and the Council take this opportunity of expressing
their thanks to him for all the time and trouble he has expended in
connection with this work.
The expenses of the Council have been defrayed by contributions

from its members.
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