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information is conveyed. The chiapters deal with the organ of
vision; the optical system of the eye; correction eyeglasses,
hyperopia, myopia, and astigmatism; movements of the eyeball in
its socket; nature of binocular vision; rod vision and cone vision;
colour vision and colorimetry; concerning theories of colour vision;
and temporal and spatial reactions of the organ of vision. Apart
from one or two statements in the anatomical part (i.e., on pp. 13,
15, 21) we have nothing but praise for the book. As might be
expected the optical parts are specially good, and the theory of
correcting glasses is dealt with in masterly fashion, such modern
refinements as " punktal," " katral," and contact glasses being
lucidly described and explained.
The book throughout is thoroughly up-to-date, as for example in

the explanation of the Pulfrich phenoinenon; and should be read
even by those who are already conversant with such classics as
Helmholtz's treatise, and so on. It is very well printed and
illustrated.

OBITUARY

ERNEST THOMSON
IT is with very great regret that we record the death of Ernest
Thomson, on November 22,' 1937. His health broke down
about two years ago and although he made a partial recovery
he was left very gravely handicapped and unable to work.
He made two gallant attempts to continue his voluntary proof
reading for this journal last year, and it was a real sorrow to him
to find that he was no longer up to the work, which he relin-
quished with great regret. What this loss of his work has- meant
to the journal the Editors fully appreciate. He read our proofs
month by month for 19 years for the joy of helping, and his
help was recognised by all in the Editorial Department.

William Ernest Francis Thomson, to give him his full title, wats
born on February 12,1865, in Edinburgh. His father was William
Mann Thomson, Advocate, and his mother was daughter of John
White, of Glasgow. His paternal grandfather was Robert
Thomson. Writer, in Glasgow.

Ernest Thomson's father died at an early age, when his son was
only four years of age. Later his mother married an army officer
with a large family. Ernest's early years were spent in Ireland,
the Channel Islands and at Chatham. For a very brief period he
was at a school in Jersey, but in 1873 he entered the United
Services College, Westward Ho!, where he was a contemporary of
Kipling. In his recollections he was wont to point out that neither
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Greek nor German was taught at this school in his day, but that
English was "pumped into " the pupils as much as possible.
Especially for "the services examinations, the boys had to write
rapidly to dictation in a competitive manner, where a single mistake
in spelling would cost many marks." Doubtless this was the origin
of his mastery of the English language and his remarkable
proficiency in correcting proofs.
On leaving school Ernest Thomson went for a short period into

his uncle's office in Glasgow to study for the law, but this proved
uncongenial, and he pushed on with his education at Glasgow
University, where he took his M.A. in 1885. His friendship with
Harry Bamber, whose sister was his first wife, inclined his thoughts
towards medicine; and he started in Glasgow, but migrated half
way through his course, to Edinburgh, where he graduated M.B.,.
C.M., in 1889. After qualification he spent some two or three
years as a ship's surgeon, travelling to the Cape and to India.
Though never sea sick, he confessed to being home sick, and he
returned to this country in 1890 and married Miss Bamber. His first
venture in practice was medical officer to a parish, with private
practice, in Orkney. The 1889 epidemic of influenza had visited
the island severely, and Ernest Thomson soon found that the
practice did not offer sufficient scope, so he sold out, and returning
to Glasgow, put up his plate, after a short period of post-graduate
work in London, where he first seriously took up the study of
ophthalmology. In Glasgow he began work at the Eye Infirmary,
where Leslie Buchanan was the house surgeon at that time. They
were each shortly afterwards elected to the junior staff. Life was a
struggle at this time, as it is with so many of us at the start, and
Ernest Thomson put in a good deal of work in the Physiological
Laboratory of Professor McKendrick. He obtained the post of
lecturer at the Western Medical School, and was also for five years
Professor of Physiology at Anderson's College Medical School. He
took his M.D. in 1893, and the F.F.P.S.Glas. in 1897. In the
following year he became a member of the Ophthalmological Society
of the United Kingdom.

In 1902 he was elected to the senior staff of the Glasgow Eye
Infirmary. On the foundation of " The Ophthalmoscope " in 1903,
Ernest Thomson became editorial secretary and later sub-editor.

In 1911 he paid a long visit to the continental eye clinics and
his notes on continental work were published in eight numbers of
"The Ophthalmoscope" in 1912. Not long after, he decided to
give up his practice in Glasgow for departmental work, and was
appointed part time ophthalmic surgeon to the Glasgow School
Board, and later, whole time ophthalmic surgeon to the Education
Committee of the County of Lanark.

During the War years he was single handed, and had to under-
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take the inspection of school children as well as their treatment, all
the other medical officers of the County Education Committee
having volunteered for service. In 1921 he resigned his whole time
appointment, and the Committee, a year later, decided to appoint
two part-time officers instead, and Ernest Thomson was glad to
come back.

After leaving Glasgow he moved to Bothwell, and in 1923 to
Stirling, which was his home for the rest of his life. He gave up
operative wor.k in 1914, but in Stirling did some private practice as
well as his school work.

Ernest Thomson wrote a great many papers, mainly on ophthal-
mological subjects. His first important paper, however, was his
M.D. thesis, for which he obtained the Gold Medal. It was on
"The true position of oxygen as a restorative in carbonic acid
poisoning," and was published in the Glasgow Medical Journal in
1894. Among other early papers was one in the Edinburgh Medical
Journal in 1897 on " Sensory Aphacia, with sector-shaped homony-
mous defect of the Fields of Vision." To " The Ophthalmoscope"
he was a regular contributor from the start until 1914. Many of
his papers were written conjointly with his friend Dr. Leslie
Buchanan. In 1909-10 he was the author of a long review on
Detachment of the Retina, and in 1912 his Notes on the Continental
Clinics, noticed above, were publislied.

In the British Journal of OPhthalmology he published many
papers. He was a member of the executive editorial committee
from the start. Altogether more than 66 papers stand to his credit.
We have already attempted to indicate the enormous amount of
voluntary work he did for us in proof reading. In the matter of
composition nothing but the best satisfied him; and we fear that
our English composition has suffered in those numbers which have
appeared without his kindly criticism. Henderson was always
insistent on the value of* Ernest Thomson's work for the Journal,
and the writer, who has had the privilege of his friendship in
correspondence during the past 14 years, can honestly say that the
high standard of the composition of the Journal has been due as
much to Ernest Thomson as to anyone -else. His first wife having
died in 1896, he married in 1898 Miss Isabel Wingate, to whom
the sincere sympathy of British ophthalmology will go out in
her bereavement.

Mr. HARRY HOLMES
On October 30, 1937, aged 63 years, there passed away in the

person of Mr. Harry Holmes, B.A., MI.B., B.Ch., one of the best
friends of the Voluntary Hospital System of Merseyside.
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