
THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

arterial spasm and ischaemia is described briefly. The treatment
of intestinal worms is given quite fully.

Generalised narcosis is of topical interest and this book sets out
the details of induction of anaesthesia by rectal paraldehyde, sodium
evipan, avertin and rectal ether.

There is much that will interest the ophthalmic surgeon in this
small manual.
The pharmacopoeia contains a list of ophthalmic and general

medical preparations with some brief foot notes about dispensing
and the sterilisation of drops. Blank pages are left interspersed
throughout the booklet for the purpose of making notes.

Annual Report and Statistics of the Government Ophthalmic
Hospital, Madras, for the year 1936.

The report contains a list of the official staff of the hospital and
an account of its accommodation and financial state.

31,609 out-patients received treatment and 4,391 were admitted
to the in-patient department during 1936. There is also a list of
the diseases treated among both in-patients and out-patients, and
statistics of medical students and post-graduates trained at the
hospital.
The list of operations performed during the year is especially

interesting. Cataract extraction exceeds all others, the intra-capsular
extractions number 336 and extra-capsular 1,938. Only 4 operations
were done for strabismus and 14 for retinal detachment.

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editors of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY.

SIRS,-I would like to hear readers' opinions of this criticism of
the term "Ophthalmic Surgeon."
The word " Ophthalmic " is difficult and conveys little, even to

people of average intelligence. Anyone can verify this on a number
of non-medical people of average education. Those of the public
who appreciate that " Ophthalmic " has to do with eyes. are likely
to confuse Ophthalmic Surgeon with Ophthalmic Opticians, who
appear to have "borrowed" the title, no doubt to be in good
company. As the genus that includes Ophthalmic Opticians, Opto-
metrists, Eye Specialists and all such, is widely distributed and
advertised, confusion is inevitable.
Why not therefore, discard the term " Ophthalmic " Surgeon and

substitute " Eye " Surgeon-(" Surgeon Oculist " is a possible
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alternative), " Eye Surgeon" is self-explanatory and further, it
suggests the use of surgery in the treatment of eye diseases.
Compare the simplicity of " Brain Surgeon," with say, a title like
" Cephalic Surgeon." The term " Eye Surgeon " would be difficult
to simulate or "' borrow."

I am,

Yours truly,

C. CONOR O'MALLEY.
6, THE CRESCENT,

GALWAY.

December 15, 1937.

OBITUARY

A. HILL GRIFFITH
WE regret to announce the death of Dr. Alexander Hill Griffith,
which occurred at Woking on November 25, 1937, in his seventy-
ninth year.
He was born in Aberdeen and was the seventh son of Charles

Fox Griffith, J.P. He was educated at the Aberdeen Grammar
School and University of Aberdeen and passed his final examinations
for the degree of M.B., C.M., before he was twenty-one years of age.
After his qualifying examination (April, 1879) and before he received
his M.B. degree in April, 1880, he was appointed House Surgeon at
the Manchester Royal Eye Hospital, a position which he held for
nearly seven years. At that time little was done for the treatment
of astigmatism and it was principally due to Griffith that adequate
attention was given to this branch of refraction. Again during the
time of his residence he was very interested in fields of vision and
as a result of his investigations he wrote an excellent paper on this
subject in the Manchester Medical Chronicle.

In 1883 he obtained the degree of M.D. In 1886 Griffith was
appointed to the Honorary Surgical Staff of the hospital, first as
assistant surgeon and three years later to the full staff. He was
now in a position to pursue his clinical investigations and perfect his
technique. This was supplemented by his love for histology. He
was a keen microscopist and cut all his own sections. In 1896 he
took the F.R.C.S.(Edin.). His contributions to our literature
evidently attracted the attention of his contemporaries, for in 1897
he was awarded the Middlemore prize by the British Medical
Association.
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