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before obtaining glasses, even where the glasses so provided would
cost them no more than under an optician service. It is very
doubtful if there are at the moment, or will be at any time in the
near future, sufficient numbers of doctors to undertake the work.
Therefore, the public will still have to be allowed to have direct
access to opticians, not only to have their spectacles made but to
have their eyes tested."
We were under the impression that the National Eye Service,

established in 1929, is now available in more than 400 places
throughout the country and has the assistance of nearly 900
specially appointed ophthalmic medical practitioners; and shall
content ourselves with expressing the hope that, if the supply of
trained ophthalmic specialists is not at present large enough for the
needs of the Nation, it very soon will be.

Besides this, the welfare of the blind receives adequate attention
on pages 302-306.

OBITUARY

WILLIAM GEORGE SYM, M.D., F.R.C.S.Ed.
We regret to announce the death of Dr. William George Sym,

which occurred on January 19, 1938. Dr. Sym was born and
educated in Edinburgh. His father, William Sym, was a cousin of
Professor John Wilson-" Christopher North "-and a nephew
of Robert Sym, W.S., the "Timothy Tickles" of the "Noctes
Ambrosianae." He graduated M.B., C.M., at Edinburgh University
in 1886; and M.D. in 1889, the subject of his Thesis being
"Diphtheritic paralysis of accommodation and allied conditions."
His interest in ophthalmology was aroused during his under-
graduate career, and was related to his association with Dr. Argyll
Robertson, for whom he always cherished a warm and lasting
admiration.

Dr. Sym was actively connected with the Eye Department of
the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh from the year of his graduation,
a connection which lasted for 34 years. He held office as Surgeon
in charge of Wards from 1905 to 1920. On his resignation in
1920, the Managers appointed him Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeon
to the Hospital and paid him a high tribute of appreciation for his
long and much valued services.
He was a skilful operator, and in the Out-patient Department

his duties were discharged with great success and acceptance. He
was naturally cheerful and optimistic and his patients, while
receiving the expert advice he was so well able to give, also got
from him sympathy and encouragement. In his capacity as
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Lecturer on Diseases of the Eye in the University of Edinburgh
he proved a remarkably good teacher, clear aud arresting in his
lectures, and untiring in practical exposition and clinical demon-
strations. His undergraduate classes were very well attended and
the students, appreciative of an enthusiastic teacher, always main-
tained a lively interest in the work of his class. He delighted to
entertain his students with occasional amusing anecdotes which
were much appreciated.

Dr. Sym started the Eye Department at Leith Hospital in
February, 1896, and developed a large and increasingly busy clinic
during nine years, till 1905, when he resigned. He was Ophthalmic
Surgeon to the Edinburgh Eye, Ear and Throat Infirmary, where
he continued his interest in clinical Ophthalmology to the end
of his life. He was also for many years Ophthalmic Specialist to
the Military Hospital, Scottish Command, Edinburgh.

For eleven years Dr. Sym was Editor of the Ophthalmic Review,
which at that time, 1899 to 1909, some years prior to its incorpor-
ation in the British Journal of Ophthalmology, was an important
Ophthalmic Journal in this country. He published a manual for
students and practitioners entitled "Diseases and Injuries of the
Eye," which was a useful and widely read book; and translated
from the German, Adams's " Handbook of Treatment for Diseases
of the Eye." He also contributed many articles on ophthalmic
subjects in medical journals.

In 1911 Dr. Sym took a leading part in forming the Scottish
Ophthalmological Club, and was its Secretary for twenty-two years.
His active participation in discussion and his genial presence at the
meetings promoted the success of the club, both in its scientific and
social aspects. He was a Life Member of the Ophthalmological
Society of the United Kingdom; a member of Council, 1906-1909;
and Vice-President, 1918-1921. He was a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Medicine; of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh;
and of the Zoological Society of Scotland.

During the later part of his life, till within a few weeks of his
death, Dr. Sym devoted his energies more exclusively to branches
of the public service. He was a devoted and valued member of the
Church of Scotland, and was repeatedly appointed to represent it
in various capacities. He was a member of the Edinburgh Educa-
tion Authority; a Governor of Donaldson's Hospital; a Director
of the Royal Blind Asylum, and actively connected with many
other Public Bodies.

In his wide range of reading he was especially interested in
history and in biology, and took a leading part in a literary society
to which he belonged. A man of robust physique, he enjoyed
outdoor games, was a keen golfer and a member of the Edinburgh
Medical Curling Club. He is survived by his widow, two sons and
two daughters to whom our sympathy is extended in their great loss.
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