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(1) Pincus, L. (Groningen).-Tumours of the Iris. (Neubil-
dungen der Iris). Ophthalmologica, Vol. XCVII, p. 302, 1939.

(1) In a clinical report with histological findings Pincus
describes: (1) a spindle-celled sarcoma of the iris that was removed
by iridectomy; (2) a ring sarcoma of the iris; (3) a tumour which
had originated from the cells of the secondary optic vesicle, probably
a genuine glioma in a man of 30 years of age; (4) a new growth in
the anterior chamber of the eye, an endothelial proliferation or
tumour-like development from congenital remains at the angle of
the anterior chamber.

ARNOLD SORSBY.

(2) Levy-Wolff, Lizzie.-The pathogenesis of retinitis pigmen-
tosa. (Die Pathogenese der retinitis pigmentosa). (Sclerosis
pigmentosa chorio-retinalis). Acta Ofihthal., Vol. XVII, p.
192, 1939.

(2) Levy-Wolff reviews the more recent findings of unassociated
lesions of retinitis pigmentosa and holds that (angio) sclerosis
pigmentosa chorio-retinalis would be a more apt name, as she
believes that the condition is essentially vascular. Drawing an
analogy with amaurotic idiocy, and on the strength of cholesterin
analysis of the blood, she suggests that a large group of metabolic
disturbances constitute one entity, retinitis pigmentosa being one
of the variants.

ARNOLD SORSBY.

(3) Santoni (Naples).-The metabolism of the -retina after
interruption of the retinal circulation. (Il ricambio della
retina dopo interruzione della circolazione retinica). Anin. di
Ottal., April, 1939.

(3) Santoni made a number of experiments on rabbits and rats
to show the changes in metabolism after the circulation through
the eye was stopped. He found that if the circulation was inter-
rupted for not more than half an hour, the amount of oxygen used
was increased; if the interruption was longer, it was diminished.
Glycolysis, on the other hand was little affected by stoppage of the
blood supply. The auithor's experiments tend to show that the
retina has but little power of re-establishing its functions if the loss
of circulation lasts more than a few minutes.
He concludes that if, circulation has been stopped by an embolus,
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the chance of recovery is very small. He thinks that the increase
of oxygen consumption, which he has noted after a short stoppage
of the circulation, is the result of an increased activity of autolytic
ferments during the destruction of the retinal cells, and the
appearance of fatty acids in this process, bodies which increase the
consumption of oxygen.

HAROLD GRIMSDALE.

(4) Cavallacci (Pisa). -A case showing the Laurence-Biedl
syndrome with slight degree of microphthalmos. (Sindrome
di Laurence-Biedi con microftalmo bilaterale congenito di
lieve grado). Arch. di Ottal., March, 1939.

(4) This syndrome is a sign of faulty functioning of the region
of the hypophysis and diencephalon. In the case under consider-
ation, there was adipose genital dystrophy of the typical Fr6hlich
form. In addition thle eyes were small, the corneae being 10 mm.
in the transverse diameter and 9 5 mm. in the vertical.
There were suipernumerary digits on the left hand and both feet.

Those on the left hand were removed by operation.
Both eyes showed retinitis pigmentosa, with contracted visual

fields and some slight diminution of acuity.
Cavallacci raises the question whether all these things are not

due to defective development, of the prosencephalon, from which
both the optic vesicles and the posterior lobe of the hypophysis
spring.

HAROLD GRIMSDALE.

(5) Sala (Palermo).-Ocular changes due to Stovarsol. (Alter-
azioni oculari da stovarsol sodico). Annal. di Ottal., March,
1939.

(5) All arsenic compounds are more or less dangerous to the
eyes; it has been stated that stovarsol is less dangerous than others
and on this account it has been pronounced to be the drug to be
selected when it is desired to give arsenic. Some disasters have
been recorded even with this compound. Its composition is acetyl-
amino-oxyphenylarsenic acid, and it is pentavalent.

Sala wished to examine the toxicity of stovarsol and chose for
experiment, the sodium salt; he injected a solution intravenously
into rabbits, in some cases with the addition of some quantity of
alcohol. After some months of treatment, the animals were killed
and the eyes and optic nerves examined; he found evidence of
atrophic degeneration of the retina and also of the optic nerve. He
concludes that the prolonged administration of stovarsol is not
devoid of risk, especially when the patient is in poor condition.

HAROLD GRIMSDALE.
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