
become completely absorbed. In all other respects the appearance
of both fundi was absolutely normal.
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ANNOTATION

The Man and the Machine

It was natural in the early days of aviation that more attention
should be paid to the newlv invented and rapidly developing
machine than to the man who worked it. In a paper on " Pilot
Fitness " published in this number, Drs. Ferree and Rand lay great
stress on the neglect of the human factor in aviation. It is probabJe
that the indictment is true of the Air Forces of most nations, but it
is certain that this factor early received attention in England. The
R.F.C. was fortunate in having for it first Director General of
Medical Services, General Sir Mathew Fell, and for its second, Air
Vice-Marshal Sir David Munroe, who gathered around them an
enthusiastic band of men, of whom Group Captain Flack was a
specially distinguished pioneer in many branches of medicine as
applied to the specific problems of aviation. An advisory medical
committee was also instituted, but it must be admitted that it was
not so constituted as to be ideal for a service which demanded
research into the many new and difficult problems which flying men
had to face. The R.A.F. from an early date had a very elaborate
and admirably constituted committee on Aeronautical Research. In
due course it was recognized that the human factor was as important
as the machine, and a Personnel Research Committee was set up
to deal with the physiological, psychological and pathological factors
involved in flying. The problems to which Drs. Ferree and Rand
refer have therefore by no means been neglected in England, and
possibly some of the success of our aviators since the War began is
to be attributed to this fact.
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