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CHARLES HOWARD USHER

THE recent death of Charles Howvard Usher; late of'Aberdeen, was
briefly recorded in our last issue. BIorn in 1865, -he was the 4tlh
son of TIhomas Usher of EdinbuLrgh, and nephew of Andrev Usher,
who was one of Edinburgh's benefactors. He was educated at Cam-
bridge University and St. Thomas's Hospital, where. he came under
the influence of Edward Nettleship, which determined.hi's life's work
in ophthalmology. Quadifying M.B., B.Ch.(Cantab.), in 1891 he
t-ook the F.R.C.S.(Edin.) in 1894. A't Aberdeen he was ophthallmic
suirgeon and later consulting ophthalmic surgeon to the IRoyal
Infirmary, and ophthalmic surgeon to the Royal Ab)erdeen Hospital
for Sick Children. In early days he had been ophthalmic hiouse
surgeon at St. Thomas's, and chief clitical assistant at Moorfields.

Usher joined the Ophthalmologgical Society of the United King-
dom in 1894, served on the council early in the present centuiry, was
vice-president, and president fromr 1927-19 28. In 1927 he was
awarded the Edward Nettleship prize and in 1935 he delivered the
Bowman Lectulre.
He was the Aberdeen representative ohn the general committee of

this 'journal si'nce our 'foundation 25 years ago; and he was a
frequent contributor of papers to our pages.

Dr. W. Clark Souter writes:
The passing of Dr. Charles Howard Usher, at the ripe age of

seventy'seven, is an event in the medical history of Aberdeen that
cannot be alloved to go without some attemprt at adequate notice,
for a man of his strong personality and his high scientific attain-
ments does not come along every day. I)r. -Usher took his medical
degrees at Cambridge and at St. Tlhomas's Hospital, London, where
he fell under the spell of that other great scientist of ophthalmology,
Edward Nettleship, whilst icting as his house surgeon. This friend-
ship lasted up tfoI Nettleship's death and had the most profotund
influence on Dr. Usher's life and work.

After a short spell in Edinburgh the' young ophthalmic surgeon
applied for the post of Ophithalmic Surgeon to the Aberdeen Royal
Infirmary and was appointed. lie starte(i in 1895 that long and
much appreciated service that lasted till 1926- being interrupted by
one year when he had a trip round the world and by two years of
military service in Salonika. His4high sense of professional etiquette,
his passion for truth, his painstaking note-taking, and his obvious
close attention to all his work, fi-red with a rare zeal and astounding
energy, soon led to a fuller and fuller appreciation of his worth and
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work. In addition to his hospital duties at the Infirmary, the
Dispensary and the Clhildren's Hospital he found time for a busy
constulting practice, and time for researches of various kinds, many
of which adorn the literature of his speciality and some of which
have become classical. Honours came his way in good measure.
In 1927 he was elected President of the Ophthalmological Society
of the United Kingdom, and was awarded the Edward Nettleship
Prize, while, in 1935, he delivered the Bowman Lecture-a very
high honour. This was followed by election to an honorary
fellowship of the Royal Society of Medicine.

In association with Karl Pearson and Mr. Nettleship he produced
"A Monograph on Albinism in Man," several volumes of the
Drapers' Company Research Memoirs, 1911-1913. It is not too
much to say that the bulk of the work and many of the best illustra-
tions are his work. Some very interesting facts and pictures were
obtained by Dr. Usher in his world tour when he visited the Solomon
Isl,ands, New Guinea and Japan. Many of his contributions are of
a highly technical character, especially those dealing with the inheri-
tance of eye affections not only in man but in some of the lower
animals. All bear evidence of the most profound care and attention
to detail so that if infinite capacity for taking pains defines genius
then he deserves that title. He abhorred publicity and took no part
in public affairs but devoted his life to the scientific advancement of
his life's study. Yet he found time for relaxation and was reputed
to be very handy with rod and gun, whilst he was a partaker of the
practical joys of chamber music. Behind a somewhat stern exterior
could be found by his intimate friends a most generous and enter-
taining personality, a shrewd observer of men and affairs, richly
endowed with the fruits of his experience in his wide travels and
full of interest-truly a remarkable man.

Miss Julia Bell writes:-
I once told him of a family in a remote spot in the West of

Scotland saying that it would be of interest to know what sort of
stock they came from, and what had'happened to them during the
last 12 years or so. He gave his holiday to the job, following them
up in homes and hospitals, schools and institutions all over the
country side. He examined the eyes of 100 individuals, interviewed
parents, school medical officers, nuirses, midwives and' medical
superintendents, and handed me a pedigree reaching right across
my room, including records of some 600 individuals, just as if he
were lhanding me a daily newspaper. As he went away he said " I
hope you are not in a great hurry, there is going to be a new baby
in August, and I shall have to go back' and examine and photograph
it." He was always like that-I tried to get a' history of
Huntington's Chorea brought up-to-date by doctors in Aberdeen who
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CHARLES HOWARD USHER
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had been concerned, but they failed to run the family to earth and
were sure I would not succeed in contacting them. So I wrote to
Usher, the result, with a greatly enlarged pedigree was quickly in my
hands.

It is surely of significance that so shy and reserved a man should
be so successful in this sort of work, he told me that he had never
once had difficulty in getting iniformation about family histories.
It will be long before we find another Usher.
When I was working on the Nettleship volume he used to read

my M.S., perhaps 200 or so pages of handwriting, before it went to
press to ensure that I had not fallen into errors through lack of
clinical experience. It was a great service to ask and it re-assured
me and gave me confidence as nothing else could. I don't think he
ever suggested a modification, except in the matter of spelling! I
well remember his kindly little notes.

Sir John Parsons writes:-
The death of Charles Usher, following so soon on that of Percy

Flemming, recalls a brilliant period in the history of NMoorfields Eye
Hospital, when bQth were clinical assistants, the former to Mr.
Nettleship, the latter to Sir John Tweedy. Nettleship and Waren
Tay had been clinical assistants to Jonathan Hutchinson, and were
indeed responsible for much of the material which Hutchinson
incorporated in his work on sypililis and his ophthalmological papers.
Nettleship attracted a large but select band of disciples to his clinic,
men who were sufficiently keen to appreciate his methods and
teaching, and to submit to his somewhat severe discipline and
criticism. Many of these-Lawford, Holmes Spicer and Usher,
for example-carried on the Nettleship tradition, which was con-
cerned as much with the science as with the art of ophthalmology.
It was Usher who pre-eminently devoted himself to the furtherance
and elaboration of Nettleship's own line of research, as is shown
particularly in his work on heredity, embodied in his Bowman
Lecture and in his monographs with Miss Julia Bell. His enthusiasm
was unbounded, and no trouble was too great to run to earth the
members of a colour-blind family, no matter how far away from his
home in Aberdeen. -Indeed, he went much farther afield, as for in-
stance when he took the opportunity during a visit to the South Seas
while recuperating from an illness to charter a native craft in order
to search out and photograph some albino Polynesians. Moreover,
in the interests of research he at one time bred stoats in his back
yard in Bon Accord Square. So highly did his friends regard his
work that he was proposed as a candidate for the Fellowship of
the Royal Society, an honour which he would have appreciated
above all others. It is, however, very difficult for a lone worker
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to attain this coveted honour in competition with those whose lives
are devoted to academic science. Even after he had had warnings
of angina pectoris he made a long trip to Canada and visited many
places in the wilds which could only be reached by aeroplane.

Usher was a very reserved man-so much so that he gave the
impression of resenting any approach to intimnacy. There was a
strong streak of Puritanism in his character, and his unwavering
adherence to what he considered right sometimes revealed a lack of
savoir faire which alienated his colleagues. Thus, he refused to
accept the honorary degree of LL.D. of Aberdeen University because
it had previouisly been conferred on one whom he deemed unworthy
of the honour. Yet to those who succeeded in penetrating his
armour and gaining his confidence he was a staunch friend and a
delightful companion. He was a keen fisherman and a good
ornithologist. He was passionately fond of music, and found much
enjoyment in playing the 'cello in a string quartette which met
weekly at his house.

LIEUT.-COLONEL H. HERBERT
IT is with great regret that we announce the death at Worthing,
on March 19, 1942, of Lieut.-Colonel Herbert Herbert, I.M.S. (ret.).
He was aged 77 years and had been livinig in retirement of late.
As an ophthalmic surgeon Herbert achieved very much more than
a purely British reputation. His work at B3ombay, both in
the clinical and pathological field, was of outstanding value
and was conducted in a truly scientific spirit. His description
of the "pits," since known as Herbert's pits in the cornea of
trachomatouis patients was the first of its kind. In this, as in
much else he was a pioneer; and it should be emphasized that
he did all the microscopical work on his cases in his spare time.
The other subject on which Herbert was brought into prominence
was of course glaucoma. In varying parts of the world surgeons
were engaged on devising some operation for types of glaucoma,
which it was agreed, did not always do well on the classical iridec-
tomy of von Graefe. Thus Lagrange, in France, Freeland Fergus,
in Glasgow, Holth, in Scandinavia, Herbert, in Bombay and Elliot,
in Madras were all at work on this subject in the early years of the
present century. It was a great pity that Herbert's description of
his first, or wedge-shaped, sclerotomy was so involved as to be
difficult to understand from the verbal account; and we do not
think that it ever found much support in England. But his later,
or trap-door, sclerotomy has been extensively used and has a
permanent place in our operative procedures in selected cases.
Besides his work on glaucoma he wrote a good deal on cataract.
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