
5. Eighty-five of the cases had been wounds in both eyes. In
forty-five the wounds of the two eyes were of grave prognosis,
and in twenty-one the men have been subsequently reported as
"blind."

6. Total disorganization of the globe occurred in eighty-seven
cases, and the eyes were removed at the mobile unit. A further
twenty-seven eyes have been reported to have been removed at
base hospital.'

7. It is submitted that by general comparison with the statistics
for the 1914-1918 war the results obtained for this campaign have
not been adverse.
My especial thanks are due to 7262698, Pte. Baker, L.,

R.A.M.C., for his skilful and devoted nursing of the cases in
the field, and to those of my colleagues who have made this article
possible by sending back the " follow-up" cards.
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ANNOTATION

The Value of an Optical Iridectomy

It is common knowledge that in certain cases the performance of
an iridectomy may be followed by great improvement in vision.
Two cases bearing on this point stick'in the writer's mind. In the
first an old man -from the workhouse came to out-patients with a
blocked pupil, the synechia forming an almost complete ring. No
red reflex could be obtained through the pupil, but the iris was not
bombe, and perception of light was perfect. We thought it prob-
able that the lens was largely opaque, but before deciding to try and
extract it we took the man in for a preliminary iridectomy which
was safely performed in the usual situation. It was not possible to
remove a very large piece of iris and we had to be satisfied with a
key hole result. When the bandage wts removed at the first
dressing the patient announced that he could see well, and later
examination established the fact that the lens in the area of
iridectomy was completely clear. He got very good vision without
having any more done.
The second case was a very old lady who was brought by her
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brother who had been our patient for many years. She was over
80 years of age at the time we saw her. She had what appear6d to
be typical lamellar cataract in each eye and an optical iridectomy
had been performed down and in in each-eye. Her story was that the
operations had been performed on the Continent when her age was
sixteen years by a 100 per cent. Aryan ophthalmologist whose name
was unfamiliar to us. She assured us that each eye had been
operated on'at the same sitting and without any anaesthetic. It is
no wonder that she refused to entertain the idea of aiiy further
operative ophthalmic treatment, and as she had enough sight to
enable her to enjoy her life and to see to do what she wanted, we
did not press the matter any further.

ABSTRACTS

MISCELLANEOUS

(1) McGregor, I. S. and Hill, James (Glasgow) .-Reticulin
content and prognosis in mialignant melanoma of the uvea.
Arch. of Ophthal., Vol. XXX (old series Vol. LXXXVII), No. 3,
p. 291, September, 1943.

(1) McGregor and Hill in 1939 began an investigation into the.
histopathology of malignant melanoma of the uvea of patients
treated at the Glasgow Eye Inftrmary during the previous twenty
years. Out of 82 patients, there were 41 with an unequivocal
histor-y and,a relevant specimen for sectioning. The sections were
examined for type of cell, amount of pigment and by a special
method of silver impregnation- for reticulin content. An attempt
was made to correllate these findings with survival time of which
the average was about eight years. For the most part, the group
surviving six to fifteen years showed more reticulin than the group
surviving up to six years, also in the longer lived group there was a
predominance of benign spindle cells and in the shorter lived, of
epithelioid and mixed types, but there were exceptions to both these
generalisations. The pigment content was increased in th, short
lived group. The authors, although emphasising the importance of
the exceptions, are of qpinion that the -characteristics mentioned
will usually permit one to say whether the patient will live a long
or a .short time. With regard to prognosis, the cell type is probably
firstAin importance with reticulin and pigment content as subsidiary
factors.

F. A. W-N.

98., MISCF-LLANEOtS

copyright.
 on M

ay 16, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://bjo.bm
j.com

/
B

r J O
phthalm

ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.28.2.97 on 1 F
ebruary 1944. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/

