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Sjogren's disease is one almost exclusively feminine in its affinity,
but in males with recurrent corneal ulceration I have found also a
definite increase in lacrymal secretion as exhibited by Schirmer's
test.

Recently I have seen a senior army officer with a definite- history
of mustard gas in his eyes during the last war. He still has
recurrent corneal ulceration, and a very definitely pathological
Schirmer's test.
The point of my letter is this-are the cases of delayed recurrent

corneal ulceration following mustard -gassing due to deficient
lacrymal secretion ? Is this deficiency produced bv essential shrink-
ing of the conjunctiva and lacrymal gland following the mustard gas
burn ? If my hypothesis is true and I have no opportunity at the
moment of proving it further, then the obvious treatment of recur-
rent mustard gas keratitis is similar to the treatment of Sjogren's
diseases in the ferpale.

I would conclude by asking any of your readers that h-ave a case
of recurrent mustard gas, keratitis to take its Schirmer's test in both
eyes on two separate days and let me know their findings. I would
be gra'teful if these could be accompanied by relevdnt brief details
of the case so that I may correlate all the data supplied.
The day when gas may be used again is imminent, and I feel that

the moment is opportune. to correlate our findings on this point.-, I
therefore look forward to note by airgraph (if possible) from every
colleague in the British Empire who has a case of recurrent mustard
gas keratitis in his care. They will be appreciated and duly
acknowledged.

Yours faithfully,
J. BRUCE HAMILTON.

174, MACQUARIE STREET,
HOBART, TASMANIA.

June 7, 1944.

OBITUARY

SIR WILLIAM LISTER, K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O.

IT is with profound regret that we record the death of Sir William
Tindall Lister on July 7, 1944. Born in 1868 he was the youngest
son of the late Arthur Lister, F.R.S.; Lord Lister was his uncle
and Joseph Jackson Lister, F.R.S., his grandfather.
He was of Trinity College, C-ambridge, and graduated B.A. in the

Natural Sciences Tripos in 1889.- Intondon he joined the Medical
School of University College Hospital and took the M.B., B,Ch.
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OBITUARY 425,

Cantab. in- 1892 and the F.R.C.S. Eng. in 1895. Starting work at
Moorfields in Sir John Tweedy's clinic he became in due course
curator of the Museum and Assistant Surgeon. He also served.as
ophthalmic surgeon to the London Hospital, but his health at this
time was not sufficiently robust to enable him to continue the heavy
out-patient work of both clinics and to his great regret he severed
his connexion with Moorfields until after the last great war, when
he returned to work there and, together with Lady Lister, was
chosen a Member of the Committee of Management.

At the outbreak of hostilities in 1914 he was asked to arrange an
ophthalmic service for the B.E.F. and was serving overseas in
France with the rank of Colonel, A.M.S. until the end of 1918.
His services in the army were of the greatest importance and were
rewarded with the K.C.M.G. With the late J. F. Cunningham he
arranged for the segregation of the Chinese Labour Corps, members
of which were heavily infected with trachoma; and their results
were highly gratifying. Other honours came to him in after years.
In. 1934 he was made K.C.V.O. and was chosen consulting
ophthalmlc surgeon to the King. For many years also he had been
oculist to the Royal Household. His enormous practice gave him
little time for literary activity, but he published some important
papers in the Moorfields Reports and Transactions of the Ophthal-
mological Society during his curatorship; one of these was on the
pathology of interstitial keratitis. To our columns he contributed
'papers on retinal holes and on concussion injuries in war. His
article on mustard gas burns of the eye in the official medical
history of the- war was another excellent piece of work. And his
-perimeter eclipsed all previous models and has been in in constant
use since it wasfirst designed. Sir William wvas keenly interested
in photography and those who are fortunate enough to possess
copies of his beautiful photographs of alpine scenery and foreign
churches value themn highly. He was a member of the Editorial
Committee of the Journal from its st4rt; was a regular attendant
at Committee meetings and was of great assistance to the editorial
-staff.

-Whatever Lister undertook he put his whole heart into the
doing of it. His standard of work was very high and he was never
satisfied wVith anything short of the best. His innumerable kind-
nesses to his juniors will never be forgotten by them and his sterling
uprightness of character has been an object lesson to us all. British
ophthalmology will wish to record its deep sympathy with Lady
Lister and her sons.

Sir John Parsons writes:-
I cannot allow the death of my old friend and colleague, to whom

I owe more than I have been able to repay, to pass without some
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426 OBITUARY

words-inadequate as they are-to testify to my high appreciation
of his work and character.

Lister will rarnk among ophthalmologists as one of the greatest
clinicians of his time. To knowledge acquired under the aegis of-
Tweedy, Nettleship, Gunn, and other members of the Moorfields
Eye Hospital staff he brought unbounded enthusiasm, steadfast
perseverance, and meticulous accuracy of observation and investiga-
tion. His minute attention to detail, combined with excellent
technique; stood him in good stead. in the delicate manoeuvres of
eye surgery, and made him a fine operator. Although naturally of
a retiring disposition, in operating and clinical work his strength of
character surmounted any hesitations which might otherwise have
accrued; he-showed the confidence and imperturbability which only
rmastery of one's subject and oneself provides. He was an excellent
teacher, but he shunned the limelight, and though he contributed
many important papers to ophthalmic literature he seldom spoke at
meetings. His modesty was such that although he was actually
elected President of the Ophthalmological Society he declined to
accept the honour, much to the disappointment of his -colleagues.
'As Ophthalmic Consultant in France during the last war he did
most valuable work.

His chief hobbies were mountaineering-he was-a member of the
Alpine Club-and photography; in microphotography, mounfain,

- - and architectural photography he was in the first rank.
Lister was an idealist and his idealism was fostered by the

example of his uncle, Lord Lister, for whom he had the most
profound admiration and respect. At no time has the leaven of such
characters been more needed than to-day.

Mr. Charles Goulden writes:
Although I first knew Sir William Lister in 1904,when I became

a student at Moorfields, he resigned his position on the Sfaff so soon
that I did not know him well until I became one of his assistants
in France during the 1914-18 WVar. From the date of my arrival
in Boulogne until he was laid aside by ill-health, he gave me so
much help and encouragement that it was quite impossible for me
to repay his generosity.

Lister's work in France was, perhaps, the most important task
that he undertook. He organized the work at the Bases so that
all eye cases were directed to one hospital and, what was more
difficult, established out-patients' departments at those centres where
there were spectacle dep6ts, by means of which a soldier needing
-glasses was fitted immediately with Well-fitting frames and lenses.
This was made possible by the ability and business capacity of the
late J. H. Sutcliffe who had charge of the distributing headquarters
at Clifford's Inn.
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Sir William, with the help of the late J. F. Cunningham, acted
as the Consultant to the Armies in France, and was constantly
visiting the various Bases and Army Ophthalmic Centres. He
looked after the interests of all those who worked with him.

His early training as Pathologist. at Moorfields led him to make
full use of the material which fell into his hands. He made a
beautifully mounted collection of eyes that had been removed as the
result of perforating wounds. Fortunately this collection was made
in duplicate as the specimens deposited at the Royal -College of
Surgeons were destroyed in 1941.
When operation cases were transferred to England, by a system

of labels, they were directed to hospitals that were known to be
served by ophthalmic surgeons, and as a result few,.if any, cases of
sympathetic ophthalmia occurred. It will be appreciated how
thoroughlI Lister carried out his Army work and it was only an
exNample of the care that he applied to everything he did.
When he returned to England in 1918 he resigned his post at the

London Hospital so that he might devote more time to Post-
Graduate teaching. He had talent for this. He was well trained
in all branches- of ophthalmology and had a fine collection of
specimens, drawings and photographs. He was elected to Moor-
fields again in 1919 and threw himself with enthusiasm into his new
work. Not orly did he spend his energy, but he made generous
gifts to the Hospital and Medical Sehool. It is interesting to recall
that in December, 1929, he went to Switzerland so as to learn
something of the treatment of retinal detachment by ignipuncture.
He visited Vogt, Gonin and Koby. In January, 1930, he did the
first operation by the then new method, with a view -to sealing the
hole in the detachment. In March, 1939, he visited Utrecht to see
Weve's work. When the date of his retirement came, he was asked
to continue his service, a most unusual request, but after about one
year he resigned. He and Lady Lister were then elected members
of the Committee of Management. They made a large donation to
the Hospital with a view to establishing a Convalescent -Home;
and they were both assiduous in their attendance to hospital business.

Sir William fell into bad health during the last few years so-that
he was seen at Moorfields less and less and his passing was not
unexpected. He was a deeply religious man, with the highest ideals;
generous and kind to the less fortunate. He was gifted and versatile,
with interest in art, music (he had been a member of the Bach
Choir)., photography in all its branches, and in his earlier days a
mountaineer.

All who knew him will remember him with affection. Requiescat
in Pace.
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