
ANNOTATIONS

entered the area represented shaded on the chart, he said " dull,"
and when it crossed the 100 circle he said "bright." The test
object did not disappear, but became dull. In the vertical
meridians it was mostly " dull all the way in" till it crossed the
100 circle, then '"'bright " suddenly.
He has some loss of peripheral vision, to a greater extent in the

vertical than the horizontal meridians.
The condition was probably due to concussion, and the dorsal

surfaces would probably suffer more than the ventral.
This would harmonize with the suggestion of Gordon Holmes

that the '' vertical axes are represented in the dorsal and yentral
margins of the visual areas."

REFERENCE
-1. Glasgow Medical Journal, May, 1919.

ANNOTATIONS

Ophthalmologists and the Royal Colleges

We regret to find the Royal College of Surgeons of England
and the Royal College of Physicians of London, ranged with
the General Medical Council in believing that it is not
desirable to institute a special examination in ophthalmology
conducted by ophthalmologists as part of the final examination, and
further that the present regulation relating to instruction in diseases
of the eye meets the case. At a meeting of the Royal College of
Physicians of London, held in July last, the College adopted
the following report from the Committee of Management of the
Conjoint Examining Board: " That the present Regulation,
Section II, XXI, 6, covers the resolution of the General Medical
Council, and that this Regulation requires a sufficient period of
special instruction in ophthalmology: that the provisions of the
Regulations, Section I, paragraphs VIII and IX, enable the teachers
in ophthalmology in the medical schools and hospitals to hold
class examinations and to institute such conditions for attendance on
the course as they consider desirable before certificates of attendance
are granted by them." In our view it is most unfortunate that the
bodies concerned have refused to adopt the carefully thought out
recommendations of the Council of British Ophthalmologists,
which it will be remembered advised that:

(1) No student shall be admitted to the final examination,
qualifying to practise medicine, unless he has attended an
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ophthalmic clinic for not less than six hours a week during a period
of three months, and has attended a course of systematic
instruction in ophthalmology, and

(2) No student shall be considered to have passed the qualifying
examination unless he has shown a sound knowledge of practical
ophthalmology in an examination conducted by ophthalmic surgeons.
We may remind readers that in July last the Oxford Ophthalmo-

logical Congress determined to make representations to the General
Medical Congress in support of those referred to that body by the
Council of British Ophthalmologists.

In ,spite of official discouragement we trust the subject will not be
lost sight of by those interested in the welfare of the community.

Railwaymen's Sight

The following letters appeared in the correspondence columns of
The Times too late for reproduction in the August number of this
journal:

EYESIGHT TESTS
To the Editor-o6f The Times

Sir,-I am reluctant to trouble you with a second letter on this subject,
but I feel bound to point out that Mr J. Herbert Parsons has again failed
to diagnose the North-Eastern strike correctly. The alleged grievance
of the strikers had reference not, as he assumes, to a colour test, but to
a test for form vision-that is, a test for short sight, not for colour-blind-
ness, for which the company -have a different test altogether. Mr. Parsons
reminds your readers that " people are not always satisfied when they get
what they ask for; " that may be a good reason for not giving them what
they demand, but I am not clear that it affords a justification for a strike.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
A. KAYE BUTTERWORTH.

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE,
JulV 22.

EYESIGHT TESTS
To the Editor of The Times

Sir,-I had not intended to trouble you with any further communication
on this subject, but Sir A. Kaye Butterworth quite misunderstands my
attitude. He is naturally most concerned with his own railway, and
appears to think that I hold a brief for the men. I am only concerned
with the scientific principles involved, and it is merely the fact that the
N.E.R. strike is attributed to eyesight tests that brings this railway into
undue prominerice. I may be wrong in my views, but stated briefly,
they are as follows:-(1) The safety of the public and the men them-
selves depends upon efficient eyesight of engine-drivers and firemen.
(2) Efficient eyesight can be determined only by scientific tests applied
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