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parent society, who will now enjoy the privilege of reading for
themselves an account of the scientific work carried on by the other
bodies.

The National Physical Laboratory
It is but fitting that in a technical journal such as this notice

should be paid to the important work on optics that is done by the
National Physical Laboratory at Teddington, of which the report
for the year 1917-18 is before us. Since the outbreak of war, heavy
demands upon the Optics Division of the Laboratory have been
made by the testing of instruments, such as gun-sights and look-
out telescopes and binoculars, and sextants, and materiaf such as
optical glass. The number of specimens of glass examined for
refractive purposes has risen largely above last year's total. The
tests are made on a Pulfrich refractometer, and experience shows
that a properly constructed instrument of that type used under
suitable conditions gives results only attainable by most other methods
with the expenditure of much more time and trouble. There have
been several requests for the examination for optical properties of
specimens of glass not specially prepared for the purpose, and in
such cases the tests were carried out by an immersion method.
The method has proved adequate to enable the particular glass to be
identified, although the accuracy has been less than that which is
secured when suitably prepared specimens are tested. The Division
has done a considerable amount of work dealing with optical
calculations, chiefly concerned with economizing the time involved
in calculations, either by extracting more complete information from
rays traced through a system or by substituting a definite algebraic
system of operations for tentative ray tracing in cases where the
algebraic method has proved to be applicable as a final method of
calculation. The algebraic methods aim at replacing the nears of
experience required in the other system by a definite course of
operations which will, within the field of their applicability, lead to
a satisfactory solution of the problem. A considerable part of the
additional buildings now under construction at Teddington will
provide accommodation for the testing of glass volumetric apparatus,
most of which was formerly obtained from Germany. As it is now
made in this country, the Committee of the Research Department
dealing with the matter is anxious that the standardization of such
glassware should be undertaken by the Laboratory.

Nerve Fibres of the Living Cornea
In the Lancet for November 23, 1918, will be found a short

abstract of an article by J. Strebel, of Lucerne, Correspondenzbl. fiir
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