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upsetting; they are considered a nuisance, and are therefore
eliminated. The result is that the power too often lies in the hands
of men whose petty parochial ideas are concerned only with the
saving of money to Government, and with the increase of their own
kudos thereby. India'c great need, from a medical point of view,
is rule by men with large and statesmanlike views on all questions
connected with scientific medicine. To place a man of science in a
position of large opportunity, and then to crush the soul out of him
by thwarting his big schemes at every turn, is an act of hostility to
the interests of the country he is striving to serve. We hope that
the Bengal Government will lay this to heart, that the new hospital
will be dealt with in no niggardly fashion, and that all who work
for it will be encouraged to bring to their labours the best that is
in theffi. This can only be possible if the treatment they meet with
is both generous and'sympathetic. Nor would we confine ourselves
to speaking of Calcutta alone. The Government of India and the
local Goyernments, one and all, have in the past failed most
miserably to realize their responsibility to the vast hordes of blind
people within their territories. There is a crying need for a wider
view of their duties, and for a fulfilment of the obligations which
press upon them. We welcome the action the Statesman has taken,
and we know enough of the Indian Press to feel confident that this
example will be followed; indeed, we are already assured that the
leading medical journal of India, the Indian Medical Gazette,
has turned its attention to the subject. We trust that both the lay
and scientific press will keep up the campaign until something
really large and worth doing has been done. Once again, we
commend the matter very earnestly to the notice, not only of the
Governments, but also of every one who is really interested in the
welfare of our Indian Empire.

BOOK NOTICES

Scientific Communications (Communicaciones cientificas.)
By DR. MENACHO, Barcelona, 1917.

The author of this little pamphlet groups together certain papers
which have appeared in 1916-1917 in the Archivos de Oftal.
Hisf.-Americ., and other Spanish peripdicals. The papers- a're
eight in number, and deal with the following subjects:-

1. Congenital pigmentation of the optic nerve.
2. Glaucoma consequent on needling of a secondary cataract.
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3. Opaque nerve fibres, with a report of an unusually marked
case of this condition.

4. Spontaneous absorption of cataract.
5. Some congenital vascular anomalies of the fundus oculi.
6. Associated movements of the upper lid during mastication.
7. Antonio de Gimbernat, surgeon, considered as an oculist.
8. Obituary notice of Dr. Julian Masselon.
The various vascular anomalies discussed are illustrated by rather

crude drawings. The paper on Gimbernat was read on November
17, 1916, the centenary of his death. It will possibly be news to
many of us that Gimbernat practised ophthalmology, his name is
so much more familiar to us in connection with another part of the
body than the eye; but Menacho proves from his works that he
was an authority on the anatomy of the cornea, and on the
diagnosis and treatment o4 corneal ulcers, and also that he
frequently operated for cataract with successful results. Gimbernat
was born in Cambrils, Tarragona, Feb. 15, 1734, and died in
Madrid, Nov. 17, 1816. He was the organizer, under the patronage
of. King Carlos III, of the College of Surgery of San Carlos in
Madrid. The last paper is an appreciation of Masselon, who was
de Wecker's chef de clinique in Paris for many years, and under
whom the author worked. R. R. JAMES.

Hygiene of the Eye. By WM. CAMPBELL POSEY, A.B., M.D.,
Philadelphia. Pp. 344 with 120 illustrations. London and
Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1918.

This book deals with a subject the importance of which it would
be difficult to overestimate. The loss of efficiency, looked at from
the lowest commercial standpoint, that results from preventible
defects of vision amounts to a terrible total. Posey's book is. a
praiseworthy attempt to put some of the problems involved on a
clear basis. The difficulty of deciding quite what audience it is
addressed to has resulted in a rather unfortunate compromise.
Thus, the portion that deals with the anatomy and physiology and
diseases of the eye is too elementary for the ophthalmologist, and
yet not sufficiently so to be of use to the general public. Space is
also wasted on ocular disease of the nature and prevention of which
we have no sure knowledge. The author contributes chapters on
school life and on contagious eye diseases of a most useful
description. Herbert E. Ives contributes a valuable chapter on
artificial illumination, and daylight illumination is adequately dealt
with by a practical architect, W. C. Farber. A very good account is
given of various types of industrial accident both as regards treatment
and prevention. This chapter is well illustrated. 0. H. Burritt,
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M.A., is the author of the chapter on blindness and education of the
blind, for the writing of which his experience as Principal of the
Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction of the Blind renders
him well qualified.

In a later edition, which we are confident will be required, Posey
would do well to eliminate some of the work which is not directly
concerned with the title, and further elaborate some of the more
important chapters. E.E.H.

The Refraction of the Eye: a manual for students. By GUSTAVUS
HARTR1DGE. Sixteenth edition. London: J. & A. Churchill,
7, Great Marlborough Street. I9I9. Price 7/6 net.

The sixteenth edition of a popular handbook calls for no praise
from us. The reasons for its popularity are not far to seek-<-its
clear statements and explanations of a difficult subject, its abundance
of illustrations, the almost complete absence of algebraic formulae,
and the moderate price at which it is sold. Additional points
introduced into this edition include an account of new kinds -of
glass used in the construction of spectacles, and the visual
requirements for commissions of the Royal Air Force. It is
interesting to note at this juncture that Hartridge deplores the fact
that the English railways have no uniform standard for sight.

S. S.

The Ophthalmoscope: a manual 'for students. By GUSTAVUS
HARTRIDGE. Sixth edition. London: J. & A. Churchill,
7, Great Marlborough Street. I9I9. Price 6/6 net.

This useful introduction to ophthalmoscopy has reached its sixth
edition and thoroughly deserves its success. It is likely to be of
service to all who are learning to use the ophthalmoscope, which at
the present day is almost as useful to the general practitioner as to
the ophthalmic surgeon. While the coloured plates are excellent,
although printed upon rather thin paper, many of the woodcuts of
fundus conditions leave something to be desired, but this is doubtless
to be accounted for by the low price at which the volume is
produced. We failed to find any account of the electric
ophthalmoscope on reading the book. S. S.

Transactions of the American Ophthalmological Society.
Volume XVI. Philadelphia. I9I8.

A substantial volume of 412 pages embodies th-e proceedings of
the Fifty-Fourth Annual Meeting of the American Ophthalmological
Society held on July 9, 1918, at New London, Conn. It is illus-
trated and provided with an index. It includes -an account of
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members who. have died since -the last Transactions made its
appearance-Drs. Charles H. Williams, of Boston, and F. M.
Wilson, of Bridgeport. It was agreed that the dues of any member
engaged in Government service should be remitted upon request
during the period of such service. The scientific contents of the
volume will be noticed in our columns in abstract, but in the
present place it would be invidious among so much that is good to
select any one for special mention. The officers and council
elected at the meeting included: President, Lucien Howe, Buffalo;
Vice-President, Hiram Woods, Baltimore; Secretary-Treasurer,
T. B. Holloway, Philadelphia; Council, Arnold Knapp, New York;
William Zentmayer, Philadelphia; C. F. Clark, Columbus; Cassius
D. Westcott, Chicago; and W. B. Lancaster, Boston. S. S.

Ophthalmological Society of Egypt. Bulletin of I9I8. Cairo:
Printed by Paul Barbey, i8, Abdel-Aziz Street.

This paper-backed volume of 187 pages contains the proceedings
of the Egyptian Ophthalmological Society of Egypt held on March 1,
1918, in the Pathological Museum of Kasr El Ainy Medical
School, under the presidency of Dr. E. V. Oulton. It is printed
in English. S. S.

Bulletin de la Socidtd Beige d'Ophtalmologie, No. 39. Compte
rendu afralytique de la 3ge reunion de la Societe, a Bruxelles,
le 29 juin, I9I9. Gand: Maison d'editions et d'impressions,
Anct. Ad. Hoste, S. A. 2I-23, Rue du Calvaire. I9I9.

The present Bulletin of the Belgian Society of Ophthalmology
is the first issued since the outbreak of war. It represents the
proceedings of the Society when it met at Brussels on June 29, 1919,
and contains no scientific matter, properly so-called. It contains
an address of the Secretary-General of the Society, Dr. van Duyse,
from which we gather that it is proposed to remove from the roll
the names of certain members, honorary, associated, or effective,
who are associated with enemy alien countries. A handsome
tribute is paid to Drs. De Mets and Ridder, whose wives shared in
the patriotic and humanitarian work accomplished by these devoted
men. Dr. van Duyse also delivered a message of congratulation to
Professor J. B. Coppez on his jubilee. Professor Coppez made a
suitable reply. The small volume ends with an account of members
who have joined the great majority, namely, Homere Callaert, of
Antwerp; Edouard Pergens of Maeseyck; Rafael van Oye of
Ostend; Frans Lacompte of Ghent; and Auguste Philippe van
Schevensteen, of Antwerp. S. S.
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Transactions of the Twenty-second and Twenty-third Annual
Meetings of the American Academy of Ophthalmology and
Oto-Laryngology.

The large size of this volume (614 pages) is accounted for by the
fact that it includes the papers read at Pittsburg in 1917, and at
Denver in 1918. 344 pages of its contents are devoted to subjects
dealing with the eye. From a report for the American Board for
Ophthalmic Examinations (p. 213), we gather that candidates for
examination are required to sign the following: "I hereby pledge
myself not to accept commissions from any optician for work sent
to such optician, nor to divide fees, nor to pay commissions to any
persons referring cases to me." Failure to observe this condition,
upon which the certificates are granted, is an essential fraud,
justifying revocation of the certificate. The book also includes a
report of a commission on the aetiology of iritis, the outcome of a
communication by the late Wendell Reber. The commission
consisted of Drs. Reber (as chairman), W. B. Lancaster and
John Green, jnr. After the loss of the chairman, Dr. Walter
R. Parker was elected a member. The report, however, is still
incomplete, the members having limited themselves to presenting
a r6sum of the more important papers that have appeared upon
the subject during 1917. In this list are included cases by two
English writers, riamely, William Lang and Leslie Paton.

S. S.

CORRESPONDENCE

TONOMETRIC VALUES

To the Editor of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

SIR,-As I wrote the original review in your columns (April,
1919) on McLean's paper on Tonometry, and as I have since
had the privilege of discussing the matter very fully with McLean
himself, I shall be obliged if you will allow me to offer some
observations on Priestley Smith's paper "On Tonometric
Values" which appeared in your July issue.

Priestley Smith states that it " has been proved by experiment
that eyes giving the same tonometric readings may have different
internal pressures, and that eyes giving different readings may have
the same internal pressure." He then makes reference to his
experiments in which he compared the manometer and tonometer
readings in a fresh pig's eye, in the same eye after three and a half
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