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land-mines, or booby traps, the explosion occurred within 3 yards
(Table I).

4. Of the foreign bodies situated in the vitreous approximately
one third- were extracted with the electro-magnet by the posterior
rouite.

5. Effect upon Function.-Forty per cent. of all cases of severe
injury to the eye retained useful vision, 20 per cent. having 6/12 or
better. In a further 16 per cent., however, the defect was due to
uncomplicated cataract, the eye being therefore potentially useful.
The final visual acuities in cases of perforation, contusion and

concussion are compared (Table II), concussion being less destruc-
tive than contusion, and perforation being considerably more serious
than either in its eftect upon function.

6. A distinguishing feature is indicated between the clinical
findings in air-conducted and tissue-conducted concussion injuries
to the globe. The pathogenesis of this distinction is suggested.

7. The principal causes of serious visuail defect. (6/60 or less), in
cases of perforation, contusion and concussion, are summarised in
Table IV. Infection appeared to be a negligible factor.

8. No case of sympathetic ophthalmia is recorded.
9. A follow-up of 249 cases showed that over 60 per cent.

returned to full-duty.

We wish to thank Major-General J. C. A. Dowse, C.B.E., M.C.,
Director of Army Medical Services in the Middle East, for permission
to publish this paper, and to express our indebtedness to all the
Ophthalmic Surgeons who have served in this Command, whose
accurate records made possible this-analysis and follow-up.
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ANNOTATIONS

The special hospital
The Joint Committee of the King-Edward's Hospital Fund for

London and the Voluntary Hospitals Committee for London have
issued a brochure entitled "Some Aspects of the Post-War Hospital
Problems in London and the Home Counties." In Section VIII there
is a discussion about Special Hospitals. - There- are those who think
that there is no case for the separate existence of special hospitals.
The points against the special hospital are isolation from contact
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with general medical work and the attendant danger of over-
specialisation. In the majority of special hospitals, particularly those
that are smnll (i.c., less than 50 beds) the ancillary services, such as
pathology and -radiology, may not be of the standard requisite for
absolute efficiency. And there.are those who, on the other hand,
consider that a higher standard would be -achieved if all work in
connection with the specialities was carried out in hospitals entirely
devoted to them.
Many of the special hospitals have come into being because of

cramped conditions, inadequate equipment and failure of proper
recognition of the needs of a particular speciality at general
hospitals.

In London the balance is on the whole, nicely kept by.members
of the honorary staff of the teaching hospitals serving also on the
staff of one of the larger special hospitals. The pooling of know-
ledge of these experienced specialists at the special hospitals has
done much to enhance the-internatlonal-reputation that several such
hospitals have earned. The large special hospital plays a particularly
important part in post-graduate training for o.nly here is it possible
to collect a fair number of interesting and rare cases. The special
departments of teaching hospitals. are primarily concerned with
under-graduate teaching and indeed might be embarassed to deal
adequately with the needs of the post-graduate.

So it would seem that such extreme views as the abolition of the
special departments in the general hospitals and the concentration of
all special cases in special hospitals, or the closing of special
hospitals and the distribution of their'cases to the special depart-
ments of general hospitals are insupportable.
The solution probably lies -between, these. extremes. The report

suggests that the smaller special hospitals be closed, and that so far
as London is concerned, there-are formed a series of institutes
in the- various special subjects, each institute being. based on the
most suitable special hospital in its particular' subject. The'aim
should be to have one in-stitute, in, each -of the principal special
subjects. As a first step, at least one special hospital in each major
special subject should. be bt6ught iup;. to university standa'rd in
respect of staffing, accommodation and equipment, and should be
assisted to establish an institute for post-graduate education and
research. In some specialities two or more hospitals might take
part in the establishment of an.institute..

In this way the traditions and. the high standards of work of such
special hospitals.wi,ll be maintained and even improved. AtAthe same,
time it is hoped that the special departments of the large teaching

- hospitals will be given better facilities to. deal with the waiting-lists
which the reputation of their staffs o,n the-one. hand and, the .imited
allocation of beds on the other. have combined to bring about.
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"Though an angel should write, still 'tis devils must print"
Sherlock Holmes once confessed that when he was very young he

confused the Leeds Mercury with the Western Morning News and
stated that, to his eyes, there was as much difference between the
leaded bourgeois type pf a Times article and the slovenly prin't of
an evening halfpenny paper as there could be between the skull of
a Negro and that of an Esquimaux to those of Dr. Mortimer.
Types, paper and printing have made great strides since the year
1902 when " The Hound of the Baskervilles " was published. We
hope that the article by Mr. R. B. Fishenden in this issue will be
widely read by our subscribers. He is a recognized authority on
this subject and we count ourselves extremely fortunate in getting
him to write us a paper which has so great a bearing on ophthalmo-
logical problems.

Improvement in the legibility of type has been made empirically,
by printers. Thus, the introduction of serifs came about without
knowledge of the fact that the increased legibility is due to the
counteraction of irradiation. Unfortunately book lovers, and
particularly purveyors of special presses, such as the Kelmscotit, have
been more concerned with the beauty of the printed page than with
legibility.
The legibility of individual letters, however, is only a small, though

fundamental element in reading. Only children and people learning
a foreign language or a new script pay minute attention to the letters
themselves. A line of print is read in a series of small jumps. At
each pause a group of about ten ldtters is more or less accurately
visualized. Hence rapidity and accuracy in reading depends not
only upon the legibility of lette-rs, -words and. groups of words, but
also upon highly complex psychological factors. The physiology of
reading was made the subject of an experimental investigation many;
years ago by Javal. It is a pity that his work received little notice,
and the book is out of print. Very little advance in our knowledge
has beenu made: since his work.

During the past five years war conditions have necessitated many
drastic alterations in the supply and quality of the paper used for
printing and we hope that by this time next year matters may be
much nearer the pre-war standard. We may be prejudiced, but
we think that paper and printing of pre-war numbers of our journal
were in the first class. This we owe to the care and interest which
George Ptlman and Sons have always taken in their work.

2,C
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