
been.rejected for. Dartmouth owing td "myopia and myopic astig-
matism." He found that the refraction under atropine was R. and
L. +0*25 D.Sph. c +025 D.cyl. vertical. He does not
state whether or not as a result of his findings the boy was subse-
quently accepted for Dartmouth.

It would appear to me'that it would not be in the boy's interest
to be accepted, because it is probable that when he reaches the age
to' graduate from the college he'would have become myopic, and
m'ight, therefore, be rejected at this late stage of his career. I would
refer Mr. Spencer Walker, and 'anybody else who is interested in
the subject, to an article in the American Archives of Ophthalmo-
logy of April, 1941, on "The Development and Prevention of
Myopia at the United States Naval Academy " by Reginald Hayden',
M.D. His researches would indicate that it is unwise for any boy
to enter a naval academy who ha's not got at least a reserve of
Q*5 D. of hypermetropia when refracted under a cycloplegic, and
that visually such a candidate stands no better than an even chance
of obtaining a commission in the line of the navy on graduation.

Yours faithfully,

F. S. LAVERY.
45, FITZWILLIAM SQUARE,

DUBLIN.
Deeember 18, 1946.

OBITUARY

SIR RICHARD CRUISE, G.C.V.O.
SIR RICHARD' CRUISE, G.C.V.O., joined the Staff of the Royal
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital, in 1909, the Committee of
Management in 1923 and was appointed Consulting Surgeon in 1936.
From 1918 to 1936, he was Surgeon- in Ordinary to their Majesties
King George V and Queen Mary and remained Queen Mary's
oculist to the time of his death.

In 1934,'he "founded the Cruise Open Scholarship, of one hundred
pounds per year, with a capital of £2000, which he had given and
collected from his patients, to encourage research in Ophthalmology,
at the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital. So far there have
been three holders. Papers on the work done have been published
in the British Journal of Ophthalmology from time to time.

Sir Richard was a first' class operator especially interested in
cataract extract'ion and glaucoma. oy 'the former, he used the
simplest possible technique but every detail' even -of " stance " was
considered and perfected over years of practice. He used to teach
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that one must "address" the eye as one would a golf ball. He
strove to obtain the co-opeiation of his patient, saying that he was
to consider himself, not the victim of a mutilating operation but the
first assistant in a very delicate piece of craftsmanship. His results
were almost invariably perfect.

In cases of glaucoma his work with the Bishop Harman
scotometer and Schidtz tonometer, was a revelation to those
unaccuistomed to their. repeated use.
He was for many years dissatisfied with the results of operative

treatment for this disease and tried many techniques to obtain
permanent drainage. At nearly the end of his life he was able to
obtain an eye from a patient who had died an hour or two previously
and prove that the drainage channels which he had -produced by
operation many years ago, had become lined by endothelium and so
remained permanently open.

Sir Richard was always thoughtful for and helpful to his juniors
and was ready to spend time and tireless patience in teaching them
his own meticulous care in operative technique and persuading them
to repeat these details themselves, in practice.
On the Committee of Management, he was a valued friend to the

Medical Staff. While ready to champion any cause, he believed to
be just, he had a clear idea of what could or could not be done.
The excellent relations that maintained between the two Committees
for many years were largely due to his tact and judgment.
He derived great pleasure from an outdoor life and regarded it as

necessary to keep absolutely fit, if he was to do his best 'Work as a
surgeon. He was an excellent shot, fine cricketer, good golfer and
rode well to hounds on his horse "War Gratuity." With him he
won many hunt point-to-points.

During the twenty five years I worked with him, I came to rely
upon his opinion as to what it was best to do in the " difficult " case
with which one is faced from time to time, and he never failed me.

SIR WILLIAM J. COLLINS, K.C.V.O.
SIR WILLIAM JOB COLLINS died at his *home in London on
December 12, 1946, at the great age of 87 years. He was the
eldest son -of Dr. W. J. Collins, a London doctor, and the elder
brother of the late E. Treacher Collins. Both brothers were educated
at University College School and had among other contemporaries
Mr. Percy Flemming and Ernest Clarke. Sir William's academic
career was a distinguished one, both at School and at the University
of London. He went to St. Bartholofnew's Hospital for his medical
training and graduated M.D. London in 1882, M.S. in 1885 and
took the F.R.C.S.Eng. a year previously. He maintained his
interest in the' University all his life and was at times a member of
the Senate anid Vice-Chancellor.

S

126

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.31.2.125 on 1 F

ebruary 1947. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


SIR RICHARD CRUISE.
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