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PROFESSOR HENNING R0NNE

Dr. E. Godtfredsen writes:-
Professor Henning R0nne died on September 28, after having

been seriously ill for more than a year with hemiplegia and aphasia.
The death of Professor R0nne is a saloss to Danish ophthalmology,
which he, more than any other, -formed and developed after his
appointment as Professor of Ophthalmology in Copenhagen in 1931.
R0nne was born on May 25, 1878, and graduated M.B. B.Ch. in

1903. He immediately began to specialize in ophthalmology in
different Copenhagen clinics. Among his superiors Bjerrum was
the man who became of the greatest importance to him. R0nne's
scientific production comprised in the first instance a number of
original papers dealing with the visual pathway, investigations into
the primary visual centres in the midbrain, and visual field investi-
gations with demonstration of the nasal step in glaucoma simplex.
The series of visual pathway papers was introduced in his M.D. thesis
in 1910: " Anatomical, Pathological, and Clinical Studies on Alcoholic
Amblyopia." Immediately before his illness R0nne finished a paper
giving a comprehensive account of the Architecture of the Visual
Pathway. R0nne's numerous contributions to periodicals show his
wide interests and knowledge of such subjects as colour sense,
Weber's law, dark vision, squint, orbital inflammations, choroidal
sarcoma, syphilitic choroiditis, and dyslexia, to, mention only the
more important.

R0nne's great interest in the pathological anatomy of the eye
manifested itself in the establishment of a central laboratory
attached to the Eye Department of the Rigshospital, to which all
eyes enucleated in Denmark are sent.

In addition to his great work as university professor and head of
the leading eye clinic of Denmark. R0nne had a large private
practice. He was widely travelled and was honorary member of
various foreign societies, including the Royal Society of Medicine.

Danish ophthalmology is much indebted to Professor R0nne,
whose ardent and never abating interest in his profession and ever
inspiring eagerness to discuss new problems will remain an unfor-
gettable and stimulating example to us young ophthalmologists who
were his pupils.

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.32.1.60 on 1 January 1948. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


OBITUARY

Dr. A. H. H. Sinclair writes:-

It was fortunate that a man of the late Professor Henning
R0nne's remarkable ability and enthusiasm in the pursuit of clinical
research should have been closely associated during his early years
as ophthalmologist with Professor Bjerrum. This indeed was a

mutual advantage: in this connection R0nne had the opportunity
of which he fully availed himself, to become intimately acquainted
with Bjerrum's method and technique. But, in addition by his
keen observation of the form, position and density of visual defects
found within the area of the field of vision and his great and in-
creasing knowledge of the visual pathways, he soon became able to
throw fresh light on the clinical significance of field defects he had
graphically demonstrated by the use of Bjerrum's screen test. This
method he described as the quantitative method.

In 1911 I paid my first visit to Copenhagen in order to become
personally acquainted with Prof. Bjerrum and his already famous
junior, Dr. R0nne. On arrival I found that Prof. Bjerrum had just
retired from the Chair of Ophthalmology: he was, however, at work
in another clinic, where I was much interested to meet him: he
expressed to me his pleasure in the interest taken in his work in
Britain. At the University clinic I found Dr. R0nne hard at work:
I soon realised that he was very fully occupied there. He kindly
invited me to his home in the evening, where I was much interested
to hear his remarks as he described some of his records and charts
of the visual fields: I was delighted to note the humourous
enthusiasm with which he told me of fresh projects of research he
had in view.

I met R0nne on two subsequent occasions: once in 1927 when
he stayed with me in Edinburgh and read a Paper on Optic Neuritis
to the Ophthalmological Section of the B.M.A. Meeting, and again
on a later visit to Copenhagen when he was. Professor of Ophthal-
mology.
Some years prior to my visit to Copenhagen (in 1911) R0nne had

become renowned by his discovery of the ' Nasal step' in the field
of vision in glaucoma. Michel in 1874 had described the anatomi-
cally arched form of the retinal nerve fibres in the temporal retina,
encircling the region of the macula and forming the horizontal raphe
extending from the macula to the temporal periphery. The physio-
logical function associated with this anatomical form could not have
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been demonstrated and understood unless it had been revealed by a
pathological functional failure of conduction in a nerve bundle
subjected to injury, in this case pressure at the margin of the optic
disc.
R0nne not only recorded graphitally the exact form, size and

position of the nasal scotoma with its sharp horizontal limitation,
(the nasal step), but referred its cause directly to the arched form
and position of the temporal retinal nerve bundle. The scotoma
forms the counterpart in the nasal field of the functional nerve
bundle in the temporal retina.

Investigations of a similar kind were carried on by R0nne in
connection with his further study of the visual pathways.

In the wide range of R0nne's activities in research the element
which has most permanently impressed ophthalmologists in this
country has been the diagnostic value of subjective symptoms as
demonstrated by R0onne's use of the quantitative method in his
careful scrutiny of the field of vision, and the application of such
subjective findings on graphic records to the consideration of their
significance in relation to the visual pathways.

WARNING

In the note on Welder's Conjunctivitis, Vol. XXXI, P. 774, it weas
suggested that chlorate of calcium was an error fo, chloride of
calciuim. We are informed that so strong a soluition of the chloride
as 2 per cent. would have dangerous caustic quialities and be unsuit-
able for use as eyedrops.
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