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Dundee Eye Institution for 45 years. On his retirement from the
latter post in 1937 he was presented with a portrait bust by Benno
Schotz, R.S.A., in appreciation of his eminent services. In 1935 he
retired from the post of Reader in Ophthalmology at the University
of St. Andrews and later received the honorary degree of LL.D.
He was for many years eye specialist to the education- auithorities
of Dundee, Angus and Fife. During the 1914-18 war, after long
service in the Territorial Army, he acted as consulting ophthalmic
surgeon with the rank of major, being awarded the T.D.

Angus MacGillivray after taken an honours medical degree at
Aberdeen University, worked under Priestley Smith in Birmingham
and was English Secretary at the IXth. International Ophthalmo-
logical Congress in Utrecht. In Dundee his work quickly gained
for him an outstanding reputation throughout the East of Scotland
as well as further afield. He developed unusual skill as an operator,
and was a pioneer in cataract extraction under a conjunctival bridge
and in the use of retro-bulbar anaesthesia. As a teacher of his
subject his clarity of mind and enthusiasm inspired many of his
students to take up the study of ophthalmology, and several of them
have attained distinction in the speciality.

Born at Abriachan, he was the 28th Chief of the clan
MacGillivray, and an enthusiastic of things Celtic and archaeological,
having published several books and articles-on these subjects. He
was Chief of the Dundee Highland Society in 1912. He also took
a leading part in many other activities. In 1898 he was Secretary
of the Section of Ophthalmolcsgy at the Annual Meeting of the
B.M.A., and i-n 1902 Vice-president. In 1924 he was elected
President of the Dundee Branch. For 13 years he acted as county
controller and director of the Dundee Branch- of the British Red
Cross Society. Latterly he gave several years of useful service as a
member of the- Court of St. Andrews University.

MacGillivray of MacGillivray was a man of active mind and
vigorous personality, a kindly host and an interesting conversa-
tionalist. His passing is greatly deplored by a wide circle of friends
and admirers.

SELIG HECHT
WE regret to record the death of Professor Selig Hecht, of New
York.

Professor H. Hartridge writes:-
Many years ago Banister, Lythgoe and myself were doing some

visual acuity .measurements at Cambridge, out-of-doors in the sun,
when a stranger approached us and stood watching us for a few
minutes. I was struck at once by his appearance, because he had an
exceptionally fine head and very-broad shoulders. He introduced
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himself to us: he was Selig Hecht, of Columbia University. We
chatted together and soon became firm friends.

During the year that he and his family were in Cambridge I
learned many things about Hecht. He was a man of singular
energy, initiative and inventiveness. He was also very warm-hearted.
His work in the field of vision is well known to all. For nio one has
done more than he to put the duplicity theory on a sound basis, or
to throw light on the factors concerned with the acuity of vision.

In July this year Professor Hecht visited this country again, in
order to attend the International Physiological Congress at Oxford
and the Conference on Colour Vision at Cambridge. During this
visit he stayed a few days at Northwood with my wife and me and
we were able to renew the frienidship of years gone by. \Ve noticed
at once that he was far from well; it was clear that the war years
had told on him as they had on us. But none of us suspected how
really ill he was.

There is always a tendency for the elderly to think that there is
no one to take their place, but this does indeed seem to be the case
with regard to Selig Hecht. The physiology of vision has lost a
leader at a time when leadership in this subject is very badly needed
indeed. We mourn the loss of a true friend and a very great
physiologist.
Sir John Parsons writes:-
The meeting of the International Congress of Physiology at

Oxford this year attracted physiologists from all parts of the world.
Among them were most of those best known for their researches on
the optics, bio-chemistry, and neurology of vision. It was a
brilliant inspiration of Wright, Willmer, Stiles, and others to gather
them together at Cambridge in the following -week for informal
discussions on the problems of vision. The meeting was so success-
ful that a volume of the chief communications is being prepared for
publication.
Among those present were Hecht, Wald, Granit, and others, and

it was a delightful experience to meet or renew acquaintance with
them. No one showed greater enthusiasm than Hecht, and no one
showed a wiser or shrewder grasp of the bio-chemical problems
to the elucidation of which he has devoted his life's work. (In the
Annual Review of Biochemistry, Vol. XI, 1942, he has given a
brilliant historical review of researclhes on the chemistry of visual
substances, with a complete bibliography). His somewhatt dog-
matic presentation of arguments was tempered by humour and sweet
reasonableness which stripped it of all offence. I think no one
was more persona grata than he; and it was a profound shock
to hear of his sudden death shortly after the meeting. His name
will endure to signify a landmark in the history of the physiology
of vision.
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