
FACULTY OF OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

Ophthalmologists at Apothecaries Hall, where they were received
by the President of the Faculty and Lady Duke-Elder. After
dinner Sir Stewart Duke-Elder's words of welcome were followed
by a short survey of old customs and institutions in the City of
London, given by Mr, Frank Law, the Honorary Secretary-of the
Fatculty'.

It was felt on all sides that thiis 1949 Congress went well.
Certainly the President communicated a spirit of quiet'enjoyment
and welcome, and the arrangements made by the Honorary
Secretaries and by the Secretariat at 45, Lincoln's Inn Fields made
for smooth working of the social occasions as well as the scientific
programme. Sincere gratitude has also been expressed to Lord
Webb-Johnson, whose invitation to distinguished ophthalmologists
frorn abroad to lecture at the Royal College of Sumgeons served two
important purposes. We were -thereby encouraged to prolong the
delights of the Congress, and we were permitted to hear four
stimiating talks by Professor Weve, Professor Franceschetti, Dr.'
Hartmann and Professor Bietti.

FACULTY OF- OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

T'he following is the Honorary Secretary's summary of the
business conducted at the last Council meeting on February 18

It was learnt that the proposed enquiry into the working of the
Supplementary Ophthalmic Service had been postponed. It was
reported that following a meeting of the Ophthalmic Negotiating
Committee the Ministry had decided to reduce the fee from
/91 lls. 6d. to 91 5s. as from April 1 next, and'that the turnover
should be in the neighbourhood of 5 patients in two hours. The
MAinister proposed to discuss further' with the profession the
cquestion of an investigation into the average time taken, and an
undertaking had been given that the reduced fee should be suitably
adjusted if its reduction was found to be unjustified. The matter
was discussed at length and it was decided that the Negotiating
Committee should be urged to protest against the reduction, and
that each individual member of the Faculty should receive a copy
of the Minister's letter with a letter explaining the position.

Mr. Duthie and Mr. Greeves have been elected members of the
Standing Ophthalmic Advisory Committee for the National Health
Service.

It was decided to send a circular letter to the Senior -Administra-
tive Medical Officers of Regional Hospital Boards urging them to
set up Ophthalmic Advisory Committees if they had not already
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FACULTY OF OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

done so, and giving an outline of the constitution of such a Com-
mittee. It was further arranged that representatives of the Faculty
should call upon the Senior Administrative Medical Officers of
Regional Hospital Boards and explain any points which needed
explanation.

There were many points in the memorandum from the Jcint
Emergency Committee (Optical Profession) on the Ministry of
Health directive, HMC(48)63, BG(48)66, to which the Council
took exception, notably those arising out of 'the assumption that
the report of the joint Sub-Committee of the Faculty and the Joint
Emergency Committee represented the views of the Faculty,, when
in point of fact the' Council had repudiated the report. The
Honorary Secretary was instructed to write to this effect to the
Senior Administrative Medical Officers of the Regional Hosnital
Boards and to Mr. Giles, Secretary of the Joint Emergency Com-
mittee (Optical Profession), and to inform the Ministry that he
had done so.

After discussion and some dissent the Council by a majority
decision endorsed the suggestion which had been made by the
Ministry that the advisability of registration of opticians need not
be discussed seeing that the Ministry were prepared to alter the
constitution of the Committee to discuss the remaining quesion,
viz., the conditions of registration.

Mr. Davenport reported that he had received a copy of the
amended memorandum on the training and examination of future
entrants to the optical profession, together with a letter from AMr.
Giles asking if it would be possible for opticians to attend hospitals
during the final year of their training. It was agreed that this latter
question could not be discussed until the recommendations of the
Joint Advisory Board concerning the training and examination of
opticians had been agreed. This memorandum had not been
submitted officially to the Facultv.

In reply to a letter the Council suggested that the initiation of
the Final Service would best be accomplished in the early phases
by consultation with the Senior Administrative Medical Officer and
the Ophthalmic Advisory Committee of the area concerned.
A letter was received from the British Medical Association,

pointing out that the term of office of the members of the Ophthal-
mic Services Committees expired on March 31 and suggesting that
the present members should be re-appointed. This was agreed.
* The Council felt that no action could be taken in the matter of
priority prescriptions for glasses in view of the fact that the
machines in the country were already working to capacity.
The report was received of the Committee which had sat to

consider the question of the examination of cases of miners'
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328 NOTES

nystagmus and heat cataract under the Workmen's Compensation
Act. Mr. Healy explained the report, which was approved and
filed with the documents.

Mr. Law reported that the Ministry was interested in the question
of corneal graft donors and would be glad to meet representative
members to discuss the situation. The following were appointed:
Mr. R. C. Davenport, Mr. J. H. Doggart and Mr. A. Lister.

Letters were received from three members regarding alteration
of the areas of the regions represented on the Council. The Council
agreed that the present regions were unsatisfactory, and it was
decided to consider the matter in detail at the next meeting.

NOTES

Gold Medal NEW YORK, March 23:-The Leslie Dlana
for the Gold Medal for 1948, a NationaL award given

Prevention of Blindess annually for outstandinig achievement in the
prevention of blindness and the conservation of vision, was
presented on March 25, at a dinner in St. Louis to Dr, Lawrence
T. Post, Professor of Clinical Ophthalmologv and head of the
Department of Ophthalmology at Washington University Miedical
School.

* * * *

DURING May a series of meetings will be
Universitv of Glasgow held in the Department on Wednesdays at

Ophthalmology 8 p.m. The general arrangements will be
Whitsun Term. 1949 similar to the series held last year. A discus-

sion will follow the main paper.
May 4, Prof. W. J. B. Riddell-" European Vacation "; M ay 1 1,

Dr. Fergus Campbell-" Pupillary Movements"; May 18, Dr.
Antoinette Pirie-" The structure of the Vitreous Humour"
May 25, Dr. W. 0. G. Taylor-" Bleeding and Clotting within the
Eye.'

Papers submitted for publication should be sent to
The Secretary of the Editorial Committee,

British Journal of Ophthalmology,
Institute of Ophthalmology, Judd Street, London, W.C.1

Such papers should be. typewritten in double spacing on one side of the paper
only. leaving a i inch margin The Author's name and address should he plainly
indicated References to the literature should be set out in accordance with the
Harvard Svstem, e.g., Langley, J. .N. (1919).-J. Physiol., 53, 120 Illustr-ations
should not be fixed to the typescript. They should be numbered in sequence, and
the top of each should be clearly marked

Publication of a raper does not imply that the, Editorial Committee agrees with
the views expressed tlherein. The Committee reserves the right to delete redundant
words, to modify ambiguous phrases, and to translate foreign idioms into current
English expressions. Twxenty-five reprinted copies will be sent to the Author (or
Authors) of each article free of charge. A form of application will be attached to the
Author's galley proofs for any additional copies which the Author may wish to buy.
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