
a single refracting surface, thereby greatly simplifying many computations. True to
his metier, the author is at pains to explain that such an eye is " bare of any trace of
reality", though it is useful to mathematicians in much the same way as other non-
existent quantities such as the square root of minus one.

Particularly to be commended is the discussion on errors of refraction and the
account of recent work by Steiger, Stenstrom, Goldman and Hagen, and other
investigators. This leads up to the theory of correlation between the axial length of
the eyeball and its refractive power, which is held accountable for the excessive
number of " normals " and low hypermetropes in an average sample of the population.
Omissions in this volume will probably be made good in those which are to follow,

and we hope that the author will find time and space in which to deal with the
subjects of contact and iseikonic lenses.
A book of this type is not easy to review. That it will be useful to students of

ophthalmology goes without saying, but its outstanding characteristic is the attractive
way in which the bare bones of what is usually regarded as a dull subject have been
covered. One cannot but envy the students who have been fortunate enough to
listen to this course of lectures.

Reviewed in Ophthalmic Literature

Technical Optics. Vol. 11. By L. C. MARTIN. 1950. Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons,
London. Pp. 334, 258 figs. (40s.).

The second volume of Martin's Technical Optics deals with the construction and
performance of optical instruments and follows its predecessor which discussed the
general theory of technical optics.

NOTES

THE OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA
(BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION)

THE Tenth Annual Meeting of the Ophthalmological Society of
Australia (B.M.A.) was held at Brisbane from May 29 to June 2,
1950. Twenty-one members attended, the representatives of the
respective States numbering eight from Queensland, seven from
New South Wales, one from Victoria, two from South Australia,
two from Tasmania, and one from Western Australia.

The business section of the meeting was presided over by Dr. W.
Lockhart Gibson, President of the Society. The clinical section
was carried out in conjunction with the Section of Ophthalmology
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