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corresponding number of persons of similar age drawn from the general
community, but this finding is not equivalent to the one formulated in his
summary.
On the basis of acuity, it would be true to say that the sight of the

undergraduates is four times worse than that of the general community of
18-year-old males, only if, for example, on the average, the undergraduates
had V - 6/24, while, on the average, the non-undergraduates had V = 6/6.
No such relation of acuities is exhibited in the author's data. On the
contrary, the 'average vision' for " other young men " is " 6/6 or better in
one eye, the other worse ", while the average vision for the undergraduates
is " 6/9-6/12 in one eye, the other worse ". So, on the evidence adduced,
it may be said, at worst, that the sight of undergraduates is about half
as good as that of 18-year-old men in the general population.
Though slight, the evidence in the paper that visual acuity declines

even between 17 and 25 years of age is interesting; the present writer has
published data (British Journal of Ophthalmology, 32, 645) showing that
visual performance declines from early adulthood.

Yours faithfully,

H. C. WESTON
GROUP FOR RESEARCH IN OCCUPATIONAL OPTICS,

INSTITUTE OF OPHTHALMOLOGY,
JUDD STREET, W.C.1.

August 14, 1951.

To the Editorial Committee of the
BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

DEAR SIRS-Mr. Weston agrees with me that the sight of undergraduates
is substantially worse than that of young men in the general population,
but I am grateful to him for eliminating some ambiguity in my summary.
As he suspects, it was, of course, intended to convey that four times as
many undergraduates had poor sight. Mr. Weston introduces the
concept of average visual acuity. I had omitted this because the
distribution of visual acuity seemed more instructive than the mean.
May I also have your permission to correct an error? The young male

recruits referred to by Dr. W. J. Martin (M.R.C. Memo. No. 20, p. 3)
were between the ages of 20 and 21, not 18 years old as stated in my paper.
Recognition of this, if anything, strengthens the conclusions drawn from
comparison of undergraduates with the general population.

Yours faithfully,

R. W. PARNELL
INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL MEDICINE,

10, PARKS ROAD, OXFORD.
September 7, 1951.
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