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BOOK REVIEWS

Die Trubungsformen des Menschlichen Linse (Various Forms of Cataract in the
Human Lens). By H. SAUTTER. 1951. Georg Thieme Verlag, Stuttgart.
Pp. viii, + 140, 191 illus. (some col.). (D.M. 49.80; 87s. 6d.)

This slim volume sets out to describe concisely and yet as completely as possible the
morphology of the various kinds of opacification of the lens as well as to give an
account of the modern views of their causation.

Such a book stands or falls largely by its illustrations; one need not say more than
that they are in the same class as those in Vogt's Atlas. The majority of the pictures
are in half-tone, but some are in colour; they are nearly all slit-lamp drawings, but
here and there, scattered through the text, are photomicrographs of the pathological
lesions under discussion.
The monograph concludes with a very useful bibliography of the more modern

literature. All in all a very good book.

Tumours of the Eye. By A. B. REESE. 1951. Cassell, London. Pp. 574, 283 figs,
985 refs. (7 guin.)

The primary aim of this beautifully produced book is to present to practising
ophthalmologists a comprehensive evaluation of present-day knowledge of ocular
neoplasms, a subject which has advanced considerably since La Grange's book appeared
in 1901. It is also intended to be of value to pathologists. Since the work is based
upon the personal observations and convictions of a writer with great experience in
both the clinical and pathological fields of ophthalmology it is hardly surprising that it
succeeds admirably in both these objects.
The book is written clearly and concisely and does not suffer from the fault, common

in ophthalmological literature, of quoting all contradictory evidence without careful
consideration of the merit of the publications; each paper quoted has obviously been
read thoroughly and the material is carefully assessed and skilfully woven into the
pattern of the writer's balanced arguments.
The arrangement of the subject matter is commendable. The neoplasms are

considered according to their tissue type rather than under the more usual but artificial
headings of their anatomical sites of election. Thus in seventeen chapters the author
deals with epithelial tumours, retinoblastoma, glioma, meningioma, tumours of the
peripheral nerves, pigmented tumours, angiomatous tumours, leiomyoma, etc., and each
group is considered from the point of view of incidence, clinical appearance, histo-
pathology, differential diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment.

The chapter on pigmented tumours contains a valuable assessment of the various
hypotheses dealing with their histogenesis, a subject which appears chaotic to the
student and confusing even to the expert. The data is arranged in a masterly fashion,
and although some will not agree with the conclusions and final classification, all the
arguments are carefully marshalled and fairly presented. The section dealing with
orbital pseudo-tumours is particularly good.

In the opinion of the reviewer there are one or two small defects which might be
improved in future editions. Since all " carcinomata " are in fact epithelial tumours, a
pathologist might take exception to the author's use of " epitheliomata " for malignant
tumours of the skin; the term " epidermoid carcinomata " is to be preferred. While
there are eleven pictures of intra-epithelial cysts of the anterior uvea there are no
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