
significant of the growing interest in orbital tumours that the majority are to works
published since 1930. It is to be regretted that an index was not thought necessary.

Finally, the fact that the text is in French need deter no one, for the author's style is
lucid and his astringent didacticism brings his wide and detailed knowledge into sharp
focus.

Ophthalmology. By ARNO E. TOWN. 1951. Henry Kimpton, London. Pp. 510, illus.,
index. (70s.)

The appearance of yet another book on ophthalmology to provide, in the words of
the preface, for the needs of the undergraduate student and the general practitioner,
calls, we feel, for some justification, in view of the large numbers of excellent works
already available in the English language to meet such a demand. We have searched
this work in vain for any features upon which such a plea of justification could be
based. The book, we feel, is completely lacking in balance. It is emphasized in the
preface that the basic fundamentals of diagnosis and therapy are encompassed in
the physiology of vision, this appears to be muddled thinking, and we cannot but think
that if part of the space devoted to discussions on the visual pigments, electro-
retinography, and the like, had been devoted to a consideration of the basic physiology
of the eye itself and of its components, the book would be of greater value to those for
whom it is designed.

The same defects mar' those sections devoted to clinical ophthalmology, where the
aim seems to have been to mention as many clinical disease entities as possible, a mode
of presentation which, in a work of this size, must preclude anything more than a
superficial, and often tabulated, summary of the salient features of each, and which,
while useful to the erudite student, has little value for the beginner.
The general standard of accuracy is unfortunately not of a high level. Thus, for

example, on p. 85 the editors of the first series of "Modem Trends in Ophthalmology"
appear under the pseudonyms Riley and Sarsby, on p. 173 we read of the glands of
Zeiss, on p. 339 of Coat's disease, on p. 239 that muscae volitantes are shadows cast on
the retina by corpuscles coursing through the retinal blood vessels, on p. 341 that it is
the passage of vitreous through a hole in the retina which leads to the formation of a
detachment, on p. 352 that Leber's disease occurs almost exclusively in males, having
been transmitted through females in whom the disease was not manifest, and on p. 389
that, while Duane's syndrome comprises many aberrations of ocular motility, retraction
of the globe does not apparently occur in any circumstances.
The illustrations, a very large number of which has been taken from standard text-

books and journals and are in half-tone, are good and accurately legended.
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